
  

 

Being rooted and established in the Word of God, we seek to 

love the Lord and make disciples, so that all people may be 

filled to the measure of the fullness of God. 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

 TOGETHER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. [1st Thessalonians 5:18] 

 

 

     Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  This is the month where we celebrate thanksgiving; 

a day, I must admit, that I love.  I love it because of family, food, and football - most likely in 

that order.  Yet, I also love it because it is a day that is set apart to truly give thanks to God for all 

that we have been given; and I believe that is entirely healthy.   

 

     The Bible tells us that no matter the circumstance we ought to give thanks to God.  I am 42 

years old and in relatively good health.  I have a job and my family is healthy.  It is easy to give 

thanks under those circumstances, huh?  Agreed…I do not have much to complain about.  Yet, 

the Bible is still true for us regardless of our circumstances, is it not?   

 

     I know what people say.  “You are not going through cancer…you cannot possibly under-

stand…”  Or perhaps, “you are not going through the divorce I am going through…you cannot 

possibly understand…”  Or maybe even, “you have not lost a person like I have through death…

you cannot possibly understand…”  And you would be right.  I am certainly not going through 

what you are going through.  How can I be?  You are the one going through it, not me.  Yet, the 

Bible still says in bold letters, “give thanks in all circumstances…”  Beloved, how can this be?   

 

     This can be because regardless of our circumstances – regardless of what this world throws at 

us – regardless of what is happening in this sinful place – Jesus is still Lord.  He is still at the 

right hand of the Father interceding for us who believe.   People, we live but such a small time on 

this earth so let us never forget that we have been forgiven our sins, we have been saved from 

eternal death and given eternal life, we have the promise of heaven and the privilege of prayer; 

we have come through faith in Jesus to the New Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  We have 

been given a higher standing with God than even the angels enjoy, and we enjoy a fellowship that 

not even they can truly understand.  We have the Holy Spirit living inside of us and we are citi-

zens of the Kingdom of God.  In comparison to what we have freely been given, dare I say it – 

this world cannot possibly compare.  I echo what Paul says in Romans 8:18, “For I consider that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 

us.”  Yes beloved, let us give thanks in all circumstances.   
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     I know that this world is hard.  The Bible calls it a tribulation.  I know that this world is sinful. 

The Bible says it is full of temptations.  However, as a pastor I have visited many people in the 

midst of trial and suffering; and one thing I will say – those that understand the power of giving 

thanks are at a peace that passes all understanding.  Those that are solely focused on their plight 

are in misery.  There is power in giving thanks.  There is tremendous joy in lifting our heads 

from our lot in life and focusing on what we have been given in Christ.  This Thanksgiving 

month, give thanks in your circumstances.  We have so much to be thankful for.  Amen.  

 

 

Your pastor and friend, 

 

Rev. Christopher Ogne 
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Notes from Editor: 

Betty Ellis 
 

Christian Symbol 

Keys—A key symbolizes the church’s authority to forgive sins in Jesus’ name.  In Matthew 

16:19 (ESV), Jesus says to Peter, who would come to represent the Christian church, “I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 

On October 13th, about 12“Seasoned Citizens“ went to Olive Garden in Waldorf and enjoyed 

a great Italian feast.  
 

We will not have a November outing as preparations will be underway for Thanksgiving.       

Up-Coming Events: (sign-up sheets are on the narthex 1/2 size table.. 

     November 13th, 1pm, dinner at the Hawthorne Country Club’s Zee Beat Café. 

 December 18, 3pm – Port Tobacco Player’s production of “White Christmas”.   1pm        

lunch at Hunan Star in La Plata prior to the show. 
 

      Other possible outings: (Suggestions?  Please speak with Bev Linde or Betty Ellis.) 

       National Zoo; Monticello; Wolf Trap; Riverside. 
 

****Remember—you are always welcome to attend our functions even if you 

       are only a “Seasoned Citizen at Heart”! 
 

In each season of the Church Year, the way we worship changes.  These changes help us 

learn the story of God bringing salvation to the world. 
 

In Advent, as we wait for our coming King, we see blue or violet in the church.  The colors 

used to decorate the church change with each season.  The color for Advent is blue.  Blue 

symbolizes anticipation and hope in our coming King.  You may also see violet during 

Advent.  The color violet is used as a symbol of our repentance in preparation for our com-

ing King.  Advent this year begins November 27th.  
 

Advent is from a Latin word meaning “coming”, and its emphasis is on preparation for the 

coming of Jesus. The Advent wreath dates to pre-Christian northern Europe. By the Middle 

Ages Christians had adopted the wreath and its four candles as a symbol of the new faith. 

The wreath is made of evergreens, signifying continuous life, forming a circle, symbolizing 

the everlasting life found in Christ. 
 

Candles are used to bring light to darkness - signifying Jesus, the Light of the world. The 

four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. One tradition is that each week represents 

one thousand years—the time from Adam and Eve to the birth of Jesus. The candles may be 

all white, purple and rose, or blue and rose. The purple or blue candles symbolize prayer, 

penitence, and humility. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent, “gaudete,” a 

Latin word for “joy” which is the focus for the third week. 
 

The first week of Advent is for Hope. One purple or blue candle is lit. 

The second week of Advent is for Peace. Two purple or blue candles are lit. 

The third week of Advent is for Joy. Two purple of blue candles are lit along with the 

pink candle. 

The fourth week of Advent is for Love. All the candles are lit. 

On Christmas Eve, all four candles are lit, and the center white-Christ candle 

is also lit.  After the Christmas Eve service, the wreath is taken off as the season of Ad-

vent is over, and Christmas has come. 
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The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

 Church Council Meeting Minutes  

October 25, 2016 
Council Attendees:     

President:  Andrei Sapsai       x     Head Elder:         Michael Ellis        x     

              ActgV. Pres: Hansen Kannie         Discipleship:       Sean Donaldson   x 

 Secretary:  Patty Davis           x     Outreach:            Shea Gronau        x 

              Treasurer   Lynn Wells           x     Mem.at Lrg/Prop.  Steve Holton        x 

 Worship:   Pastor                    x                              
   

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 

Devotions were led by Pastor Ogne from Galatians 5:16-24. 
 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on   . 
 

Treasurer's Report (As of September 30, 2016) - Lynn Wells 

Cash Accounts 

 Operating Fund 1: $25,622.51 

 Operating Fund 2: $66,228.27 

 SAV – Bldg: $27,851.57 

 Savings: $68,789.55 

 Memorial Fund: $3,816.02 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2016 

 2016 Yearly Operating Budget: $422,591.90 

 2016 Yearly Revenue Estimate: $423,499.65 (17% increase over actual 2015 income) 

Operating 

 Operating Revenue thru week 39: $249,594.77 

 Operating Expenditures thru week 39: $267,636.70 

 Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 9/30/16: ($18,041.93) 

Operating – Averages 

 Average giving per wk thru week 39: $6,399.87 

 Average Expenditures per wk thru week 39: $6,862.47 

 Average Budget per wk: $8,126.77 

LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (12/14/2037) $924,140.22 

LWML - Balance $741.51 

 Balance carried over from 2015: $1,234.61 

Income 

 Mites thru week 39: $ 612.24 

 Other income thru week 39: $ 493.00 

Expenses 

 Mites thru week 39: $ 318.96 

 Other thru week 39: $ 479.38 

 Conferences thru week 39: $ 800.00 

Memorial Fund Balance $ 3,566.02 

 Balance carried over from 2015: 3,816.02 

Income 

 Memorial Fund Donations thru week 39: 

 Undesignated $790.00 

Expense 

 Memorial Fund thru week 39: $ 0.00 

Youth (budget $10,000 for 2016) Balance: $ 683.33 

 Balance carried over from 2015: $ -1,256.01 

Income 

 Fundraisers thru week 39: $ 1,890.00 

Expenses 

 Misc. thru week 39: $ 9,950.66 

 ============ 

 $-9,316.67 + 10,000.00 (budget amt) = $683.33 
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Worship Report—Pastor Ogne 
 

 The Choir will be singing for reformation Sunday.  We are also working on Christmas Eve  

services.  There will be one Christmas Day service [Christmas day is a Sunday] at 10am.   

No Sunday School that day. 

 

 Services—Gary Pomrenke will be preaching Nov. 20th, Saifu Deen will be preaching Nov.23rd 

and Bob Bugenhagen, our Wycliffe missionary, has been invited to preach Nov. 27th.  I will be 

in MI for Thanksgiving. 

 
 Conferences—Gary Pomrenke, Saifu Deen, and James Ammons will be attending a confer-

ence learning how best to reconcile people in conflict.  It is Nov. 12th held at the Lutheran 

Church of St. Andrew in Silver Spring. 

 
 Guitarist—Scott Farber has been learning our praise and worship songs and has been playing 

on Wednesday evening.  Praise God!  However, we still need someone for Sunday mornings as 

we are going to be without a guitarist in February. 

 
 Altar Flowers—The altar guild is looking for individuals to assist with flower set up.  Wanda 

Welch has agreed to be “in charge” of the flower handling for special occasions, but would 

love help and assistance.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for this.  I want to thank all the 

individuals assisting with altar care. 

 

Discipleship:  Sean Donaldson  
 

Sunday Bible Studies 

 Sunday School led by Dianne Bicknell - Avg. weekly attendance 10-14 kids from grades PreK 

– 12.  

 Adult Bible Study led by Pastor Ogne- Avg. weekly attendance is 30.  

 Defending Your Faith will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday's of the month for a 9 session.  Study 

titled "Financial Peace University" by Dave Ramsey.   
 

Wednesday Bible Studies 

 2pm—Ladies Afternoon Bible Study led by Bev Linde.  Avg. weekly attendance 4-6. 

 6pm—Children’s Bible Study led by Donna Simonton – Avg. weekly attendance 6-8. 

 6pm—Confirmation led by Pastor – Avg. weekly attendance 4. 

 6pm—Youth Group led by Bryan Mays.  Avg. weekly attendance 8-12. 

 6pm—Young Adult Bible Study led by Jim Ammons.  Average weekly attendance 3-5.  

 6 pm—Adult Women's Bible Study led by Doris Simmons  – Avg. weekly attendance 2-4. 

 6pm—Adult Bible Study led by Graham Bartholomew – currently studying the book of 1 Co-

rinthians  -  Avg. weekly attendance 5-7.  
 

Friday Bible Study 

 9am—Stay At Home Moms Bible Study led by Beth Ogne - Avg. weekly attendance 18. 

 7-9pm—Women's Bible Study led by Beth Mays - Currently doing a bible study titled "Twelve 

Women of the Bible" - avg. attendance is 5-7. 
 

Saturday Bible Study 

 10am—Confirmation class led by Pastor - Avg. weekly attendance is 4 
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Outreach—Shea Gronau  
 

 The E 72 team went out and spoke with citizens in the Bryans Road and La Plata areas, please 

pray that the Holy Spirit will change their hearts.  

 Brandywine Mission: Bible Studies are continuing with Saifu at the Xscapes Theatre. 

 Note: For the months of November and December the Bible study will only be held on the 

first Saturday of the month.   
 

 UPCOMING EVENTS:  NOVEMBER 

 E 72 – November 12th.  Meet at the church at 10:30am.  Come out with us—all are wel-

come. Canceled for the 26th 

 Distribution of the Evangelism DVD to Bryans Road residences. 
 

Property Report—Steve Holton 
 

 Completed work 
 After the  men’s prayer breakfast on Oct. 3rd  a working party headed by Tim O’Barr fin-

ished the baseboards and sound system in the educational, wing. 

 Working projects that continue to be addressed. 

 Mark/Mary Kirby are investigating the proper lighting bulbs that will be required for the 

replacement of the sanctuary bulbs.  

 Joe Gronau is working on replacing the burnt out steeple bulbs, fixing outside night lights. 

 Repairing the closing mechanism to the educational wing front door. 

 Replacing lighting fixtures in educational wing Sunday school rooms with LED lighting. 

 Repairing broken toilet in men’s room of the educational wing 
 

Old Business—None to report 
 

New Business 
 

Reports review 

 Review and Endorse FY17 Budget 
 Council reviewed the pledges for FY17 and the proposed budget. 

 There were a lot of hard choices made to make numerous cuts to our budget.   

 Council urges all congregational members to participate in our congregational meeting in 

November as we will meet to approve our FY17 budget.  

 Andrei made a motion to accept and forward the budget as discussed for congregational 

approval, Michael seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

 LCMS Constitutional Amendments 
 There are three Synod level constitutional amendments that were approved at the Synod 

convention that require all congregations in the Synod to vote and approve for this to be 

formally accepted.  We will discuss and vote on these at the congregational meeting.   

 Pastor discussed the need to modify our Constitutional By-Laws to make clear in the Constitu-

tion who LCOOS will perform services for and to whom we will rent the Fellowship Hall.  We 

will work on the exact wording and present this to the congregation. 

 November calendar review. 

 Congregational Meeting – November 15 at 7:00pm. 
 

The meeting conclude at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of the 

church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Patty Davis 
Council Secretary 

 



  

 

 

The Mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of the LCMS in affirming her 

relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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Minutes of the LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

October 10, 2016 

 

Attendees: Doris Simmons, Pat Sammons, Rosa Ammons, Beth Ogne, Shea Gronau, Isatu Deen,  

                   Hamzatu Deen 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm. 

  

Opening Prayer: Doris Simmons. 

 

Devotion: Portals of Prayer Devotional Read by Doris Simmons  

 

Reports  

 

 LWML—Zone Rep Doris Simmons 

 No news to report – information about DCMARVA grants voted on at the convention for 2016-

2018 will be shown on LWML Sunday and can be found on the LWML website.  

 Altar Guild—Rhonda Piegols 

 No report 

 Angel’s Watch Women’s Shelter—Rhonda Piegols  

 No report 

 Shut-ins/Homebound Ministry—Tracie Pomrenke 

 This ministry needs more volunteers to help make and deliver meals for shut-ins. Sign-up sheet 

is in the narthex.  

 Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Center of So. MD—Donna Ellis 

 Compassion Trailer was here October 6th- 8th.   

 Bethesda Lutheran Home—Jennifer Young 

 No report 

  St. Jude’s Hospital/Ranch—Jennifer Young 

 Don’t throw away those old greeting cards! Cut the fronts off and put them in the basket in the 

outer narthex. They will be sent to St. Jude’s, where they will be made into new cards and sold 

to help support their mission.  Collection of fronts of cards begins in November and ends in Feb-

ruary. 

 Post Card Ministry—Shea Gronau  

 Post cards for the Harvest Party have been mailed. 

 Cradle Role—Joanne Gerber 

 Cradle roll is current.  Thank you JoAnn for taking over this ministry and thank you Bev for 

your years of service and for setting up a great system!  

 Events Coordinator— Lorraine Bartholomew 

 Ladies Prayer breakfasts have been put on hold until after the holidays.   

 Yard Sale scheduled for October 8th was cancelled until spring. 

 Harvest Party is October 31st.  Volunteers are needed for this event.  Sign-up sheet is in the 

narthex.   
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 Newsletter items need to be submitted October 25th to Betty Ellis.   

 

New business 

 

 LWML Sunday is scheduled for October 23rd.  Don’t forget to wear purple!  Doris will 

speak about LWML.  The LWML ladies will conduct the lay parts of the service.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 14th at 7:00pm. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:00pm.  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Beth Ogne 
Recorder  
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Bible Quiz 

 

     Fill in the blank to complete this verse from a psalm of thanksgiving: 

“Bless the LORD, O my ______, and forget not all his benefits.” 
 

A. people 

B. soul 

C. heart 

D. children 
Answer: B (See Psalm 103:2, ESV.) 



   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (H) (301) 655-0264 
(O) (301) 375-7507 

Pastoral Assistants Jim Ammons 

Saifu Deen 

Michael Ellis 

Gary Pomrenke  

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259  

(301) 743-3688 

(240) 424-2451  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Acting Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Acting, Financial Sec. Crystal OBarr 240-585-0882  

Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large/Prop. Steve Holton (301) 375-6036 

Discipleship  Sean Donaldson (301) 283-2008 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Diane Bicknell (301) 653-9154 

LWML Jackie Renner (240) 593-0526  

Altar Guild Rhonda Piegols (301) 934-8242  

Youth Group Leader Sean Donaldson (301) 283-2008 

Seasoned Citizens  Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Leadership Directory 
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Bookkeeper Patty Stine (301) 751-6162  

Van Manager  Graham Bartholomew  (301) 717-2048  

Bulletin Publication Joan Lane (301) 743-3115 

Office Manager/Organist/

Choir Director 
Betty Ellis (H) (301) 743-3688 

(O) (301) 375-7507 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2   Amber Freeman 

      Gabriel Kruse 

3    Bryan Mays 

5    Joel Brinson 

      Nicole Poor 

6    Kimberly Monge 

7    Liam Toye 

8    Charlize Martin 

11  Lynda Sapsai 

      Elise McDonald 

14  Charles Frost 

15  James Ammons VI 

16  Amanda McBride 

      Jacqueline Renner 

19  Kara Krause 

21  Dereck Turner 

23  Betty Ellis 

      Michelle Moy 

24  Michana Shaner 

      Bandu Kannie 

27  Alvin Piegols 

      Rosa Ammons 

29  Bill Cole 

      Kelly Wisotzkey 

The long view of Advent 
 

     Advent is about preparing not only for Christmas but also for Jesus’ return. According to 

Scripture, that won’t be the calm, silent scene described in Christmas carols. 
 

     In 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached: “It is very remarkable that we face the thought that 

God is coming so calmly, whereas previously peoples trembled at the day of God .... We have 

become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that we no 

longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us. We ... [forget] the serious 

aspect, that the God of the world draws near to the people of our little earth & lays claim to us.” 
 

      God is love; we’ll be in good hands at the end of time. But during Advent, also be in awe of 

God. Embrace a reverent fear of the Lord that reminds you how profound it is that God chooses 

again and again to draw near and lay claim to you. 
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CT = Compassion  

          Trailer 
 
 

1 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

7pm Choir  

2 

2pm Ladies Bible  

         Study 
 

 
 

5:45pm  Meal       

6:15pm  Bible S.  

7:15pm Praise Serv 

3
 

 
10am-2pm CT 

 

 

 

 

4 

10am Mom’s  

          Bible Study 

10am-2pm CT 

 

7pm Youth Night 

7pm Women’s  

          Bible Study 

5 

8am Men’s Prayer 

         Breakfast 

10am-2pm CT 

10:30am Bible S. 

       Xscapes Theater 

8pm  Sat. Night  

         Alive (AA) 

6 

 

8:30am  Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School   

11:00am Praise Serv 

12:30 Defending 

          Your Faith 

7 

 

 

 

6:30pm Praise     

       Team Prac 

8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7pm Choir  

9 

2pm Ladies Bible  

         Study 

 

 

5:45pm  Meal       

6:15pm  Bible S.  

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther’s 

Birthday, 1483 

11  

 

 

 

10am Mom’s  

          Bible Study 

7pm Women’s  

          Bible Study 

12 

9am Prayer 

 10:30am E72  

10am-2pm CT 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

          Alive (AA) 

13 

 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School   

11:00am Praise Serv 

1pm Seasoned Cit. 

        Dinner Zee Best, 

         La Plata 

2pm Serv. Vets Hm 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm LWML 

15 

6pm Elders & 

Choir  

 

16 

2pm Ladies Bible  

         Study 

 
 

 

 
 

5:45pm  Meal       

6:15pm  Bible S.  

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

10am Mom’s  

          Bible Study 
 

 

 

 
 

7pm Women’s  

          Bible Study 

19 

9am Prayer 

 

 

Fellowship Build-

ing in use  

 
 

8pm  Sat. Night  

          Alive (AA) 

20 Christ the King Sun 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School   

11:00am Praise Serv 

12:30 Defending 

          Your Faith 

21 

 

 

 6:30pm Praise     

       Team Prac 

22 

 
 

7pm Choir  

23 

5:45pm  Meal       

6:15pm  Bible S.  

 

24 

 
 
 

25 

10am Mom’s  

          Bible Study 

 

7pm Women’s  

          Bible Study 

26 

9am Prayer 

10:15am E72 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

           Alive (AA) 

     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday    Friday      Saturday 

27  

 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School   

11:00am Praise Serv 

Guest Speaker:  Bob 

Bugenhagen/Wycliffe   

28 

 

29 

 

 

 

7pm Choir  

30 

2pm Ladies Bible  

         Study 

 
5:45pm  Meal       

6:15pm  Bible S.  

7:15pm Praise Serv 

Learning to repent 

     Just as we learn to read, share and play ball, we learn to apologize, right a wrong and repent. Grace-filled parents, 

teachers and other adults can guide that process. 
 

     A young visitor to a national park took home a pine cone, despite the adage to “take only photos and leave only 

footprints.” But the child — likely prompted by Mom or Dad — later thought better of it. Opening a lumpy envelope 

from the mail, a park ranger was tickled and touched to discover the pine cone. An anonymous note in childish script 

explained regret for “my decision” and asked that the bit of nature be returned to its rightful place. 
 

     As Advent begins November 7th, remember it is a time to reflect & repent. Repentance is tough, but the caring sup-

port of someone more mature in life and faith can make it easier.  May we all keep learning to say we’re sorry.  



The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 

Phone:      301(375-7507) 

Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 

Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Sun 12:30   Defending Your Faith  

                      (1st & 3rd Sun)  

         2:00    Charlotte Hall Veterans   

                      Home (2nd & 5th Sun) 

 

Wed 2:00   Women’s Bible Study   

         6:15   Bible Study for all  

 

Fri    9:00   Mom’s Bible Study  

                      w/Beth(301)651-7228  

          7:00   Women’s Bible Study  

                       w/Rosa (301)743-3931 
                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus died on the cross to save: 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday  

8:30am  Traditional Service 

9:45am  Sunday School for “all”  

11:00am Praise/Worship Service  
                 

Wednesday  

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  

7:15pm  Praise/Worship Service   
 

                   Thursday, Nov 23 
 

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  

7:15pm Thanksgiving Eve Trad.Serv. 

     About two-thirds of Americans say 

eating Thanksgiving leftovers is more im-

portant than eating the actual holiday 

meal. That’s one of the few times people 

hope food is left on the table. 

 

     When it comes to giving out blessings, 

God doesn’t want any leftovers to remain. 

In Genesis 12:2, God blesses Abraham so 

he will be a blessing to others. 

Always thankful 
 

     Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, 

wrote the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” 

in 1636. At the time, the Thirty Years’ War was 

ravaging central Europe, claiming millions of 

lives. Rinkart served as pastor in Eilenburg, a 

walled town that became a crowded refuge for 

starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was struggling to provide for 

his own family, he opened his own home to people in need.  
 

     After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 

50 funerals a day — including services for his wife & the only 

other two pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote many 

hymns, including “Now Thank We All Our God.” Originally 

intended as a table prayer, it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to 

remember God’s “countless gifts of love” — even during 

hardships. 


