
  

 

Being rooted and established in the Word of God, we seek to 

love the Lord and make disciples, so that all people may be 

filled to the measure of the fullness of God. 
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22 The Lordôs loving kindnesses indeed never cease, For His com-

passions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your 

faithfulness. [Lamentations 3:22-23] 

 

     This is the Newsletter of the New Year; and as such I want to encourage you, the dear congre-

gation the Lord has blessed me to be the pastor of, with a message of hope.   

 

     The Scripture above comes from a book entitled, ñLamentations.ò  It was written by the 

Prophet Jeremiah, and the title of the book aptly describes the general content of the work ï it is a 

lament.  Much of the book of Lamentations is one of deep sorrow over sins and deep sorrow over 

sinfulness.  But right in the middle of the lament, the prophet points out the reason for the great-

est hope of all ï Godôs mercies are new every single morning!  Great is His faithfulness! 

 

     Let us be honest with ourselves ï how often do we get frustrated in our Christian walk of life?  

How often are we tired of being ignored by others?  How often do we feel spite and hatred?  How 

often are we stressed out by the general conditions of our lifestyles?  How often are we upset, 

disappointed, and denigrated by others?  How often are we frustrated because it seems that we do 

all the work while others simply enjoy the spoil of the labor?  How often have these feelings al-

lowed us to drift away from the comforts of God to the comfortless arms of the world?  If you are 

human you have felt this way.  And with only a God of judgment, God would be no comfort to 

you in this kind of distress ï He would be only another person to fear and loathe. 

 

     But in the midst of pain, in the midst of sorrow, in the midst of depression, here comes news 

of tremendous joy ï though you and I at points in our lives may have been faithless, He was 

faithful.  And His compassions upon us fail not ï for He brings us to repentance and He accepts 

us when we return.  Because of the precious blood of Jesus Christ that flowed from the cross, we 

are washed clean and accepted ï and Godôs mercies upon us are new every single morning. 

 

     Have you ever heard the statement, ñthings always look brighter in the morning?ò  I have.  

And I recently read an article that stated that while we sleep our brains continue to work on the 

issue that we were stressed out about the night prior ï and because of that the issues that were 

stressing us out do indeed seem brighter in the morning.   
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    Well, with the Lord, when it seems that we could not get any lower, His mercies shower upon 

us new every morning.  So it doesnôt matter what happened yesterday ï it doesnôt matter what 

frustrations we encountered ï as long as we have brought it before the King and weôve laid it at 

His feet in faith ï we are cleansed in the blood of the Lamb, His compassion reigns down on us, 

and today is a new day.  So today, if you are frustrated, if you are scared, if you are burnt out, go 

to the Lord in prayer.  Lay down your burdens.  Go to Him in His Word.  Listen to His grace.  

His mercies are new every morning.   

 

     Beloved, it is now a New Year and His compassions fail not ï trust Him.  If you have been 

frustrated ï if you have been walking away ï trust Him ï and He will make all old things new.  

Amen! 

    

Your pastor and friend, 

 

Rev. Christopher Ogne 
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Notes from Editor: 

Betty Ellis 
 

                     Christian Symbol  
 

Three ChestsðSometimes called ñthree arks,ò this image represents the gifts 

the Magi brought to the child Jesus: gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matthew  

2:11). Because Scripture lists three gifts, the legend arose that there were three  

                            wise men. But the biblical account doesnôt say how many travelers visited the  

                            Holy Family. 
 

On December 18th, the ñSeasoned Citizensñ enjoyed dinner at the Hunan 

Star in La Plata prior to going to the Port Tobacco Playerôs production of 

ñWhite Christmasò.  What a production!!  The group is looking forward to 

going to their next performance. 
 

  Up-Coming Events: (sign-up sheets are on the narthex 1/2 size table.. 

¶ January 12th, 6pm dinner at Marieôs in La Plata.   

¶ Sunday July 9th, 3pm, Sister Act at the Port Tobacco Players Theater 

in La Plata.  We will meet at Hunan Star in La Plata for lunch at 1pm. 

¶ Friday, September 8th, Jonah at the Sight & Sound Theater in Lancas-

ter, PA.  leaving church at 10:30am. 
 

SAVE the fronts of ALL your used cards.  Put them in the collection box in 

the outer narthex on the right.  Jennifer Young will pick them up and send 

them to St. Judeôs where they will make them into new cards and sell them.  

The sale of these cards will go a long way to help the programs of St. Judeôs.  

St. Judeôs cares for thousands of children at no cost to the parents.  
 

Bethesdaôs Lutheran Home Coupon & Label Program 
 

Donôt through out your cans without checking the labels!  Bethesda Luther-

an Home will send them to the Campbellôs Company in return for much needed 

equipment for the Home.  There is a collection box in the outer narthex beside 

the card box.  Jennifer Young will collect them and send them to the Home.  

There is a two-sided copy explaining the program and includes a list of which 

coupons/labels are acceptable.  Take a copy and keep it in your kitchen and  

ñstart collecting those labelsò today!! 
 

 

Are you throwing your used ink cartridges away?  STOP! 
 

There is ñyet anotherò collection box in the outer narthex on the right where 

you may deposit your used cartridges.  Janet Morris will collect them and send 

them away to be recycled.  The company in turn pays LCOOS for the used car-

tridges.  Good Deal! 
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The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

 Council Meeting Minutes  

December 20, 2016 
Council Attendees:     

President:  Andrei Sapsai       x     Head Elder:         Michael Ellis        x     

              V. Pres:     Hansen Kannie      x     Discipleship:       Sean Donaldson   x 

 Secretary:  Patty Davis           x     Outreach:            Shea Gronau        x 

              Treasurer   Lynn Wells           x     Mem.at Lrg/Prop.  Steve Holton        x 

 Worship:   Pastor                    x                              
 

The meeting was held electronically.   
 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on December 29, 2016. 
 

Treasurer's ReportðLynn Wells (As of November 30, 2016) 

Cash Accounts 

¶ Operating Fund 1: $30,847.57 

¶ Operating Fund 2: $66,297.28 

¶ SAV ï Bldg: $27,880.59 

¶ Savings: $68,789.55 

¶ Memorial Fund: $3,816.02 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2016 
¶ 2016 Yearly Operating Budget: $422,591.90 

¶ 2016 Yearly Revenue Estimate: $423,499.65 (17% increase over actual 2015 income) 

Operating 

¶ Operating Revenue thru week 48: $311,797.91 

¶ Operating Expenditures thru week 48: $318,191.93 

¶ Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 11/30/16: ($ 6,394.02) 

Operating ï Averages 

¶ Average giving per wk thru week 48: $6,426.35 

¶ Average Expenditures per wk thru week 48: $6,660.30 

¶ Average Budget per wk: $8,126.77 

LCEF Mortgage ï Outstanding (12/14/2037) $918,434.91 

LWML - Balance $859.59 

¶ Balance carried over from 2015: $1,234.61 

¶ Income 
¶ Mites thru week 48: $ 730.32 

¶ Other income thru week 48: $ 493.00 

¶ Expenses 
¶ Mites thru week 48: $ 318.96 

¶ Other thru week 48: $ 479.38 

¶ Conferences thru week 48: $ 800.00 

Memorial Fund Balance $ 3,566.02 

¶ Balance carried over from 2015: 3,816.02 

¶ Income 

¶ Memorial Fund Donations thru week 48: 

¶ Undesignated $790.00 

¶ Expense 
¶ Memorial Fund thru week 48: $ 0.00 

Youth (budget $10,000 for 2016) Balance: $ 1,570.01 

¶ Balance carried over from 2015: $ -1,256.01 

¶ Income 
¶ Fundraisers thru week 48: $ 2,834.97 

¶ Expenses 
¶ Misc. thru week 48: $ 10,008.95 

============ 

$-8,429.99 + 10,000.00 (budget amt) = $1,570.01 
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Worship ReportðPastor 

¶ The choir will be off until February following their performance on Christmas Eve. 

¶ We are still looking for a guitarist for our Praise Team.  Please speak to Scott Wells or my-

self if you are interested.  

¶ We concluded the Financial Peace University course in December.  20 families participated.  

It was a wonderful success.  

¶ Rev. Travis Guse is our new District Facilitator for the Southeastern District.  He is replac-

ing Art Umbach who has retired.  

¶ The pastoral Assistants, James Ammons IV, Mohammed Saifu Deen, and Gary Pomrenke, 

have taken the title, ñLay Deacons.ò This is the official Title given by the Southeastern Dis-

trict.  So their title is no longer pastoral assistants but instead lay deacons.  Their roles and 

functions remain unchanged. 

¶ I want to say thank you to all the individuals who helped to make our Christmas celebrations 

so wonderful.  Thank you to the altar guild, choir, praise teams, flower coordinators, Christ-

mas party planners and Childrenôs Christmas play workers.  It was truly blessed.  

 

DiscipleshipðSean Donaldson 

No report. 

 

OutreachðShea Gronau  

¶ The E 72 Team went out and spoke with citizens in the Bryans Road area and at the mall, 

please pray that the Holy Spirit will change their hearts. It was discussed that the mall is an 

excellent place to evangelize (especially during colder months) and future days may take 

place there. 

¶ Evangelism DVDðAfter the approval last month of the Evangelism DVD, I proceeded 

with the order.  Total cost (after a mishap) was $2,316.  We now need a team to stuff and 

distribute the DVD's to the Bryans Road Area. 

¶ TBD:  Date to stuff and distribute DVD's 

¶ January:  14th and 28th Evangelism 

 

Property ReportðSteve Holton 

¶ Completed work 
¶ Joe Gronau replaced the burnt out steeple bulbs, fixing outside night lights. 

¶ Repaired broken toilet in menôs room of the educational wing. Work done by R&D 

Plumbing (10395 Chateau Dr., Waldorf, MD 301-843-5253).  Plumber referred by 

Tim OôBarr.  Cost $150.00 

¶ Working projects that continue to be addressed. 
¶ Mark/Mary Kirby are investigating the proper lighting bulbs that will be required for 

the replacement of the sanctuary bulbs. 

¶ Mark Kirby is also doing a cost study for replacing all the lighting in the educational 

wing. (changing all fixtures to LED) 

 

Old Business 

 

¶ Mailed Synod constitutional amendments ï approving them per our congregational meeting.  
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New Business 

¶ Finalize FY 17 Budget ï Actions from Congregational meeting 

¶ Motion to Amend our 2017 budget submission by: 

¶ Add VBS as part of our OUTREACH calculation.  

¶ Add $2,000 to the Benevolence  Fund in support of "Ambassadors for recon-

ciliation"  

¶ Increase OUTREACH line item funding by [$5,960.40 less items 1 and 2].   

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Patty Davis 
Council Secretary 
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óTwas the night before Jesus came and all through the house  

Not a creature was praying, not one in the house.  

Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care  

In hopes that Jesus would not come there. 

 

The children were dressing to crawl into bed,  

Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.  

And Mom in her rocker with baby on her lap  

Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap. 

 

When out of the East there arose such a clatter,  

I sprang to my feet to see what was The matter.  

Away to the window I flew like a flash  

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash! 

 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear  

But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here.  

With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray  

I knew in a moment this must be The Day! 

 

The light of His face made me cover my head  

It was Jesus! Returning just like He had said.  

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth  

I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself. 

 

In the Book of Life which He held in His Hand  

Was written the name of every saved man.  

He spoke not a word as He searched for my name;  

When He said "  It's not here"   My head hung in shame! 

 

The people whose names had been written with love  

He gathered to take to His Father above.  

With those who were ready He rose without a sound  

While all the rest were left standing around. 

 

I fell to my knees, but it was too late;  

I had waited too long and this sealed my fate.  

I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight;  

Oh, if only I had been ready tonight. 

 

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear;  

The coming of Jesus is drawing near.  

There's only one life and when comes the last call  

We'll find that the Bible was true after ALL! 

 
Supplied by: Nancy Cronrath 

Twas the Night Before Jesus Came  
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SILENT SERMON  

 
 

A member of a church, who previously had been attending services 

regularly, stopped going.  After a few weeks, the pastor decided to vis-

it him.  It was a chilly evening.  The pastor found the man at home 

alone, sitting before a blazing fire.  Guessing the reason for his pas-

torôs visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near 

the fireplace and waited.  

 

The preacher made himself at home but said nothing.  In the grave si-

lence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burning 

logs.  After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully 

picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the 

hearth all alone, then he sat back in his chair, still silent.  The host 

watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember's flame 

flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire 

was no more.  Soon it was cold and dead.  

 

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting.  The pastor 

glanced at his watch and realized it was time to leave. He slowly stood 

up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle of 

the fire.  Immediately it began to glow, once more with the light and 

warmth of the burning coals around it.  As the pastor reached the door 

to leave, his host said with a tear running down his cheek, "Thank you 

so much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon.  I shall be 

back in church next Sunday."  


