
  

 

Being rooted and established in the Word of God, we seek to 

love the Lord and make disciples, so that all people may be 

filled to the measure of the fullness of God. 
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11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand  

people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many 

cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great 

city?"  [Jonah 4:11] 

 

 

     Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ!  It is March already ï praise God!  We are now 

in the month of the season of spring!  Now, I know that we have had a mild winter, but I still look forward 

to spring.  The new growth, the flowers, the warmth ï I get excited simply thinking about it! 

 

     Yet, spring does not come until winter is over.  And just like we must have a winter before a spring, in 

the church calendar there must be a Lent before an Easter.  And March is the season of Lent.  It is a sea-

son of preparation ï preparing us for the joy of Easter.  Lent is a season of self-reflection whereby we 

look inwardly at our lives and by Godôs Spirit He forgives what we have been, He amends what we are, 

and He directs what we shall be.  It really is a wonderful time of year. 

 

     Yet, for my Newsletter article for the month of March, I do not want to focus on our own repentance; I 

want to focus on our attitude towards othersô repentance.  For this, I would like to write about Jonah. 

 

     Jonah is a magnificent book of the Bible.  Most people know about Jonah ï Jonah is the prophet that 

was swallowed by a giant fish.  Yet, there is much more to the story of Jonah than this simple account; 

Jonah has within it a very powerful lesson about how we are to look at our neighborsô repentance. 

 

     The book of Jonah begins by the Lord calling Jonah to go to Nineveh.  Nineveh was the chief city of 

the Assyrian Empire; the sworn enemy of Israel.  Jonah was a Jewish prophet, a prophet to Israel.  There-

fore, when the Lord calls Jonah to go to Nineveh, Jonah does not want to go.  Therefore, he goes in the 

opposite direction to run from God.  This, of course, does not work. 

 

     Jonah boards a ship headed in the opposite direction of where heôs called.  The Lord sends a torrential 

storm against that ship, Jonah is rightly blamed, and Jonah asks to be thrown off the ship.  After much 

reluctance, the other shipmates agree and toss him aside.  It is then that Jonah is swallowed up by the belly 

of the great fish. 

 

     After 3 days Jonah is vomited up on a beach and the Lord again orders Jonah to go to Nine-

veh.  Jonah responds. 
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    Jonah is given a singular message to the people of Nineveh ï in forty days you will be destroyed by the 

Lord.  That was it.  That was the message.  And the most amazing thing happened ï that one sentence 

changed Nineveh for a generation.  The people heard that message, believed, and repented.  They sat in 

sackcloth and ashes, they wrenched their clothes, and they cried out to God.  From peasant to King they 

all turned to the Lord.  And as our God is a merciful God, what happened?  Jonah 3:10 says it: 
 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had  

     compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 
 

     What a good and awesome God we serve.  He is filled with grace, compassion, and mercy.  Whenever 

a soul turns to Him, He has mercy and forgives.  Praise God! 
 

     Yet, Jonah was displeased by this.  As a matter of fact, listen to what Jonah says in Jonah 4:1-3: 
 

1 But Jonah was greatly displeased [about Godôs mercy] and became angry. 2 He  

  prayed to the Lord, "O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That  

  is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and  

  compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from  

  sending calamity. 3 Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die  

  than to live." 
 

     Jonah was upset at the Lord for showing mercy to his enemy.  Jonah actually reveals that the entire 

reason that he fled from Godôs original instruction was because he knew ï he just knew ï that if the peo-

ple of Nineveh repented of their sin God would not destroy them.  And Jonah wanted Nineveh destroyed! 
 

     Now, God gives Jonah a wonderful object lesson in the end of Jonah ï a lesson that I believe he did not 

soon forget.  He grew a vine for shade ï and Jonah was happy with it.  Then God brought a worm to eat it 

and Jonah was angry.  The Lord made it clear that Jonah did nothing to make the vine ï yet he was 

pleased with it ï and did nothing to take it away ï and he was displeased.  It is the same with Godôs favor 

and love.  We do not deserve it, but He desires to give it.  So we should be pleased with His love.  Yet, we 

should also be pleased if He chooses to share it with our enemies ï because He cares just as much for 

them as He does for us.  This is, again, what the Lord says in  Jonah 4:11 
 

11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot  

  tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be  

  concerned about that great city?" 
 

     The Lord made it clear to Jonah that He cares just as much for Nineveh as He does for Jonah.  There-

fore, the Lord wants to save them all ï and Jonah should be pleased with Godôs mercy toward them. 
 

     This is the season of Lent.  It is the season of repentance.  It is the season of self-reflection.  We want 

to be right with God.  We are thankful for His mercy.  It is my prayer that through this season of Lent we 

also earnestly begin to pray for our enemies and those that are cruel to us.  It is my hope and prayer that 

we also become genuinely happy and excited when they come to know the Lord; with the full knowledge 

that they will not get what they deserve from the Lord ï just as we will not either.  We will both get His 

mercy! 
 

     I pray that we all take of the free gift of Godôs mercy through faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
     

Your pastor and friend, 

 

Rev. Christopher Ogne 
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Notes from Editor: 

Betty Ellis 
 

                     Christian Symbol  
 

Hen ñThe hen represents Jesusô deep care and compassion even for those who 

killed prophets God had sent to them. ñO Jerusalem, Jerusalem,ò mourned Jesus 

shortly before his death. ñHow often would I have gathered your children together 

as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!ò (Matthew 

23:37, ESV). 

 

The Seasoned Citizens ate at Mama Stellaôs in Bryans Road on February 9th.  There 

were 17 that bought their Valentines to dinner.  Everyone had a real sweet time. 

        Up-Coming Events: (sign-up sheets are on the narthex 1/2 size table. 
    

¶ March 5th (Sunday), 6pm dinner at Zee Best Caf® on route 225 near La Plata. 

¶ April 6th, 6pm ñPrime Rib Nightò at Martinis in White Plains.  2 pound prime 

rib dinner for $21.95ðmmmmm. 

¶ Sunday July 9th, 3pm, Sister Act at the Port Tobacco Players Theater in La 

Plata.  We will meet at Hunan Star in La Plata for lunch at 1pm.  Price is 

$13.50 each for the play due to Betty by June 18th.  
¶ Friday, August 25th, Jonah at the Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA.  

leaving church at 10:00am.  The price for your ticket and meal after the 

show at Hershey Buffet is $83.00.  The money is due to Betty no lat-

er than July 19th firm.  Checks should be made out to Betty Ellis. 
 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES sign up for your 2017 Lutheran Marriage 

Encounter Weekend today.  Marriage Encounter invites married couples on a jour-

neyða deepening of your love.  The program allows husband and wife to eliminate 

all distractions and focus solely on each other for the weekend.  A $100 per couple 

registration fee gets you signed up; plus toward the end of the weekend, you will be 

given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you 

wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of 

you, and all supplies are included.  The 2017 Northeast US Weekends are: 

¶     March 24-26, 2017 at Toftrees Golf Resort Conference Center -- a peaceful  

       resort nestled in 1500 wooded acres in State College, PA. 

¶     April 28-30, 2017 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel  

       Lancaster, home of the unique tree-house-inspired restaurant, ñLoxleyôs.ò   

¶     September 15-17, 2017 at Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis, PA, a new  

       hotel-style facility on Spruce Lake in the heart of the Pocono Mountains ï an  

       hour north of Allentown.  
 

To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the $100 registration 

fee using your credit card, or mark the option to mail in a check   For questions, or if 

you would like a brochure mailed to you, contact Northeast US Area Directors of 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: 

fjschamber@comcast.net.   Registrations are limited, so act TODAY to ensure that 

you can attend the Weekend of your choice!  
  
Michael & I have attended several of these marriage enrichment weekendsðthey are ab-

solutely fabulous.  Great inexpensive weekend get-away! 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y5ZJ4RKpJI7elPOMJaam_Q4c55N9ZAUDwtAcDJAf22sn7MKJTifoQTRcqTM2DQM4S_a41Mr1CIhtOyDxrB73Z-wiW5s6S5EvcBGRVKSKn4_5jr2jneE96OikunKO4mk-vBkMwRzHrU3zrj260kdvvjNXDsm3B0iz&c=554GvBj_hfZMYGLtuT2zOo5pt5Ryi4MXu2fS2rYh2gP2IFCpHeALBQ==&ch=GvSw4
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net


  

 

Issue No. 2017-3                                                         Page 4 

Donôt forget to save your aluminum cans and all metals!  Drop them off 

at the top of the hill on the right as you enter into the church parking lots.  

If you need a ñpick-upò of larger items, please speak with Steve Holton.  

Steve & Michael Ellis take them to the recycling center for cash.  They 

collected over a thousand dollars last year which helps out with church 

expenses. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS LCOOS! 
Weôre excited to share that in 2016 over 335,000 Thrivent members chose 

to direct Choice DollarsÈ to more than 32,000 churches, schools and oth-

er nonprofits, including The Lutheran Church of Our Savior, through 

Thrivent ChoiceÈ. Based on member recommendations, The Lutheran 

Church of Our Savior received $874 in charitable outreach funding in 

2016. The Thrivent Choice program helps members of Thrivent Financial 

make a positive impact in their communities.  

 

2016 CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE SOON!   All 2016 Choice Dollars 

have been made available for members to direct so there is no reason to 

wait. Use the free promotional materials available on the Thrivent Choice 

page on Thrivent.com to easily remind your supporters about Thrivent 

ChoiceÈ and the positive impact that can be made by directing Choice 

Dollars to your organization. As a reminder, 2016 Choice Dollars expire 

on March 31. 
 

Symbols of our Lordôs PassionðAnd when they came to the place  
that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one 

on His right and one on His left.  And Jesus said, ñFather, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do.ò  
 

     Lent is the season following Epiphany in the Church Year.  It begins a 

journey for Godôs people recalling the events leading up to the Pasion of our 

Lord as He suffered and died for the sins of the world.  Lent is a season of 

repentance and prayer. 
 

     Nearly all the symbols used in Lent flow from the events which began on Palm Sunday, culmi-

nating in Christôs death upon the cross and His resurrection on Easter morning. 
 

     God loved you so much that He gave His only Son to suffer and die for you.  The crucifix is a 

perfectly wonderful symbol of Godôs love. 
 

     Palm fronds crossed alone or over a crown symbolize the royal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday.  A lantern or torch reminds us of the betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane, as 

does a drawstring pouch with coins.  A circle of thorns reminds us of the prickly crown that was put 

on Jesusô head as the people mocked Him, calling Him ñKing of the Jews.ò  A seamless tunic with 

three dice or a pair of dice recalls when the soldiers rolled the dice to decide who would receive the 

divided garments of Jesus.  A rooster is the symbol of Peterôs denial of Jesus.  The image of three 

nails tells the story of how our Lordôs hands and feet were nailed to the cross.  You may see some 

or all of these symbols combined together on a banner, bulletin, or paraments and vestments at 

church. 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace   

(Agnus Dei) 

http://content.email.thrivent.com/emessageIRS/servlet/IRSL?v=5&a=10055&r=22991&m=3471&l=2&e=2&x=2457871.0
http://content.email.thrivent.com/emessageIRS/servlet/IRSL?v=5&a=10055&r=22991&m=3471&l=2&e=2&x=2457871.0
http://content.email.thrivent.com/emessageIRS/servlet/IRSL?v=5&a=10055&r=22991&m=3471&l=3&e=2&x=2457871.0
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The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

 Council Meeting Minutes  

February 21, 2017 
Council Attendees:     

President:  Andrei Sapsai       x     Head Elder:         Michael Ellis        x     

              V. Pres:     Hansen Kannie            Discipleship:       Sean Donaldson    x 

 Secretary:  Patty Davis           x     Outreach:            Shea Gronau         

              Treasurer   Lynn Wells           x     Mem.at Lrg/Prop.  Steve Holton         

 Worship:   Pastor                                                  
 

 

    The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 

     Devotions were led by Andrei Sapsai from Revelation 3:14-22. 
 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on February 25, 2017. 
 

Treasurer's ReportðLynn Wells (As of January 31, 2017) 

 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2017 

2017 Yearly Operating Budget:   $357,758.40 

2017 Yearly Revenue Estimate:  $357,800.00  ( .5% increase over actual 2016 income of $355,962.48) 

Operating  

¶ Offering thru week 5: $29,992.55  Other income thru week 5:  $1,717.00 

¶ Operating Revenue thru week 5:                           $31,709.55     

¶ Operating Expenditures thru week 5:                    $26,616.43 

¶ Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 1/31/17:           $ 5,093.12 

Operating ï Averages 

Average giving per wk thru week 5:                     $5,998.51 

Average Expenditures per wk thru week 5:          $5,323.29   

Average Budget per wk:                                       $6,879.96 

LCEF Mortgage ï Outstanding (12/14/2037) $912,692.69  

LWML  - Balance  $373.23 

¶ Balance carried over from 2016: $373.23       

¶ Income/Expenses (none thru week 5) 

Memorial Fund    Balance $ 1,189.90                   

¶ Balance carried over from 2016:  3,816.02                       

¶ Income 

¶ Memorial Fund Donations thru week 5:                                  

Ǔ Undesignated              $       0.00 

¶ Expense                                                                                                

¶ Memorial Fund thru week 5:    $ 2,626.12 

Youth (budget $7,500 for 2017)    Balance:  $ 8,651.59 

¶ Balance carried over from 2016:                  1,151.59 

¶ Income 

¶ Fundraisers thru week 5:    $   0.00 

¶ Expenses 

¶ Misc thru week 5:    $ 0.00       

============ 

$1,151.59 + 7,500.00 (budget amt)    =  $8,651.59 

 

Cash Accounts   

¶ Operating Fund 1:             $34,760.20 

¶ Operating Fund 2:                   $66,367.59 

¶ SAV ï Bldg:     $27,910.16 

¶ Savings:                    $68,854.39 

¶ Memorial Fund:                      $1,189.90 
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WorshipðPastor 

¶ Bettyôs hip is in serious condition; she will not be able to direct the choir for the time being nor be able to play the 

organ.  

¶ In her absence, Nancy Love has played/is playing these dates ï Feb. 12, 19, and 26.  She is also playing 

April 2nd.  

¶ Katherine Larson [formerly from Grace Lutheran] is playing March 5th, April 9th, May 7th, and May 14th.  

¶ Kathy Frye will be playing March 19th and 26th, April 16th, 23rd, and 30th and May 21st and 28th.   

¶ March the 12th is not covered yet.  On that note, we received a donation for 1000 dollars to make our or-

gan programmable electronically to play liturgy and hymnody.  Most likely the praise team will play that 

service [the old time songs they usually play] but we are working on programming electronically the or-

gan for future absences.  

¶ Nancy Love has stepped in to direct the Easter Choral performance as Betty cannot do it under current 

circumstances due to her hip.  

¶ A report about the DVD.  We have had numerous reports concerning positive impacts of the Testimonial DVD in 

the neighborhood.  We also received reports of suspicion.  Due to the suspicion, we sent a 2nd mailing ï a post-

card with a picture of the DVD and who we were and why we sent it.  Shea Gronau, our outreach coordinator 

worked quickly to accomplish this.  This was a real success ï while bumps in the road were experienced, I am 

convinced that many people DID watch due to the intriguing nature of the DVD.  Those that were upset will get 

an apology by the postcard.  For this, God is good and to be praised! 

¶ A proposal could be ï we recently received a donation from someone who passed away that was over 3000 dol-

lars.  That money goes to the memorial fund.  It seems to me that the Lord may have provided a way to use that 

money above.   

¶ I want to thank Kara Krause for coordinating the Safe Nights for the week of Feb 26th through March 5th.  I also 

want to thank everyone that helped.  God be praised! 

¶ We continue to look for a 2nd guitarist for our praise team.  Dave is leaving in the beginning of March.  I would 

like to personally thank Dave and Tanok for their life of worship and service at the Lutheran Church of our Sav-

ior.  Godspeed to you both ï you will be greatly missed! 

¶ Saifu Deen completes his two-year Deacon Training.  I would like to install him in the congregation as an LCMS 

certified Lay deacon the last Sunday in March - March 26th. 
 

DiscipleshipðSean Donaldson 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

¶ Sunday School led by Dianne Bicknell - Avg. weekly attendance 10-14 kids from grades PreK ï 12.  

¶ Adult Bible Study led by Pastor Ogne- Avg. weekly attendance is 30.  

¶ Defending Your Faith will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Sunday's every month at 1pm in the fellowship hall.  We 

are discussing a book titled "The Case for Christ" by Lee Strobel.  All who are interested in attending please con-

tact Sean Donaldson. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

¶ 2pm Ladies Afternoon Bible Study led by Bev Linde.  Avg. weekly attendance 4-6 

¶ 6 pm Childrenôs Bible Study led by Christine Neaves and Jeannie Weaver - Avg. weekly attendance 6-8    

¶ 6 pm Confirmation led by Pastor ï Avg. weekly attendance 4. 

¶ 6 pm Youth Group led by Bryan Mays.  Avg. weekly attendance 8-12 

¶ 6 pm Young Adult Bible Study led by Sean Donaldson.  Currently studying the book of Proverbs and how it ap-

plies in our daily life.  Average weekly attendance 3-5.  

¶ 6 pm  Adult Women's Bible Study led by Dorris Simmons  ï Avg. weekly attendance 2-4 

¶ 6 pm Adult Bible Study led by Graham Bartholomew ï currently studying the book of 2 Corinthians  -  Avg. 

weekly attendance 5-7  

 FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY 

¶ 7- 9 pm led by Beth Mays - They will reconvene at a later date to be determined. 
 

SATURDAY BIBLE STUDY 

¶ Confirmation class led by Pastor - Avg. weekly attendance is 4 
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OutreachðShea Gronau  

¶ Brandywine Mission: Bible Studies are continuing with Saifu at the Xscapes Theatre. 

¶ Evangelism DVD. Distribution date was Feb 11, 2017. Thank you to all who came out and helped.  The follow-up 

explanation postcards were sent out on Friday, February 17th and most people should be receiving them on Tues-

day, February 21st .  Keep praying about these DVD's.  

¶ March: E72 dates 11th and 25th 

¶ Upcoming: Easter Eggstravaganza April 15th, rain date April 16th right after service.  If you can help with this 

event, please speak to Shea or Pastor. 
 

PropertyðSteve Holton 

¶ Working Projects 
¶ Mark/Mary Kirby are investigating the proper lighting bulbs that will be required for the replacement of 

the sanctuary bulbs. 

¶ Andrei Sapsai to investigate and prepare a cost study for replacing all the lighting in the educational wing. 

¶ Finance office door knob to be fixed. 

¶ Paint Menôs room bathroom wall ï new building. 

¶ Re-point outside steeple lights toward the top of the steeple. 

¶ Heating & A/C units in the educational wing: 
¶ I met with A-Plus Heating & A/C the end of January to evaluate the system. We were advised that an up-

graded system would be advisable, due to the age of our units. The current units are not working properly 

because of age and the mold that accumulates in the units. (Mold builds up on a regular basis because of 

the variance of the room temperatures. The units could be broken down and cleaned on a regular basis to 

take care of the mold problem, however this would require a monthly cleaning. (A-Plus does not do this 

and recommends replacing the units)  

¶ There are 6 units in the educational wing. 1 in the library, 1 in the Luther room, 1 in the entrance way, 1 in 

the St. Paul room, and 2 in the Youth room. An estimate was given for all 6 units at $17,280 (that is with a 

10% discount). A-Plus would take out and dispose of the old units and replace the new units. LCOOS 

would be responsible for cosmetic work to the outside hole being boarded and siding being replaced. A-

Plus stated if we wanted to do half the units now and half when we can afford the second 3, they would do 

that. The work can be done in one day. 

¶ Further investigation and information will be ascertained. 

¶ The Back Flow System Inspection is to be done on February 22, 2017 by Wallôs Plumbing. (they have done this 

inspection for the last three years at a cost of $150 per year.) 

¶ Future projects: 

¶ Paint Menôs bathroom wall ï New Building 

¶ Replace Altar spot lights 

¶ Point Outside lights at the top of our steeple (fair weather project) 
 

New Business 
 

Reports review 

¶ 2017 Budget ï Outreach expenditure for DVD 

¶ Motion presented by Pastor Ogne to take $3,000 from the Memorial Fund to use $2,400 to augment guest organist 

line, $600 to augment Miscellaneous Outreach at the end of the fiscal year and balance will go back to the Memo-

rial Fund.  Michael Ellis seconded the motion and unanimously agreed upon by the council.   

¶ Youth Fundraiser Maundy Thursday ï Sean  

¶ Motion to approve spaghetti dinner and cake auctionðunanimously approved.  

¶ Heating and A/C Units in Educational Wing 

¶ Steve Holton to organize a team to clean the heating and a/c units in the Educational wing and 

then to maintain the units with periodic maintenance May through June to clean. 

¶ February Calendar Review 

¶ Next council meeting is March 21st at 7pm. 
 

Prayer ï The meeting was concluded in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of the church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Patty Davis 

Council Secretary 
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