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From the Pastor………………………………………………………… 
 
 
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. [John 15:12-17] 

 

Greetings in the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ!  The month is February – 
and what day falls in February?  That is correct – Valentines Day!  Valentines 
Day has become synonymous with the celebration of romantic love; yet I want 
to take the opportunity to talk about Biblical love.   

Love should be the crown of every single Christian.  One of the most famous 
hymns of the church sings, “they will know we are Christians by our love.”  

And here is this world’s greatest problem with Biblical love – Biblical love is sac-
rifice.  Today the word sacrifice is not well received; yet Jesus has told us that 
sacrifice is a part of our Christian identity.  In Luke 9:23 Jesus says these words, 
“23 if anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.”  In order to be a Christian and follow Christ one 
must sacrifice their own fleshly and sinful desires and embrace the Christ.  

The same is said for Biblical love.  According to Jesus we as Christians are to love 
one another in the same manner as Jesus has loved us.  This does not mean that 
we need to be martyred or die a painful death on behalf of someone else – as 
Jesus died to pay for our penalties and sins.  It does mean however that we are 
to sacrifice our own interests for the interests of others.  It does mean that we 
are to, “give our life” for our friends.  It does mean that to love each other is 
sometimes going to hurt.   
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Too often in our culture we are concerned only with, “me.”  Yet, this was never Jesus’ concern.  His  
concern was always for, “them.”  And the, “them” was the crowds, the sick, the indigent, and the hurting.   
It was Jesus’ own words that said, “it is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come 
to call the righteous but sinners.”   
 
Jesus’ entire life was a sacrifice.  For God to become man is a sac-
rifice.  For God to be humiliated on a cross is a sacrifice.  For God 
to simply put up with sinners is a sacrifice.  Yet, God does all this 
because He loves us. 
 
Someone may say to me, “but what about me?  Are not my needs 
supposed to be met?”  The answer to that question is, “yes.  Of 
course.  But they are supposed to be met by others – not your-
self.”  And of course our ultimate needs are met in Jesus – our 
need for acceptance, our need for forgiveness, our need to know 
our value, our need to know our importance – all these needs are 
met directly by God through His Son Jesus. 
 
In a marriage the needs of the husband and wife are to be met; but they are to be met by the other part-
ner. The wife is to pour herself into the needs of her husband, and her husband is to pour himself into the 
needs of his wife.  In this way both needs are being met but they are being met by the other.  Therefore, 
both are sacrificing and yet both are being filled.  This is the way of the Christian – this is the way of love. 
 This is the way of Christ.  He poured out His blood and filled us.  Now, as a response of love, we pour out 
our heart and worship, serve, and obey Him. 
 
Incidentally, Valentines Day is named as it is in memory of one Saint Valentine.  While people have differ-
ing opinions as to who exactly the original Saint Valentine is, the most prominent theory is that He was a 
holy priest in Rome, who, with St. Marius and his family, assisted the martyrs in the persecution under 
Claudius II. He was apprehended, and sent by the emperor to the prefect of Rome, who, on finding all his 
promises to make him renounce his faith ineffectual, commended him to be beaten with clubs, and after-
wards, to be beheaded, which was executed on February 14, about the year 270. 
 
Saint Valentine was a man who gave up his life for the Christ 
and for His martyrs; for he agreed and lived out the creed that 
greater love has no one than this – that he give up his life for his 
friend.   
 
May you have a blessed February – and may we truly love one 
another.   
 
Your pastor and friend, 
 
 



Seasoned Citizens News….. 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
Don’t forget to save your aluminum cans and all metals! 
Drop them off at the top of the hill on the right as you enter 
into the church parking lots. If you need a “pick-up” of larger 
items, please speak with Steve Holton. Steve and Michael 
Ellis take them to the recycling center for cash. They collect-
ed over a THOUSAND dollars last year which helps with 
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The Seasoned Citizens enjoyed dinner together at Marie's in January. 
Our February 8th dinner is planned to be held at 6pm at Galazio in 
LaPlata.  The restaurant is located at 6223 Crain Highway.  It is in 
the building that was formerly a Pizza Hut.  The menu contains  
several Greek specialties as well delicious typically American  
entrees.  You can view the winter menu on line.  Be sure to sign up  
for this special treat. 

 
We are also planning to visit the Port Tobacco Players on Sunday April 8th to 
see the production of  "Jesus Christ, Superstar."  Betty has reserved 28 seats.  
Tickets are $14 per person and the money is due to Betty by March 25th. 
Please make checks out to Port Tobacco Players .  All ages are welcome to join 
us for this event. (But our Seasoned members can move pretty fast to scoop 
up tickets.) We will be dining at Hunan Star in La Plata before the play. 
 

I have heard of some interest in visiting the Ark replica 
in Kentucky.  I recently received an add from K and B 
Tours in Mechanicsville for a 5 day trip to visit the Ark.  
It is scheduled for June 24-28, and will cost $715 per per-
son sharing a double room.  If you want more infor-
mation you can google Ark Encounter with K and B 
Tours, or Bill@kandbtours.com, or 240-925-0801. Several 
of my friends and I have taken some of Bill's trips.  They 
are a good value. 



  
 
 
 

 

Minutes of the LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
January 8, 2018 

 
 
Attendees: Rosa Ammons, Beth Ogne, Beth Mays, Shea Gronau, Isatu Deen, Savannah Gronau 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm. 
 
Opening Prayer: Savannah 
Devotion: From Joyce Meyer 1 Cor 6:19 “Take care of what God has given you” read by Beth Mays 
 
Reports: 
 
 LWML  - Zone Rep Doris Simmons   

The District is accepting proposals for the disbursement of mission grants.  We would like to present a proposal 
which must be in by April 1, 2018.  If you have a ministry in mind please bring it to the LWML for considera-
tion. Some things to consider….. 

❖ Does the grant project help us reach the unreached with God’s Word and Sacrament? ❖ Does it minister to 
individuals or groups with special needs – the homeless, the disabled, cross-cultural populations, etc.? ❖ Does it 
encourage and support preparation for Christian ministry? ❖ Does the project wisely use Mites to reach many? 
April 28- Spring Rally at Peace Lutheran in DC “Run and Tell It” 
Sept 21-23- LWML Convention in Richmond VA. Who’s our YWR? Delegates  

 
 Altar Guild:  Rhonda Piegols 

No Report 
 

 Angel’s Watch Women’s Shelter:  Rhonda Piegols 
No Report 
 

 Shut-ins/Memorial Ministry: 
No Report 
 

 Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Center of So. MD:  Donna Ellis 
Compassion Trailer will be here February 1-3 
 

 Bethesda Lutheran Home: Isatu Deen 
Collection of labels is on-going. The collection box is in the narthex. 
 

 St. Jude’s Hospital/Ranch: Isatu Deen 
Cut the fronts of your old greeting cards and put them in the basket in the outer  narthex.  Collection of fronts of 

cards begins in November and ends in February. 
 

 Post Card Ministry: - Shea Gronau 
No Report 
 

 Cradle Role: JoAnn Garber 
No Report 
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LCOOS—Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minutes 

Continued on next page 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minutes Continued... 

New Business: 
 
 Discussion on the future events and how to engage more ladies and get them involved. 
 Also discussed making an insert for the bulletin’s for LWML events 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
 “Sisters in Study” recurring 2nd and 4th Friday of each month at different ladies homes. 

JAN 12, 7pm @  Beth Mays House  
JAN 26, 7pm @  Beth Mays House 
FEB 9,   7pm @  Beth Ogne House 
FEB 23, 7pm @  Beth Ogne House  
 

 January 20- Ladies outing- Bowling @ Bowl America- 2pm-4pm  $12 per person Meeting at Church at 1pm to carpool 
 Feb 10th-“All About Love” Prayer Breakfast with Special Guest Laura making items at a cost.  If you want to make the 

items the cost is $10 per person.  The breakfast is by donation. 
 Mar 17, 9am- Community Service at the Catherine Foundation  
 Mar 31- Easter Eggtravaganza  
 April 14 and 21- R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense) Course  
 May 12th- Mother’s Day Tea 
 June 2 or 9- Ladies Yard Sale 
 June 23-24 Ladies Beginner Overnight Camping Trip 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 12th, at 7:00p.m. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:50p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shea Gronau 
Secretary  
 
*************************************************************************** 

 

*************************************************************************** 

 

 

 
Friday, February 9th— 7:00pm  Sisters in Study Bible Study 

 
Saturday, February 10th  9:00AM — “All About Love” Prayer Breakfast  

 
Monday, February 12th  7:00pm — LWML Meeting (Church Fellowship Hall) 

 



Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Continued….. 
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Friday. March 9th  — LWML to prepare Safe Nights Dinner  

Monday,  March 12th  — 7:00pm LWML Meeting Fellowship Hall  

Saturday, March 17th — 9:00am Community Service at the Catherine Foundation 

Friday, March 23rd — 7:00pm “Sisters in Study” 

Saturday, March 31st —  Easter EGGstravaganza 

 

Living in Joy: Joy in Sharing the Gospel 
         Joy in Sharing the Gospel 
                   In the Word 

            “Come and see,” said Philip. John 1:46b 

Of the Word 

“Mommy, Mommy, come and see!” All mommies — and daddies, too — have dropped whatever they were 
doing to share the excitement of that moment. Whether it was a fuzzy caterpillar, the first fish caught, or a 
sunny yellow dandelion, the event had to be shared. 
When Jesus found Philip, He said, “Follow Me.” Philip was so impressed by Jesus that he told Nathanael, 
“He’s the One we’ve been waiting for!” When Nathanael was unimpressed, Philip simply said, “Come and 
see.” (John 1:43–46) He could have debated, might have argued, but he simply extended the invitation. To-
day we may apply Philip’s words in two ways. First of all, what people have invited us to “Come and see”? 
Did Jesus use them to bring us closer to Him? Secondly, to whom can we lovingly say, “Come and see”? We 
are the tools the Master uses, just as He used Philip. 
 

Walking with my Lord 
 
Dear Lord, thank You for the people who have touched my life in positive ways. Thank You especially for 
those whose invitations and examples have helped me in my walk with You. Please help me to lovingly, 
boldly say, “Come and see.” Use me, Lord, to show Your love and spread Your joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
Mustard Seed: Living in Joy  



Hey Everybody, 
       Just a quick note to let everybody know what’s going on 
with our youth group at LCOOS! Pastor and I for the past three 
months have had the youth groups Bible studies (Wednesday 
nights at 6:15pm and on Sunday mornings at 10am) We mirror 
what he’s been preaching in his sermon. We figured this way 
the youth are able to hear the message twice, but also in an 
environment where they are able to have an open discussion 
on the topic and relate it to their lives.  
 

In addition to the Youth Bible Studies, we also have Youth Night on the first Friday of eve-
ry month from 7pm to 10pm at LCOOS. January’s Youth Nights main focus and topic was 
how to stay Christian in a world full of social media. We talked about the challenges they 
face when using Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and Snapchat and how to not only up-
hold our Christian values, but also how to not destroy our witness when doing so. Ashley 
Groves lead the Bible Study and there was a lot of discussion about how to over come 
challenges that are faced on a daily basis. She had some great role playing exercises 
planned out that really helped the youth relate, as well as share some of their personal  
experiences. 
 
We also recently had a 
Youth Fun Day outing at 
Shadowland laser tags in 
VA. with over 20 youth in 
attendance and it was a 
great time had by all. As 
the New Year gears up and 
we move closer to June 
25-30th and our yearly 
mission trip to Fuge in 
Philly; we will be doing 
several outings to help the 
youth get more comforta-
ble witnessing to people 
and also contributing by 
helping out people in need 
within our community.  

Thank you for all your help, support and prayers for the youth at LCOOS and as always 
please keep them in your prayers. 
 
Him Before Me, 
 
Bryan 
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LCOOS YOUTH HAPPENINGS ………………………... 
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Christian Symbols …….. 

Have You Heard The Good News...Are You Ready To Give and To Receive A Bless-
ing?   We will be providing food and shelter for approxi-
mately 40-45 people (men women and children) on March 
4th through March 11th, 2018.  Did you know that there are 
over 12,000 homeless people in just the Washington, Mary-
land, Virginia area?  I was shocked!  Homelessness doesn’t 
discriminate. It affects all races, all sexes, all ages, Christian 
and Non Christian alike. Many people find themselves sud-
denly homeless due to a health issue (physical or men-
tal)….the loss of a job… a catastrophic event ...any number of things.  They are unfortunately thrown into a helpless sit-
uation. Lifestyle of Charles County  (301) 609-9900 , helps find housing, food, and jobs for those less fortunate than you 
and I.  Throughout the cold winter months they have afforded us, and other churches in the area, the opportunity to 
Serve the Lord by Serving His People. Will You Help Us to Help Them?  What a wonderful 
opportunity for families to serve together.  Is the Lord calling you?  Are you answering 
“Yes Lord...Yes Lord… Yes Yes Lord!”  Are you singing it with me?  Awesome!  Now 
please take the time to look over the many opportunities there are to help. The sign up 
board (yes board because there is so many blessings to choose from) is in the narthex.   
Still can’t decide? Maybe this Daily Devotional from Our daily Bread August 2008 will 
help you.... It did me.                  

Do you love Me? . . . Feed My sheep. —John 21:17  
 
Just before Jesus left this earth, He instructed Simon Peter to care for the dearest object of His love—His sheep. How 
could anyone care for them as Jesus cares? Only out of love for Him. There is no other way. 
Three times Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love Me?” Peter answered, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” Each time, 
Jesus answered, “Feed My sheep.” 
 
Was Jesus unaware of Peter’s love? Of course not. His threefold question was not for Himself, but for Peter. He asked 
His questions to underscore the essential truth that only love for Christ would sustain Peter in the work that lay 
ahead—that arduous, demanding work of caring for people’s souls—perhaps the hardest work of all. 
 
Jesus did not ask Peter if he loved His sheep, but if he loved Him. Affection for God’s people in itself will not sustain us. 
His sheep can be unresponsive, unappreciative, and harshly critical of our efforts to love and to serve them. In the end, 
we will find ourselves defeated and discouraged. 
 
The “love of Christ”—our love for Him—is the only sufficient motivation that will enable us to stay the course, to con-
tinue to feed the flock of God. Thus Jesus asks you and me, “Do you love Me? Feed My sheep.” 
It is love for Christ that will enable us to love His children.  Our Daily Bread August 2008 

Safe Nights  March 4th—March 11th 

 
The simplest and most common cross symbol used in Christianity 
is the Latin cross. It may not have come into use until the 2nd or 
3rd century. 

The empty cross, usually favored by Protestants, reminds Chris-
tians of the resurrection, while the crucifix (with the body of Jesus 
on it), favored by Catholic and Orthodox churches, is a reminder of 
Christ's sacrifice. 



LCOOS  Council Meeting Minutes—  
 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 
Date January 16, 2018 

 
Council Attendees:    President: Andrei Sapsai x 

V. Pres.: Hanson Kannie x 
Secretary: Patty Davis x 
Treasurer: Lynn Wells x 
Worship: Pastor Ogne x 

Head Elder: Michael Ellis x 
Discipleship: Saifu Deen x 
Outreach: Shea Gronau x 

Member at Large: Steve Holton x 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 
Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on 1/24/2018. 
 
The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Treasurer's Report 
As of December 31, 2017 
 
Cash Accounts 
· Operating Fund 1:         $71,954.74 
· Operating Fund 2:         $60,781.64 
· SAV – Bldg:         $28,070.19 
· Savings:                         $70,604.43 
· Memorial Fund:             $3,590.92  ($3,465.92+200-75) 
 
Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2017 
· 2017 Yearly Operating Budget:   $357,758.40 
· 2017 Yearly Revenue Estimate:   $357,800.00  ( .5% increase over actual 2016 income of $355,962.48) 
 
Operating 
· Offering (1&2)  thru week 53:        $361,835.08 
· Other income (3) thru week 53:         $13,340.43 
· Operating Revenue thru week 53:    $375,175.51 
· Operating Expenditures thru week 53: $337,369.98 
· Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 12/31/17:   $37,805.53 
 
Operating – Averages 
· Average giving per wk thru week 53:                         $6,827.08 
· Average Expenditures per wk thru week 53:              $6,365.47 
· Average Budget per wk:                                             $6,879.96 
 
LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (12/14/2037)        $874,474.67         
 
LWML  - Balance  $1,109.34 
Balance carried over from 2016:       $373.2                                                       Continued Next Page…... 
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Income 
· Mites thru week 53:                                                    $ 598.95 
· Other income thru week 53:                                     $1,959.09 
 
Expenses 
· Mites thru week 53:                                                   $  598.95 
· Other thru week 53:                                      $  222.98 
· Conferences thru week 53:                                       $1,000.00 
 
Memorial Fund    Balance $ 3,590.92 
Balance carried over from 2016:                                      $3,816.02                       
Income 
· Memorial Fund Donations thru week 53:                             
                  Undesignated                                        $ 6,626.02 
Expense                                                                                                
· Memorial Fund thru week 53:                                    $ 6,851.12 
 
Youth (budget $7,500 for 2017)    Balance:  $ 7,303.57 
Balance carried over from 2016:                                       $ 1,151.59 
Income 
Fundraisers thru week 53:                                                 $  9,902.43 
Expenses 
Misc thru week 53:                                                            $10,896.95 

============ 
$157.07 + 7,500.00 (budget amt) = $7,657.07 
 

           
Worship: 

 
*  Gary Pomrenke is officially a member of St. Paul’s in Mechanicsville and has applied for the Special Ministry Pastorate from 
the Southeastern District.  If accepted he will be installed at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  We give him Godspeed and please 
pray for both Him and Traci!  
  
*  The Choir begins practice for Lent/Easter on the 1st Tuesday in February.  Their practices begin at 7pm.  Please join up if 
you are interested!  Nancy Love has agreed again to direct the choir. 
 
*  Our YouTube issues have been corrected and now the sermons and puppet shows are streaming well.  Please share them 
– we want as many people to be touched by God’s Word as we can! 
 
*  Please keep the reconciliation training conference in your prayers – in the hopes that we all live lives holy and well pleasing 
to God. 
 
*  A TV has been wirelessly hooked up to the service so that in the Nursery now we stream the service; so that if any parent 
needs to go to the Nursery during the church service they can still see/listen to the entire service. 
 

         Discipleship: 
 
Bev Linde Wednesday Bible Study: Canceled for January, February, March and probably April as a result of poor attendance, 
which could be because of the timing. We are looking for ways to involve others and hope to have a better attendance in the com-
ing summer. Currently averaging about three people. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                       Continued Next Page…... 
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STEVENS MINISTRY; currently has five students meeting every other Saturday. There is one student who has missed all her clas-
ses because of her work schedule. Bev is planning to do something special to accommodate her and will try to look for any others 
who can join them hopefully this coming summer. 
 
Pastor Ogne’s Confirmation class; has 8 students on Wednesday’s and 2 on Saturday’s meeting. They are currently on the petitions 
of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Adult Bible Study; averaging about 40 participants and currently discussing 1 Timothy. 
 
Men's prayer breakfast on the first Saturday every month had 19 participants in the month of January in which Psalm 119:1-8 was 
discussed. 
 
Defending Your Faith; averaging 20 participants meeting on the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 1:00 p.m. every month. 
 
Beth Mays, Ladies Bible Study; Started again on Friday, January 12, 2018 and hopes to meet every second and fourth Friday of 
each month, averaging 5-10 ladies per night.  They intend to start their studies with 1 Timothy and then through all the other smaller 
books of the New Testament. 
 
Graham Bartholomew; Wednesday night Bible Study is averaging about 10 people -they are currently studying the book of Romans. 
 
    Bryan Mays Youth group is averaging 10-15 youths in Sunday Bible Study and they spent time talking and watched a movie on 
Martin Luther-King Junior. They had their Youth night last Friday January 12, 2018 with an attendance of about 25 Youths in which 
they studied the Bible, talking about staying a Christian when dealing with Social Media, for an hour and 2 hours of free time. 
Bryan and I discussed and agreed on having Christian movies night, pending Church Council approval; serving drinks, popcorn, 
French fries, chicken wings, hot dogs, hamburgers, etc. (all foods made & served on demand) every second Saturday of each month 
for the youths, hoping that it will attract neighboring youths who are not members of LCOOS. 
 
Heather Nault’s Sunday School. Heather is the new Sunday School director, taking over from Dianne who served in that position for 
about 10 years. Heather will be starting on a new curriculum and having a single room operation for now. She is averaging 16 chil-
dren every Sunday, from pre-K through sixth grade. 
 
              Outreach: 
  
E72: All are welcomed to join in these evangelism efforts.  We go out in the community twice a month and pray for people and their 
families.   Dates: January 27th   
  February 10th and February 17th  
Upcoming Events:   None  
   
        Property Report: 

 
Work Completed 

1. Lighting in the Sanctuary: all light bulbs were changed to LED lighting. 
 

Work to be Completed 
1. Men’s room bathroom toilet stall door to be fixed. (Tim O’Barr working on this) 
2. Youth room: outside siding to A/C units need replacing. (Tim O’Barr working on this) 
3. Pressure wash exterior to Educational wing. (Joe Gronau will do this job when the weather permits) 
4. Speaker wire in fellowship hall to be covered up. 
5. Pot hole repair on Downs Dr. (will call Charles County Government) 

· Steve Holton to call Charles County Government to see if they will repair the pot hole. 
6. Storage shelves required:  work in progress. 

                   Continued Next Page…... 
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LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Contiued... 

 UPDATE LCOOS Aluminum Can Recycle Program 
 
LCOOS has been operating a recycling program for aluminum and steel cans ONLY since 2011.  The recycling bins are located by 
the storage sheds as you enter the church grounds.  Please do not place any plastic bottles, glass bottles, cardboard or plastic bags 
in these recycling bins. 
 
Car batteries, cooper wire, steel products, and other aluminum products may be brought to the collection area also. (Old refrigera-
tors, washing machines, clothes dryers, broken lawn mowers, etc. can also be dropped off.  Contact Steve Holton if you need assis-
tance with arranging pick up from your residence of large items.   
 
PROFITS MADE: 
 
 2017 - $213.00.   
 Total profits made since 2011 - $2,824.55. 
 
Old Business: 

· Youth room – replace outside siding. 
· Pressure wash exterior – Education Building 
· Hide Speaker wire by exit door in Fellowship hall 
· Add special lighting in Sanctuary 
· Repair Pot Hole on Downs Drive 
· Storage required for: 
  1.  Bible Study – Heather Nault and Pam Mayes are researching options and estimates.   
       Tim O’Barr is also working on an estimate. 
  2.  Choir song Books 

 
New Business: 

· Reports review 
· Purchase of Parsonage – planning session 
· Built on the Rock –  CH1 
 1.  Don’t forget your homework 
· Church Securtiy 
 **  Heather Drake to provide draft security plan for the February 2018 council meeting. 
· Homeless Week Planning 04-11MAR17 

**  Two trailers are needed on March 11, 2017, to transport Safe Nights beds and personal belongings      
to the church assigned for the following week.  If you have a trailer and are willing to help, please 
contact Steve Holton. 

 
Prayer – Each meeting will conclude at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 
the church. 
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      2018 Lutheran Marriage  
Encounter Weekends  

Announced 
 

      
Your marriage relationship is one of the things in life 

that provides the greatest potential for happiness. Is yours living up to this potential? Please make 
2018 the year you resolve to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to max-
imize the joy and intimacy that God intends for your marriage. 
 
The following Weekends have been scheduled with one more to be added in Massachusetts in 
the fall. 
 
* March 16-18, 2018 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA. A newly-renovated hotel, 
home of the unique treehouse-inspired restaurant, "Loxley's." 
 
* April 6-8, 2018 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College PA. A peaceful resort surrounded by 
a golf course and nestled in the woods in the center of PA. 
 
* September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A lovely hotel-style facil-
ity In a wooded area of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown. 
 
* October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to 
Olmsted Mansion in Allegheny National Forest, 2 hours north of Pittsburgh. 
 
Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per couple 
registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a 
confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program. To 
be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the web-
site: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the registration fee with your credit card, or marking 
the option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form 
mailed to you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Scham-
ber, at 724-325-3166  or  e-mail them at  fjschamber@comcast.net. 
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           Stephen Ministry                     
 

Our Stephen Ministry classes are continuing through these cold 
winter months.  We are thankful for the dedication shown by  the 
members of the class who come prepared and work through many 
exercises on a Saturday morning.  We are getting to the stage of 
training that involves more practice, which means role playing 
(groaning in unison).  It can be painful at times, also entertaining, 
but very helpful in preparing for actual ministry. 
 
I will be starting a new class in April, after Easter.  This class will 
meet when it is convenient for the member(s).  Time and date will 
be determined at the end of each class, rather than established for 
the entire training period.  If meeting time has been something 
that has prevented your participation, please consider joining this 
class.  If you are interested, you may indicate your intention to me, 
Jim Ammons, or Adrienne Norwood. 
 

Please continue to include our Stephen Ministry volunteers and program in your prayers. 
 
Bev Linde  

 

 
 
The mission of The sTephen minisTries organizaTion is summed up in 
sT. paul’s leTTer To The ephesians (4:12–13). 
 
These words describe why The organizaTion exisTs, whaT They do 
for people and congregaTions, and The difference They hope To 
make in The world in 2018 and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 https://www.facebook.com/StephenMinistries 



Commentary: Black History Month — diversity 
that's not divisive 
By John Nunes 

The starting point for celebrations of African-American history month in Febru-
ary begins with the recognition of the unique struggles and toilsome success-
es of people of African descent. 

For Lutheran Christians, however, the celebrations do not end there. God’s 
people necessarily possess a faith-inspired, theologically defined, transcend-
ing vision of the human community: “so we, though many, are one 
body (soma)in Christ, and individually members one of another” (Rom. 12:5).  

This mystery of our unity in Christ is nothing short of miraculous. Jesus Christ 
is the cosmic glue, so to speak, which holds us together in spite of our differences (Col. 1:17). Nowhere is 
this more evident than at the church’s altar. We receive together the real presence of Jesus — “This is my 
body (soma, again) which is for you” (1 Cor. 11:24). 

Irrespective of the amount of melanin we may biologically possess, regardless of our regional or cultural dis-
tinctiveness, it’s not the color of our skin, but our shared Redeemer from sin and brokenness that unifies us. 
We belong! We are reconciled to God and to one another through faith alone, by grace, not race or any oth-
er ephemeral human category. This fabulous “Life Together” which we enjoy frees us to take this February 
pause for Black History Month, in order to honor the particular lives of particular people from particular cul-
tural communities, in a manner that is not divisive. 

In fact, the Lutheran Confessions commend our recollection of those who have run the race of faith; these 
saints should be honored with “imitation: first of their faith, then of their other virtues, which people should 
imitate according to their callings” (Ap  XXI 6, Kolb/Wengert). 

I would like to take a quick peek at two 20th-century Lutheran leaders: Richard C. Dickinson (1925-2010) 
and Gudina Tumsa (1929-1979), one from the United States and one from Ethiopia — both unashamedly of 
African descent and both unapologetically Lutheran.   

Dickinson’s gravely ill mother, Alice, was ravaged by ill health and was advised by doctors to abort her child 
in order to save her own life. She decided to let God decide. Richard lived. And Alice herself lived to 103 
years of age. Rising from conditions of extreme economic poverty in rural Alabama, born less than two 
months before Malcolm X, Richard was wealthy with resilient faith in Jesus Christ. He walked with personal 
integrity and humility in service to God’s mission of justice, mercy and justification by grace. 

From the 1960s through the 1980s, Dr. Dickinson challenged the church with bold speech, with parrhesia — 
which in the New Testament can mean both candid rhetoric and cheerful fearlessness. Dickinson pos-
sessed both. His favorite topic was addressing the church’s seemingly intractable legacy of racism, its ac-
quiescence to cultural systems of structural sin that grotesquely compromise its evangelical witness and 
undermine the baptismal promises that unite the body of Christ. 

“Black named,” the news release headline announced as Dickinson became “the first Black person ever to 
hold a top staff position with Synod” in 1977. Thirty years later, my own appointment in 2007 to the top ex-
ecutive position at Lutheran World Relief cannot be untied from the pioneering path Dickinson charted with-
in the Lutheran church. 

Dickinson regarded pastoral recruitment and training as a key to health and growth in ministry. During the 
1977 centennial year of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod’s ministry among blacks, he resolved to re-
cruit 150 African-American men for ministry in the LCMS. Strengthening pastoral leadership, in his strategy 
flowing from the Lutheran Confessions, was (and remains) integral to Christian mission: “So that we may 
obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the gospel and administering the sacraments was instituted.” Now, 
in his memory, a scholarship fund has been established to augment the number of active African-American 
clergy on the LCMS roster, which is now less than 50 active men. 
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Dickinson avowed this in his landmark book, Roses and Thorns — itself a paradoxical title to describe the 
complex exclusion experienced by many non-whites in the Lutheran church. In it, he wrote, “I want to be a 
part of this ministry of reconciliation. I will therefore continue my quest for full participation for all races and 
nationalities in this glorious ministry.  May God speed the day when race and nationality are meaningless 
and faith in our Savior Jesus Christ is all in all.” 

Gudina Tumsa of the Oromo ethnic group also was born in extreme economic poverty — in western Ethiopia 
in 1929, the same year as Martin Luther King and four years after Dickinson. He was martyred on July 28, 
1979, at the hands of a brutalizing Marxist revolutionary government. Candid rhetoric and cheerful fearless-
ness in the name of Jesus were among Tumsa’s traits. Educated at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., in 
the 1960s, he also was a student of the civil-rights movement in the United States. 

Both Tumsa and Dickinson opted for a Martin Luther King-like strategy of identifying structural sin, mobilizing 
people of faith, and then working non-violently (which is not passivity) within human institutions — not to 
overthrow them, but to improve them gradually from within. 

Upon his return to the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY), Tumsa rose quickly in leader-
ship. This dynamically booming Lutheran church body, headquartered in Addis Ababa, embodies its name 
“Mekane Yesus,” which means in the Amharic language, “place of Jesus.”  Its membership has grown from 
65,000 members in 1959 to 2.5 million by 1999 (larger than the LCMS), to more than 5 million in 2009 (larger 
than the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). Since 2009 alone, the EECMY has burgeoned by more 
than an additional half-million people. 

Lutheranism is vibrant with a bright future on the African continent. There are twice as many Lutherans there 
as Lutherans on the continent of North America. As I’ve visited these churches I’ve been impressed by their 
ultimate zeal for the things of God, their brimming joy in the power and promises of the Gospel, their integra-
tion of mercy and witness (evidenced by the success of the Lutheran Malaria Initiative) and their willingness 
to suffer for their faith. Another early African church leader, Tertullian, was right: “the blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the Church” (Apologeticus, Chapter 50).  

In the 1970s, Tumsa served as the general secretary of the EECMY. Refusing to bow down to the draconian 
political demands of the revolutionary government seeking to silence the church, he was arrested. Refusing 
to submit or recant, he was tortured. Refusing to flee from Ethiopia while he had a chance (like Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer in Nazi Germany) he was re-arrested and viciously murdered. Each refusal was predicated on his 
doctrinal conviction: that God’s justice in the world and God’s justifying act in Christ are inextricably linked. 

Tumsa wrote: “The Gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s power to save everyone who believes it. It is the power 
that saves from eternal damnation, from economic exploitation, and from political oppression.” 
 
 How does the Gospel address not only the spiritual problem of damnation, but also this world’s problems of 
exploitation and oppression? Human injustice can destroy physical life, but the Gospel, as Tumsa adds, “is 
the only voice telling about a loving Father who gave his Son as a ransom for many. It tells about the for-
giveness of sins and the resurrection of the body. It is the Good News to sinful humanity. … It is too powerful 
to be compromised by any social or political system.” By the courage the Gospel gives, justified Christians 
can and do — and must — stand against injustice and oppression. 

Both Tumsa and Dickinson have been transferred from the Church Militant and rest gloriously in Jesus. Their 
prophetic voices are silent, but not silenced. Triumphantly, their legacies live because the Resurrected One 
lives; and because, as Martin Franzmann insistently reminded us, “the Word of the Lord grows,” the Spirit’s 
fission continues to gently generate a multiplicity of ways to serve in God’s church. His transcending work is 
to call, gather and enlighten all of God’s people as one, even in our wondrous diversity. 

 
The Rev. Dr John A. Nunes is president of  
Lutheran World Relied, 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (H) (301) 655-0264 
(O) (301) 375-7507 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 
Saifu Deen 
Gary Pomrenke  

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259  
(240) 424-2451  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Sec. Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large/Prop. Steve Holton (301) 643-0514 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 413-2259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Heather Nault (802) 222-7637 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Rhonda Piegols (301) 934-8242  

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Seasoned Citizens  Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 
 

Pam Mays (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

 2—Ron Gerber, Erick Hunter 
 3—Harrison Jiedueh  
 4—Jake MacAulay 
 6—Emmy Lentz 
 8—Silas Tregoning 
 9—Charles Martin 
11—Elsa Graham, Michelle King 
        Cameron Kruse, Mary Faber 
15—London Ray 
16—Doris Simmons, Dave Kroc 
        Faith Ogne, Hope Ogne 
17—Sharon McPherson, Luke O’Barr, 
        Joshua Jackson                                                                                                                                
19—Olivia Ogne, Scott Young 
20—Katie Donaldson 
21—Joe Gronau, Donna Ellis,  
        Rachel Neaves, Dee Jay Turner 
23—Jim Ammons, Rai Quan Barber 
24—Kristen Tregoning 
25—Anita Oboh, Lorraine Bartholomew 
26—Wanda Welch 
27—Leonard Lentz 
28—Margaret Barnard       
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday 

NOTE:  Events 
and Times are 
subject to change. 
Please consult the 
church online cal-
endar at 
LCOOS.org for 
any changes.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 

2 
 
 
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 
 

7 pm—10pm 
LCOOS YOUTH 
NIGHT 

3 
8 am MEN’S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST  
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 

10-12 Stephen  
     Ministry 
 
8pm  Sat. Night  
         Alive (AA) 

4 

8:30am Traditional  
9:45am  Sun.School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
 
 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

5 
 

 

 
6-7pm 
Praise Team 

6 
 
 

7pm Choir Practice 

7 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on Hiatus  
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal 
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

8 
 
 
 
 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

9 
 
 

 
 

7pm LWML—
Sisters & Study 

10 
9am Prayer 
10:30am E72 

9 am LWML  Prayer 
Breakfast 
“All About Love”  

8pm  Sat. Night  
          Alive (AA) 

11 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise 
Defending Your 
Faith 

 
 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

12 

 

7pm LWML 
Meeting 
 

13 

 

 

 
7pm Choir Practice 

14 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Valentines Day <3 
2pm  Women’s  
Bible Study on Hiatus 
Confirmatio 
Class 6:15pm 

5:45pm Meal  
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv 

15 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

16 

 

 

 

17 
9am Prayer 
10-12 Stephen  
     Ministry 
 
 

 
8pm  Sat. Night  
          Alive (AA) 

18 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
 
  FIRST SUNDAY  
     IN LENT 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

19 
 
  

6-7pm 
Praise Team 

20 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

6pm Elders  
7pm Council 
Meeting 
7pm Choir Practice 

21 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on Hiatus 
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal  
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

22 
 

 

 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

23 
 

 

 

7pm LWML—
Sisters & Study 

 

 

24 
9am Prayer 

10:30am E72 

 

 
8pm  Sat. Night  
           Alive (AA) 

25  
8:30am Traditional  
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
Defending Your 
Faith 
 
4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

26 
 

 
 

27 
 

 

 

7pm Choir Practice 

28 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on Hiatus 
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal 
6:15 Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



               Sunday  
8:30am  Traditional Service 
9:45am  Sunday School for “all” 11:00am 
Praise/Worship Service  
 
               Wednesday 
5:45pm  Light Supper  
6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  
7:15pm  Praise/Worship Service           

 
Sun 12:30   Defending Your Faith  
                      (1st & 3rd Sun)  
 
Wed 2:00   Women’s Bible Study   
         6:15   Bible Study for all  
 
Fri    7:00   LWML - Sisters in Study 
                    
 
Wed   6:00pm Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 
Phone:      301(375-7507) 
Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 
Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Jesus Died To Save:   


