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From the Pastor………………………………………………………... 
 
24 This is the day which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
[Psalm 118:24] 
 
Greetings in this New Year!  I hope the New Year brings with it special blessings 
of God upon each and every one of us!  He is good! 
 
In America we often have a difficult time living out lives of joy.  To rejoice is to 
cry out with gladness; and the Lord desires that we live lives of rejoicing.  The 
Bible tells us that every day we receive from God is a gift – a gift and a blessing 
for which we ought to be glad.   
 
Yet too often we are not.  Too often when we get out of bed in the morning…we 
do not want to get out of bed in the morning.  The more I speak with people, the 
more I counsel with people, and the more I generally interact with people, the 
more I realize that people do not have days filled with joy – but days filled with 
sadness.  Days filled with depression.  Days filled with feelings of discontent. 
 We wish our lives would be different.  We wish we could have more things.  We 
wish our children would behave differently.  We wish our spouses would behave 
differently.  We wish we would behave differently.  And sadly, more often than 
not, we are not rejoicing, but we are complaining. 
 
So why does the Bible say that every day is a gift – a gift for which we should 
rejoice?  The issue is not with the Scripture, but with us.  There are two observa-
tions that I have recently been taught that I hope can help us: 
 
1st, I think American Christians today misunderstand the world in which we live. 
 I have used this example in sermons before but I believe it bears repeating. 
 Imagine two groups of people going to a Holiday Inn regular hotel.  The two 
groups of people were given the basic hotel room.  The 1st  group of people were 
told that they were going to be living in a Penthouse sweet – that their rooms 
were going to be the best hotel rooms they have ever seen, whether it be on T.V. 
or in person.  The 2nd  group of people were told they were going to be entering 
into a training boot-camp.  Upon seeing their rooms, these two groups of people 
would have drastically different reactions. 
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The 1st group of people would be disappointed – they got the regular old Holiday Inn room.  The 2nd group 
of people would be overjoyed – they were told they were going to boot camp and they got their own shower, 
their own bed, and a television! The 1st group would be disappointed and the 2nd group would rejoice. 
 They both received the same thing – but the two groups reacted very differently dependent upon the expec-
tations they were given.   

 
So it is with us.  I do not know who told you that life is supposed to be perfect and 
good – but the Bible says that we are living in enemy territory.  According to  
Philippians 3:20 our citizenship is from heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior 
from there – the Lord Jesus Christ.  The fact of the matter is that as Christians we 
must recognize that while we are here on this earth, we are being trained – we are 
in a boot camp of sorts.  We are being trained for our heavenly dwelling.   
 
Furthermore, we are being used by God to thwart the work of the devil – and be-
cause of that the devil is going to fight back against us.  So we need to stop think-
ing of this world as a place of sweet lilied fields with no troubles – it is a place of 
training.  And when we look at it this way we more aptly see the blessings of God – 
in a place of training God continues to see fit to bless us in so many ways.  House, 
home, family, husband, wife, children, church, etc…He has given us salvation, the 

Holy Spirit, the Word of God, the Sacraments, and His continued abiding presence.  In a boot camp – these 
are tremendous benefits indeed! 
 
Now, the 2nd issue I want to bring up is with the future.  Too often people are depressed because they look 
at their current circumstances and they project them out into the future and get upset and depressed about 
their possible future.  Often people will hold incongruent thoughts about the future – two mutually exclusive 
possibilities – and be worried about them both when it would be impossible to experience both.  This tends 
to depress people and sap them of the strength of rejoicing today.   
 
When Jesus tells us in Luke 9 to, “take up our cross daily 
and follow Me” He means it.  We are not supposed to take 
up an imaginary cross that may come tomorrow – we are to 
take up the cross we really have today and bear it.  And  
often if we would focus, not on tomorrow, but simply on 
today, the cross we are bearing would be a much lighter 
load.   
 
So let us not focus on tomorrow – let us not get a misimpres-
sion of what this world is – let us take today for what it is – 
a day of training, a day of service, and a day of blessing. 
And let us rejoice in it! 
 
Your pastor and friend, 
 
Pastor Christopher Ogne 



Seasoned Citizens News….. 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
Don’t forget to save your aluminum cans and all metals! 
Drop them off at the top of the hill on the right as you enter 
into the church parking lots. If you need a “pick-up” of larger 
items, please speak with Steve Holton. Steve and Michael 
Ellis take them to the recycling center for cash. They collect-
ed over a THOUSAND dollars last year which helps with 
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The Seasoned Citizens shared a delicious potluck dinner on Saturday, December 16.  We enjoyed 
spending time discussing holiday traditions and singing carols accompanied by Nancy Love. Thank 
you, Nancy.  The awaited main event was the caroling party of about 30 singers.  We all sang several 
songs together, and ended with the Twelve Days of Christmas.  Thank you, carolers, for ending our 
evening on a lovely musical note. 
 
When the Seasoned Citizens began meeting for dinner and occasional trips, 
Pastor Ogne set 55 as an eligibility entry age. But, we do not "card" anyone 
who wishes to join us, and we would really like to invite more of our LCOOS 
members to join us for dinner on the second Thursday of the month.  In  
January we will be going to an all-time favorite for dinner--Marie's in La Plata. 
Sign up, enjoy a good meal, and spend some time with us. 

 
I have heard of some interest in visiting the Ark 
replica in Kentucky.  I recently received an add 
from K and B Tours in Mechanicsville for a 5 day 
trip to visit the Ark.  It is scheduled for June 24-28, 
and will cost $715 per person sharing a double 
room.  If you want more information you can 
google Ark Encounter with K and B Tours, 
or Bill@kandbtours.com, or 240-925-0801. Several 
of my friends and I have taken some of Bill's trips.  
They are a good value. 
Bev Linde  



  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of the LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

December 11, 2017 
 

Attendees: Beth Mays, Shea Gronau, Isatu Deen 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:09pm. 
 
Opening Prayer: Shea 
 
Devotion: Luke 1:38 “Serving Others” read by Beth Mays 
 
Reports: 
 
 *LWML  - Zone Rep Doris Simmons   

 **No Report 
 
 *Altar Guild:  Rhonda Piegols 

 **No Report 
 
 *Angel’s Watch Women’s Shelter:  Rhonda Piegols 

 **No Report 
 
 *Shut-ins/Memorial Ministry: 

 **No Report 
 
 *Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Center of So. MD:  Donna Ellis 

  **Compassion Trailer will be here January 5-7 
 
 *Bethesda Lutheran Home: Isatu Deen 
  **Collection of labels is on-going. The collection box is in the narthex. 
 
 *St. Jude’s Hospital/Ranch: Isatu Deen 
  **Cut the fronts of your old greeting cards and put them in the basket in the outer narthex.  
      Collection of fronts of cards begins in November and ends in February. 
 
 *Post Card Ministry: - Shea Gronau 

 **No Report 
  
 *Cradle Role: JoAnn Garber 

 **No Report 
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LCOOS—Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minutes 

Continued on next page 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minutes Continued... 

New Business: 
 **Discussion on the future events and how to engage more ladies and get them involved. 
 **Also discussed making an insert for the bulletin’s for LWML events 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 **“Sisters in Study” recurring 2nd and 4th Friday of each month at different ladies homes. 
  -JAN 12, 7pm @  Beth Mays House 
  -JAN 26, 7pm @  Beth Mays House 
  -FEB 9,   7pm @  Beth Ogne House 
  -FEB 23, 7pm @  Beth Ogne House 
 
 **January 20- Ladies outing- Bowling @ AMF Waldorf- 2pm-4:30pm  $10 per person 
 **Feb 10th-“All About Love” Prayer Breakfast with Canvas Painting 
 **Mar 17, 9am- Community Service at the Catherine Foundation 
 **April 14 and 21- R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense) Course 
 **May 12th- Mother’s Day Tea 
 **June 23-24 Ladies Beginner Overnight Camping Trip 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 8th , at 7:00p.m. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:33p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shea Gronau 

*************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 8th  7:00pm – LWML Meeting 
(Church Fellowship Hall) 

 
Friday, January 12th  7:00pm – Sisters and Study (Bible Study) 
 

Saturday, January 20th   2:00pm — 4:00pm  - You ask ...We deliver! The 
LWML is going  

                                           bowling at Bowl America in Alexandria, VA.  The carpool will leave the 
church at 1:00pm.  Cost is $12-$15 per person (including shoes). 

The maximum is 12 ladies so please sign up soon.  
 
Friday, January 26th   7:00pm —Sisters and Study (Bible Study) 
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Friday, February 9th— 7:00pm  Sisters in Study Bible Study 
 
Saturday, February 10th  9:00AM — “All About Love” Prayer Breakfast  
 
Monday, February 12th  7:00pm — LWML Meeting (Church Fellowship Hall) 
 
Friday, February 26th  — 7:00pm  Sisters in Study Bible Study 
 
 

 

A New Year – An Everlasting Promise 

Jesus said, Do not be anxious… But seek 
first the kingdom of God and His right-
eousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.  (Matthew 6:31a, 33) 
As Christians we know we should trust 
God in everything, but as sinners we do 
worry. 
 

God sent His Son Jesus and sacrificed His life for the 
purpose of saving us from our sins. Jesus rose from the 
dead defeating sin, death, and the power of the  
devil for us. By faith we know this to be true, and yet we 
worry, or doubt, and even ignore this great story of 
salvation in our daily journey through this life. 

Today and every day, by God’s grace, let’s follow His di-
rection, seeking first His kingdom, and trusting in His 
promises. In this gift of faith, we will find peace and 
true joy! 

Each day we are given opportunities to seek His kingdom 
and share Jesus with others. How may we do this? One 
way is to sign up for free Mustard Seed Daily email devo-
tions at http://www.lwml.org/mustard-seed-devotions. 
Check out all LWML devotional resources at  
http://www.lwml.org/program-helps.  Seeking God and 
trusting His promises.                         Debbie Larson, President LWML 



Monday, January 15 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a federal holiday in the Unit-

ed States honoring the achievements of Martin Luther King, 

Jr. - the chief spokesman for nonviolent activism in the civil 

rights movement to end racial segregation. It is observed 

on the third Monday of January each year, which is close 

to January 15, the King's birthday. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was the most influential of African 

American civil rights leaders during the 1960s, he was in-

strumental in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which outlawed discrimination in pub-

lic accommodations, facilities, and employment, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. King was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1964. He was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 

The bill established the holiday was signed by the President Ronald Reagan on November 2, 

1983. The first observance nationwide was in 1986, but some states opposed to observed it as a 

paid holiday for state employees. As of the year 2000 all of the states officially recognize the 

holiday. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. is one of the only three people who have national  

holidays in the USA, the other two are Christopher Columbus and George  

Washington. 

Other resources:   
http://www.thekingcenter.org/meaning-king-holiday 
http://www.historynet.com/martin-luther-king-jr   
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/martin-luther-king-day 

                                             ********************************* 
The freedom of forgiveness 
Martin Luther King Jr. called forgiveness “a permanent attitude,” as opposed to “an occasional act.” Maintaining a forgiveness  
mind-set leads to peace and freedom.  
 
Author and pastor Max Anders experienced that freedom in seminary. After cheating on a Hebrew final, he was distraught and  
confessed his sin to God and the professor. “I felt deeply cleaned. Pure. Holy,” Anders writes in 21 Unbreakable Laws of Life. 
 “I wanted to laugh and cry at the same time. I wanted to run and jump and dance. The burden was lifted. … I was free!”  
 
By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for forgiveness when we wrong someone, we lose our moral authority; the debris of sin begins 
to accumulate in our hearts, choking our conscience …. Others know when we sin against them, and if we don’t make it right, it hurts 
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Christian Symbols …….. 

 "Bringing Christ 

to the Nations" 

Via LHM's Parade 

Float” 

The 2018 theme for the 129th Tournament of Roses 
Parade is "Making a Difference." The Grand Marshal 
will be actor and activist Gary Sinise who is undoubt-
edly best known, beyond his crime drama characters 
on television, as Lt. Dan Taylor from the film, Forrest 
Gump.  
 
This year's parade theme fits perfectly with the title of Lutheran Hour Ministries' float entry: "Bringing Christ 
to the Nations," which sums up its mission and points to the difference Christ makes in the lives of believers 
around the world. Throughout LHM's history, it has shared God's love with others through Gospel proclama-
tion and by street-level acts of service and giving. 
 
In Southern California each year, a dedicated group of volunteers from Petal Pushers apply elbow grease and 
enthusiasm in the fine art of decorating parade floats for The Lutheran Hour and some other entries. The Lu-
theran Hour float, however, has a special designation: it's the lone float entry that, in addition to being spec-
tacularly constructed and ornamented with flowers, proclaims the Gospel to a worldwide audience of tens of 
millions of television viewers.  
 
You can watch the parade without interruption on HGTV. Hosts Jonathan and Drew Scott (Property Brothers) 
and Nancy O'Dell (Entertainment Tonight) will provide commentary on the floats, marching bands, and the 
many equestrian units presenting in this year's parade.  

Lutheran Hour Ministries.. 

                      The Shell  
A Symbol for ChriSTiAn bApTiSm, STemS 
from CenTurieS of uSing The SeAShell To 
pour wATer onTo The heAd of The perSon 
being bApTized.  The Three dropS of wATer 
Symbolize bApTiSm in The nAme of The  
fATher, Son And holy SpiriT. 



LCOOS  Congregational Meeting Minutes—  
Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 
Date December 19, 2017 

 
Council Attendees:    President:  Andrei Sapsai  x  
   V. Pres.:   Hanson Kannie  x  
   Secretary:  Patty Davis  x  
   Treasurer:  Lynn Wells  x  
   Worship:  Pastor Ogne    
   Head Elder:  Michael Ellis  x  
   Discipleship:  Sean Donaldson    
   Outreach:  Shea Gronau  x  
   Member at Large: Steve Holton    
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 
Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on 12/19/2017. 
 
The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
Treasurer's Report 
As of November 30, 2017 
 
Cash Accounts 
● Operating Fund 1: $ 67,314.05 
● Operating Fund 2: $ 60,750.43 
● SAV – Bldg: $ 28,055.30 
● Savings: $70,537.76 
● Memorial Fund: $4,240.92 
Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2017 
● 2017 Yearly Operating Budget: $357,758.40 
● 2017 Yearly Revenue Estimate: $357,800.00 (.5% increase over actual 2016 income of $355,962.48) 
 
Operating 
● Offering (1&2) thru week 48: $321,716.62 
● Other income (3) thru week 48: $13,340.43 
● Operating Revenue thru week 48: $335,057.05 
● Operating Expenditures thru week 48: $310,224.69 
● Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 11/30/17: $24,832.36 
Operating – Averages 
● Average giving per wk thru week 48: $6,702.43 
● Average Expenditures per wk thru week 48: $6,463.01 
● Average Budget per wk: $6,879.96 
LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (12/14/2037) $ 877,473.42 
LWML - Balance $1,191.66 
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Balance carried over from 2016: $373.23 
 
Income 
● Mites thru week 48: $ 490.56 
● Other income thru week 48: $1,709.09 
 
Expenses 
● Mites thru week 48: $ 158.24 
● Other thru week 48: $ 222.98 
● Conferences thru week 48: $1,000.00 
Memorial Fund Balance $ 4,240.92 
Balance carried over from 2016: $3,816.02 
Income 
● Memorial Fund Donations thru week 48: 
Undesignated $ 6,426.02 
Expense 
● Memorial Fund thru week 48: $ 6,001.12 
Youth (budget $7,500 for 2017) Balance: $ 7,303.57 
Balance carried over from 2016: $ 1,151.59 
Income 
Fundraisers thru week 48: $ 9,522.43 
Expenses 
Misc thru week 48: $10,870.45 
============ 
($ 196.43) + 7,500.00 (budget amt.) = $7,303.57 
 
Worship:  
 
**  I want to give a thank you to all people involved in worship for our Christmas programming.  The play, 
the dinners, the choir, the praise team, the altar guild, the soloists, etc…it is a wonderful thing to come to-
gether to worship the Christ. 
 
**  Gary Pomrenke has officially been requested by St. Paul’s to be a fill-in there.  He will be serving on a 
more permanent basis there.  We give him and Traci God’s speed on his calling there.   
 
**  We have encountered problems with our live-streaming.  I simply want to assure individuals that we are 
working on the problem and hopefully we have come to a solution.   
 
**  Katy Larson and Alex Smithley have filled in at the organ position, and have agreed to fill-in at the or-
gan for 2018.  With Betty still battling her illnesses, we praise God for their willingness and we look for a 
recovery for Betty. 
 
**  For both the council and elders I would like the leadership to read, “Built on the Rock” by Ted Ko-
ber.  These books have been published and have been distributed. .  We can talk one chapter at a meeting to 
see how we can improve—but rejoice—in being a healthy church.  
 
**  As in the past, we will gather at the church for an informal prayer service Sunday 31DEC2017, 
(Mimicking the Saturday morning prayers) @7pm to pray in the New Year.                                                                                                                                                      
 
                                                                                                                                                                       Continued Next Page…... 
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Outreach: 
  
E72: All are welcomed to join in these evangelism efforts.  We go out in the community twice a month and 
pray for people and their families. 
  
Dates: January 13th and January 27th   
           February 10th and February 17th 
  
Upcoming Events: 

· None 
  
Property Report: 
 
Concerns and Jobs to be Completed: 
 
1) Fixing the men's bathroom stall in Educational wing.  Tim O'Barr is aware and will fit the project to his 
time schedule. 
 
2) Ants in the sacristy, and pests that pop up in other places:  Problem was addressed and seems to have been 
taken care of with bug spray.  As for a continuing problem, Pest Now was contacted and we were given the 
cost of a onetime treatment (inside and outside) of $250.00. 
 
3) DO NOT dispose of metal/wood objects in the dumpster.  These items will not be picked up by the trash 
company, please do not put them there.  Notify the property manager who can properly dispose of these items. 
  
 
Old Business: 
 

· Youth room – replace outside siding. 
       **  Tim O'Barr is looking into matching and replacing the outside repair areas in question. 
 
· Pressure wash exterior – Education Building 
       **  Joe Gronau states he will do this job as soon as weather permits. 
 
· Hide Speaker wire by exit door in Fellowship hall 
      **  Work party project after January 2018 Men's Prayer breakfast. 
 
· Replace Lights in Sanctuary with LED (all identical) 
       **  Job underway and to be completed after January 2018 Men's Prayer breakfast. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           Continued Next Page…... 
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LCOOS Congregational Meeting Minutes Contiued... 

 
New Business:  
 
· Reports review 
 
· Andrei to check price for purchasing base cabinets in the Adult Bible Study room 
 
Purchase of Parsonage – planning session 

**  We are researching multiple options to make this outreach ministry (Woman’s shelter, support for 
others in need of help) a reality.  Continue to pray for the resources to acquire this property.  
    

· Make Up Congregational Tithe for 2017 – Praise God for our ability to help others! 
  1.  Institute on the Constitution (IOTC – Jake MacAulay) - $500 
  2.  Catherine Foundation - $1,500 
  3.  SED - $2,000 
  4.  Adopt a Student - $1,000 
  5.  Wycliffe/Don and Mary Murray - $250 
  6.  Wycliffe/Matt and Carol Long - $250 
  7.  Wycliffe/Bob and Salme Bugenhagen - $250 
  8.  Wycliffe/David and Karen Bradley - $250 
  9.  Voice of the Martyrs -$1,000 
 10.  Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty - $500 
 11.  Lutheran Hour Ministries - $500 
 12.  Peace Officers Ministries - $150 
 13.  St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital - $500 
 14.  Lutheran World Relief - $225 
 15.  Fred Reinhardt – Africa Missions - $250 
 16.  Pastor Naumann India Seminary - $250 
 
· Council will be reading through and discussing the book, “Built on the Rock”, Ted Kober to develop a 

“Healthy Congregation.” 
 
· Homeless Week Planning 

March 4, 2018 through March 11, 2018 
Kara Krause has volunteered to lead this ministry for 2018 
 

· JAN Calendar Review 
 1.  1/16/18 - Council Meeting 
 2.  1/27/18 - Reconciliation class 
 
Prayer – Each meeting will conclude at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 
the church. 
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      2018 Lutheran Marriage  
Encounter Weekends  

Announced 
 

      
Your marriage relationship is one of the things in life 

that provides the greatest potential for happiness. Is yours living up to this potential? Please make 
2018 the year you resolve to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to max-
imize the joy and intimacy that God intends for your marriage. 
 
The following Weekends have been scheduled with one more to be added in Massachusetts in 
the fall. 
 
* March 16-18, 2018 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA. A newly-renovated hotel, 
home of the unique treehouse-inspired restaurant, "Loxley's." 
 
* April 6-8, 2018 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College PA. A peaceful resort surrounded by 
a golf course and nestled in the woods in the center of PA. 
 
* September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A lovely hotel-style facil-
ity In a wooded area of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown. 
 
* October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to 
Olmsted Mansion in Allegheny National Forest, 2 hours north of Pittsburgh. 
 
Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per couple 
registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a 
confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program. To 
be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the web-
site: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the registration fee with your credit card, or marking 
the option to mail a check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form 
mailed to you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Scham-
ber, at 724-325-3166  or  e-mail them at  fjschamber@comcast.net. 
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           Stephen Ministry                          
 

The Stephen Ministry training is well under way with 4-5 trainees 
attending the training meetings.  We are truly blessed to have such 
a devoted and caring group undertaking this mission. 
 
There are several blessings of Stephen Ministry throughout the 
church and the congregation.  Congregations receive a practical 
and powerful way to respond to Christ's commandment:  "Love 
one another as I have loved you" (John 15:12).  Pastors have a 
team of gifted, trained, and committed lay caregivers ready to 
minister to hurting people.  Laypeople nurture and use their gifts 
in meaningful ministry, growing spiritually as they serve others. 
And people who are hurting have a compassionate companion--a 
caring Christian friend who provides emotional and spiritual sup-
port. 
 
 

Care receivers are people who receive care from a Stephen 
Minister.  These are people struggling through a difficult time 
of life, experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or termi-
nal illness, or some other life crisis.  Some important guide-
lines for this caring relationship protect both the care receiver 
and the Stephen Minister.  The relationship between a care 
receiver and a Stephen Minister is confidential.  Men are 
matched with men; women with women.  When a care re-
ceiver's needs exceed what a Stephen Minister can provide, 
the Stephen Ministry team makes a referral to an appropriate 
mental health professional or other community resource. 
 
Remember to pray for those who are involved in our Stephen 
Ministry as well as for those who may need the caring of a 
Stephen Minister. 
 
Bev Linde  
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From  LCMS Southeastern District 
SED Prayer Ministry—Call to Prayer for our Nation 
 
The cries of the people are great. The sounds of racism and bigotry fill the air inevery di-
rection. Chaos is all around us. In times such as this, we begin in prayer. Prayer for all 
people, for those who have lived and continue to live with the realities of racism and preju-
dice as part of their everyday life. We pray for those who spread the seeds of racism and 
hate. We pray for our country and we pray for our president.  – Call to prayer litany 
(PDF) http://www.se.lcms.org/uploads/Prayers-for-the-City.pdf 
 

Sign up to be a District Prayer Partner 
 
In the Southeastern District we “walk together,” encouraged by St. Paul’s words to the Philippian congregation – “I thank 
my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of 
your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now.” (1:3-5) We share this prayer-filled partnership through which 
God is glorified and His mission is accomplished among us. The New Testament church reminds us that what gives life 
and energy to our mission and ministry are the Holy Spirit and our connection to God through prayer. In Acts we are told 
that those who gathered in the upper room following Jesus’ ascension “were devoting themselves to prayer.” (Acts 1:14) 
In fact, prayer is one of the four foundation blocks of the early church. (Acts. 2:42) The goals of these prayer web pages 
are to support individuals and congregations in the knowledge and practice of prayer.  We offer these resources as a 
way of deepening your walk with God and with each other. 
 
We have established a Southeastern District Spiritual Life Team, which is available to teach, facilitate retreats, and ac-
company those congregations wishing to expand their prayer life. Deaconess Robie Hillhouse is serving as the Director 
of the Spiritual Life Team. 
  
  
WHAT IS SPIRITUAL FORMATION? 
 
“Spiritual formation is a process of being conformed to the image of Christ for the sake of others.” (Robert Mul-
holland) 
 
We are created by God as spiritual beings, able to connect to Him, others, and our world.  Thus spirituality is not an  ‘add 
on, ‘ but the very essence of our being. Mulholland’s definition of spiritual formation helps us to understand four things 
about who we are and our journey with Jesus. 

First, the Christian life is a journey or “process” of spiritual shaping.  It is lived out one day at a time and goes against 
the grain of our instant gratification culture.  Spiritual growth is a continuous and sometimes very difficult process.  It is 
an intentional commitment to a lifelong process of growth toward wholeness in Jesus. 

Second, we are not in control of our spiritual journey, but we are “being conformed.”  Our primal need to “be like God” 
causes us to seek the right technique or quick fix to find wholeness.  Yet, there is nothing we can do to transform our-
selves into people who love and serve as Jesus did except to make ourselves available to God so that He can trans-
form our lives.  Thus, we are invited to yield ourselves to God and discover where He will take us. 

Third, it is the “image of Christ” that heals, transforms, and brings us to the wholeness God intended for us and His 
world.  By His Spirit we are “changed into the likeness of Christ.” (2 Cor. 3:18)  As beloved sons and daughters of God 
we die to self and are made “fully human” and a reflection of Jesus in our world. 

Fourth, we are “conformed to the image of Christ for the sake of others.”  Jesus was a man for others.  He came to 
“serve and not be served.”  He reminded us that the “love for neighbor” is the very essence of the Christian life.  On our 
own we are incapable of being all that God wants us to be.  But when the Spirit fills us we can become Jesus to those 
who are lost and hunger to be loved by Him. How are you allowing God to conform your life to the image of Christ? How 
are you letting others see Jesus in you? 

“Grow up in every way into Jesus….to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:13 & 15) 
(adapted from Robert Mulholland, “Invitation To A Journey” 
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EPIPHANY 
The Lutheran Witness 

The Mission of the Church is like Jesus’ Ministry…... 
                             Long and Patient.  

Don’t miss the season of Epiphany!  Epiphany is season 
of light but is squeezed between Christmas and Lent. 
The message of this season ought to shine brightly for it 
teaches an important topic: the mission of the church.  It 
progresses from bright star guiding the Magi to the shin-
ing dove at the Baptism of Jesus to the glory of the 
Transfiguration. The structure of the season proclaims 
the mission of God’s people. 

The story of the Magi is that of distant people coming to 
Christ.  The light draws the wise men from far off to wor-
ship Him. The Church calls people who are isolated 
from God to come. But the invitation is not to some idea 
or theory but to “God in man made manifest” (LSB 394). 
The Church’s mission is to call sinners to communion 
with the life-giving flesh of Christ. 
 

The first Sunday after the Epiphany takes us to the waters of the Jordan. There John baptized Je-
sus, who numbers Himself among sinners.  The bright dove, the Holy Spirit, points out Christ in the 
water. Outreach to the world and into the Church points to the same water.  Those whom the mis-
sion calls to join Christ and His Church are called to the light of Christ in Baptism. 

The remaining Sundays of Epiphany focus on the ministry of Jesus.  He is the light of the world. He 
preaches. He prays. He heals those afflicted by Satan. In other words, He does mission work.  The 
Church does also. Jesus also calls us the light of the world. The mission of the Church is like Jesus’ 
ministry: long and patient. The Church’s mission is not to simply bring in as many as we can 
through the front door. It is to keep shining the light of Christ through His word, season after  
season, so that those living in darkness may continue to see the great light. 

The finale of the Epiphany season is the Transfiguration. God in flesh is at the center but now not 
Magi but the glorified saints of old and the trembling disciples surround Christ. The light that pointed 
to Jesus at His Baptism now shines through Him. This is the goal of the Church’s work: to bring 
people into God’s presence for eternity. The light of Transfiguration shows us how important the 
Church’s work really is. The mission of the Church is aimed at that divine joy. 

Written for The Lutheran Witness by The Rev. Paul Gregory Alms, Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church,  
Catawba, N.C. 

The Lutheran Witness — Providing Missouri Synod laypeople with stories and information that complement congregational life,  
foster personal growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran Christian perspective.  
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (H) (301) 655-0264 
(O) (301) 375-7507 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 
Saifu Deen 
Gary Pomrenke  

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259  
(240) 424-2451  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Sec. Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large/Prop. Steve Holton (301) 375-6036 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 4132259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Diane Bicknell (301) 653-9154 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Rhonda Piegols (301) 934-8242  

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Seasoned Citizens  Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 
 

Pam Mays (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

  
1—Lorraine Schnaebele 
 5—Doris Larson,  
       Joel Brinson. 
       Joanne Gerber 
 9—Frank Jiedueh 
11—Emma McDonald 
13—Ray Love 
16—Mary Williams 
       Kim Satterfield 
17—Michael Ellis                                                                                                                                                     
18—Patty Stine 
19—Samuel Sesay 
20—Tanok Kroc, 
       Andre Gardner 
21—Jordan Pomrenke 
       Shelbi Stine 
23—Cheyenne Donaldson 
24—King Poindexter 
25—Zachary Welch 
28—Andrew Parry 
       Rhonda Piegols       
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday 

NOTE:  Events 
and Times are 
subject to change. 
Please consult the 
church online cal-
endar at 
LCOOS.org for 
any changes.  

1 
 
 
 

 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 

4 
 
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 

5 
 
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 

 
7 pm—10pm 
LCOOS YOUTH 
NIGHT 

6  
8 am MEN’S PRAYER 
BREAKFAST  
Compassion 
Center 10am-2pm 

10-12 Stephen  
     Ministry 
 
8pm  Sat. Night  
         Alive (AA) 

7 

8:30am Traditional  
9:45am  Sun.School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
Defending Your 
Faith 

 
 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

8 
 

 

 

7pm LWML 
 
 

9 
 

 

10 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on 
Hiatus  
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal 
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

11 
 
6:00pm Seasoned 
Citizens Dinner at 
Marie’s in La Plata 
 
 
 
 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

12 
 
 

 
 

 

7pm LWML—
Sisters & Study 

13 
9am Prayer 
10:30am E72 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  
          Alive (AA) 

14 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise 
 
 
 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

15 

 

 

 

 
6-7pm 
Praise Team 

16 

 

 

 
6pm Elders  
7pm Council 
Meeting 

17 

2pm  Women’s  
Bible Study on 
Hiatus 
Confirmatio 
Class 6:15pm 

5:45pm Meal  
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv 

18 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

19 

 

 

 

20 
9am Prayer 
10-12 Stephen  
     Ministry 
 
2 pm LWML—Outing 
Bowling 

 
 
8pm  Sat. Night  
          Alive (AA) 

21 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
Defending Your 
Faith 
1:00pm Veterans 
Home Service 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

22 
 
  
 
 

23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 
 

24 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on 
Hiatus 
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal  
6:15pm Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

25 
 

 

 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

26 
 

 

 

7pm LWML—
Sisters & Study 

 

 

27 
9am Prayer 

10:30am E72 

Reconciling Train-
ing Conference 10-4 

 
8pm  Sat. Night  
           Alive (AA) 

28  
8:30am Traditional  
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
 
 

 
4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

25 
 

 
 

29 
 

 

 

30 
10am Women’s  
Bible Study on 
Hiatus 
Confirmation 
Class 6:15pm 
5:45pm Meal 
6:15 Bible Study 
7:15pm Praise Serv. 

31 
7pm Pray in the 
New Year  at 
LCOOS 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

 
 
 

 
 

2018 



               Sunday  
8:30am  Traditional Service 
9:45am  Sunday School for “all” 11:00am 
Praise/Worship Service  
 
               Wednesday 
5:45pm  Light Supper  
6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  
7:15pm  Praise/Worship Service           

Sun 12:30   Defending Your Faith  
                      (1st & 3rd Sun)  
         2:00    Charlotte Hall Veterans   
                    Home (2nd & 5th Sun) 
 
Wed 2:00   Women’s Bible Study   
         6:15   Bible Study for all  
 
Fri    7:00   Women’s Bible Study  
                    
 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 
Phone:      301(375-7507) 
Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 
Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Jesus Died To Save:   


