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Greetings beloved congregation!  I wrote the below as a blog, and I thought I would make 
it my Newsletter Article for This month.  I simply believe that knowing Christ, and truly  
loving Him, is the answer to our society. Nothing – no program, no law, no anything can 
change a heart; only the love of God in Christ. So, without further ado: 
  
As I write this blog today there are three headlines that caught my eye. 
 
The first is that today there is another school shooting in Santa Fe Texas.  As of this  
writing the public has been told that there are ten people who have been killed and the 
shooter is in custody. 
 
Also at this writing a Florida man opened fire in a Trump hotel and was shot in the legs  
by police officers. 
 
Also at this writing there are two counter-narratives in the political news.  The one states 
that one or more FBI agents were planted in the Trump campaign in 2016 as a counter-
intelligence matter because some in the campaign were acting mischievously with a  
foreign government and they needed to gather information on this; the other narrative is 
that the former administration was spying on a political rival thereby criminally using gov-
ernment agencies to spy on political enemies. 
 
What do all these events have in common?  Just hear me out. 
 
I was reading the book of Philippians the other day and something I read jumped off the 
page.  I have read that small book countless times; yet these words hit me directly in my 
head and heart - and they have remained there for over a week.  The reading comes 
from Philippians 3:18-19 
 
"For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as  
enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they 
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things." 
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How does this Scripture relate to the three events described above?  Because in all three instances people are  
focused on the things of this world.  Why kill people in a school?  Why shoot guns in a hotel?  Why either spy on  
opponents or illegally conspire with foreign agents?  The answer is actually quite simple - your mind is on earthly things.  
You may kill because you have lost hope.  Why have you lost hope?  Because your hopes lie here.  You spy  
illegally because your hope lies here.  You collude because your hopes lie here.   Bottom line is this - sin, grievous sin, 
occurs because people's hopes and dreams lie in a dying world.  And that is sad; very sad. 
 
Only a person who truly has not grasped eternity would be willing to sell their soul to gain the world.  Only a person who 
truly has not grasped eternity would be willing to kill their neighbor without thought to the next world. 
 
The longer I live in this world the more I see how crooked and perverse this place truly is.  Yet, this fact does not depress 
me.  It saddens me.  It moves me to action.  But it does not depress me.  It does not depress me because I know one im-
mutable truth - this place is not my home.  This place does not hold my hope.  This place does not hold my future.  This 
place is a dead world that will eventually be completely destroyed.  The Apostle Paul says it in Philippians 3:20-21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to 
be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself." 
 
My home, and the home of every believer in Jesus, is heavenly glory.  We look forward to a new heaven and a new earth - 
that is our home of righteousness.  So beloved, you and I do not need to get caught up in the hate, fear, cruelty, or  
dissension of this world.  This world is dying.  We knew that yesterday.  We know it today.  It will be further into its death 
spiral tomorrow.  Hear me if you have never heard me before - if you believe in Jesus Christ this world is not your home.  
We are only passing through. 
 
And those who do not believe?  What, in tears, does the Apostle say? 
 
Their end is destruction.  Their god is their belly.  They glory in their shame. 
 
Let us take the third sentence first.  They honor what is shameful.  Is Jesus not a punchline for this atheistic world?  Is 
blasphemy not regular?  Is that which is dishonorable uplifted by this culture and that which is good mocked and 
scorned?  The answer is yes. 
 
What does the Apostle mean when he says, "their god is their belly?"  Are they worshiping their stomachs?  No.  Whether 
people in this world like to admit it or not, everyone has a god.  More often than not in America our god is the self.  We 
worship the self.  And the Apostle admits that at his time this was often the case as well.  He says, "their god is their bel-
ly."  What he means is that their varied appetites are what they live their lives to please.  Jesus taught the Kingdom of 
God; this world teaches the Kingdom of desire.  Back in the 60's the world taught, "if it feels good, do it."  . 
 Continued on  next page... 
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Pastor’s Message Continued... 
 

Today the world teaches, “if it feels good, it is right. And if anyone tells you that the way you feel is not right, they are 
horrible bigots and judgmental jerks."  Our god has become our feelings; and my goodness if our feelings do not con-
stantly change.  When we make our desires our god my goodness it is such a difficult idol to please.  Our desires are 
constantly shifting, our feelings constantly changing, therefore our actions to please those desires shifting as well. 
 
And finally the Apostle says, "their end is destruction."  Whether we like it or not the Bible is very clear on those who do 
not believe in the Lord.  The words of Jesus in John 5:28-29, "Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who 
are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment."  It is Jesus Himself that says hell is, "eternal punishment."  
[Matthew 25:46] 
 
So what should be our attitude as Christians as we face a world filled with pain, death, lies, and corruption?  Well it 
ought not be that we cloister ourselves away.  It ought not be fear.  It ought not be to throw our lot in with the world.  
What should we do? 
 
Beloved, tell of the love of Jesus to this dying world.  He is the one true hope.  Imagine if that person who shot eight 
dead knew there was a person who defeated death who truly loves Him?  Imagine if that person in Florida knew that 
their hopes were not dashed by one man?  Imagine if, whichever narrative is true, those involved in corruption at the 
highest level knew that there are no such things as secrets - that they themselves will know and the Lord will know what-
ever they do?  And then imagine if they simply said to themselves, "I will focus on the two things eternal - God and  
others."  This can only happen if they know the Lord Jesus Christ, and I quote the Apostle Paul again in Romans 10:14, 
"How can they know if no one preaches to them?" 
 
So beloved, as you hear all the bad news coming through the news today, remember this - Jesus has already died; and 
Jesus has already risen again. He rose again and secured everlasting life to all who trust in Him.  Therefore be free of 
the fear of this world and let us spend our time spreading the hope of Christ to a dying world.  We ought never be satis-
fied, as much as we can help it, that there are people we know whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetites, 
and their glory is in shame.  Instead let us share the true God - so their end will be heaven, their God will be the true 
God, and their glory will be in their salvation in Christ. 
 
Amen. 
 
Your pastor and friend, 
 
Christopher Ogne 



 We are all looking forward to a June that schedules the rain for during the night--and not so much 
at one time, too.  Actually, I know we really did need rain, and we are thankful for it. 
 
 

The Seasoned Citizens will meet on Thursday, 
June 14th for dinner at Marie's n LaPlata.  Let's 
try to meet there at 5pm and hopefully our wait 
won't be too long. 
 
 

 

Let me know if you are interested in making a short 
cruise by water taxi from the National Harbor to Alex-
andria for lunch on Thursday, June 21.  The taxi 
leaves about 11:30 for Alexandria, and returns at ei-
ther 1:25 or 2:45.  The round trip ticket is $16.80 for 
Seniors.  There are also sight-seeing cruises that go 
up the river and back, and we could do that sometime 
and then eat at the Harbor. 
                                                                              Bev Linde                  

 

 

Stephen Ministers offer caring Christian friendship and  
concerned listening to people when they need it most. 
 
In times of trouble, we look to caring Christian friends to lis-
ten to us while we work through our feelings.  A Stephen  
Minister can be such a friend, either to you or to someone you 
know.  This month our Stephen Ministers will be studying 
how to care for people with depression and helping  suicidal 
persons obtain help, as they continue to learn ways of caring 
for people with needs.  These Stephen Ministers are commit-
ted to providing Christian care for others experiencing many 
different needs.  If you or someone you know could benefit 
from the trained, caring presence and listening ear of a  
Stephen Minister, please talk to Pastor Ogne, Bev Linde, 
Adrienne Norwood, Jim Ammons or one of the  
Ministers-in-training. 
 

Our class includes Lorraine Bartholomew, Roslyn Clifford, Joan Curley, Donna Ellis, 
Twhanna Green, Pam Mays, Sharon McPherson, and Renee Nelson. 
 
Please continue to pray for our Stephen Ministers and their care receivers. 
 
Bev Linde  

Issue No.6                   Page 4  

Seasoned Citizens……... 

Stephen Ministry……... 



LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League….. 

Issue No. 6                  Page 5 

Minutes of the LCOOS  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
 

                                                                                                                          May 21, 2018 
 

Attendees: Beth Ogne, Beth Mays, Shea Gronau, Doris Simmons, Eudora Deen, Isatu Deen 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:11pm. 

 

Opening Prayer: Doris Simmons 

Devotion: My “real” Mother's Day read by Beth Ogne; 1Thes. 5:16-18 and Phil.4:4-7 and 11-13 

 

Reports: 

LWML  - Zone Rep Doris Simmons   

April 28th was our Spring Rally in D.C. Congratulations Rosa Ammons, our new co-chairman for 

DCMARVA.  

Sept 21-23- Chesapeake Convention in Richmond VA. We are in search of 2 Delegates and a young 

women’s representative (YWR) to attend (age 18-28)  

 

Altar Guild:  Rhonda Piegols 
No Report 

 

Angel’s Watch Women’s Shelter:  Rhonda Piegols 
No Report 

 

Shut-ins/Memorial Ministry: 
No Report 

 

Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Center of So. MD:  Donna Ellis 

Compassion Trailer will be here June 7th -9th  and July 5th -7th  

 

Bethesda Lutheran Home: Isatu Deen 
Collection of labels is on-going. The collection box is in the narthex. 

 

St. Jude’s Hospital/Ranch: Isatu Deen 
Collection of greeting card fronts is on-going.  Collection box in narthex. 

 

Post Card Ministry: - Shea Gronau 
No Report 

 

Cradle Role: JoAnn Garber 
No Report 

 

New Business/ Upcoming Events 

Thank you to all the ladies who assisted with both the Mother's Day Tea and the Confirmation service! 

 

 
Continued on next page…. 
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          **  Discussed assigning back-up people to handle different ministries in case of absence.  

 

“Sisters in Study” recurring 2nd and 4th Friday of each month at different ladies homes. 

May 25th @ Renee Nelson's house (last official one before summer hiatus). 

 

June 2nd - Ladies Yard Sale from 7am – 12pm; need help Friday June 1st for set up  as well as Saturday, 

June 2nd (starting at  6am) for the actual yard sale and clean-up—please help where you can! 

 

June 23-24: Ladies Beginner Overnight Camping Trip; please sign up at pgparksdirect.com if you plan 

on going – there is an info packet on the event’s Facebook page under the ‘Ladies of LCOOS’ group 

page. You can also find Beth Mays for more information.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 11th, at 7:00 p.m. Please Attend! 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:18p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shea Gronau 
Secretary 

 
 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 
 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 

            “Sisters In Study” 
     On Hiatus for the Summer 

Friday , June 8th — 7:00pm LWML needs help setting up for 

the Yard Sale tonight but especially tomorrow morning.  

Saturday, June 9th— 7:00am—12:00 Noon LWML Yard 

Sale. Please help if you can. We need help setting up at 6:00am, 

also help with the actual yard sale and also taking down right after 

the yard sale is over.  

Monday, June 11th, —7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

LWML Monthly Meeting.  All ladies are invited to attend. Please 

Come! 

Saturday/Sunday, June 23rd and 24th—Ladies  

Beginner Overnight Camping Trip.   
   

LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Continued….. 

Continued on next page…. 
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How, Lord ……. Can I Find Strength? 

 

In the Word:   
“…Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20b  
 

Of the Word: 
 
     Test results came back — the Big C. Sorrow, anger, fear, and frustration followed. Cancer happened to other 

people, to older people, to anyone but her. What now? She had work to do, children to care for. 

     Tears followed as family and friends offered love and support. As shock wore off and reality set in, she was 

able to say, “I have the Big C. I have Christ!”Treatment was long and difficult, but she carried this thought 

with her on each trip, “My true Big C is Christ, my Savior. No matter what this treatment gives, He has already 

treated me to eternity with Him.” 

     Those words are eternally true for every Christian. No matter what other Cs life may hold — cold, cough, 

controversy, confusion, or even cancer — the cross of Christ is stronger. He has conquered sin and death, and 

He promises to keep us, His faithful people, with Him forever. 
 

Walking with my Lord: 
 

Dear Jesus, forgive me when I forget You and Your cross. No matter what befalls me today, keep me close to 

You. In Your name I pray. Amen.                            Mustard Seed: How, Lord? Marcia Gomulka and Myrna Lou Meyer, authors.  

 

 

 

 

Fathers Day In The United States…... 

There are a range of events, which may have inspired the idea of Father's Day. One of these was the start of the 

Mother's Day tradition in the first decade of the 20th century. Another was a memorial service held in 1908 for 

a large group of men, many of them fathers, who were killed in a mining accident in Monongah, West Virginia 

in December 1907. 

A woman called Sonora Smart Dodd was an influential figure in the estab-

lishment of Father's Day. Her father raised six children by himself after the 

death of their mother. This was uncommon at that time, as many widowers 

placed their children in the care of others or quickly married again. 

Sonora was inspired by the work of Anna Jarvis, who had pushed for Moth-

er's Day celebrations. Sonora felt that her father deserved recognition for 

what he had done. The first time Father's Day was held in June was in 1910. 

Father's Day was officially recognized as a holiday in 1972 by President 

Nixon.  

                                                                                                                                   

Excerpt from timeanddate.com 

http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Gal/2#20
http://www.lwml.org/shoplwml/2015/10/how-lord-lwml40216


 
 

 

our Fuge trip to Philadelphia is this 

month!  We leave the church the 

morning of June 25 and return June 

30 in the evening.  God is Good!   

Please pray for our youth as we have 

25 youth going and 5 adults.   

May God grant us His favor! 

 

Please continue to pray for our                  

    youth in all things. 
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LCOOS YOUTH HAPPENINGS ………………………... 

Our youth had a guest speaker come in May… 

Hi name was Massey Campos and he was part of Self-
Evident Ministry.  This is what he taught our youth: 

Self-Evident has always and will always hold the belief 
that the answers to all of America’s problems are 
found through God and the obedience of His people. 

God’s blessings on a nation/people in the Bible and 
also throughout history was and is always in response 
to His people seeking Him with their whole heart, 

obeying Him, and walking out His purposes. Our de-
sire is to see the body of Christ rise up and stand for 

the Biblical principles that shaped this great country 

and it is to that end we will devote our effort and time. 

Topics That Were Discussed 

 
• The Biblical heritage of America 

• The Founders view of law and government 
• The authority of Constitutional Law with the Bible 

• How the foundation of America, and The Body Of Christ,  
is still relevant today 

• Our Biblical duty as Christians 
• Making our calling and election sure 

• The Hope for America – Jesus Christ! 
                                                https://theselfevidenttruth.com/masseycampos/ 
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Christian Symbols …….. 

Serpent       

 A serpent coiled around a fruit-bearing tree symbolizes humanity’s 
first sin, when Adam and Eve, at the serpent’s tempting, disobeyed 
God by eating fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. The Genesis 3 account is often referred to as “The Fall,” and 
though it doesn’t say so, the serpent is commonly understood as 

Satan.  

Snakes (or serpents) get plenty of attention in the Bible, which mentions them over 80 times. Snakes show up in Pharaoh’s court 
(Exodus 7:12), in the wilderness (Numbers 21:7), on the island of Malta (Acts 28:3), and, of course, in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 
3:1). They are almost always pictured as loathsome creatures, associated with poison and craftiness. As amoral creatures, snakes 
are not “evil” in themselves—but they are a handy metaphor for evil in many passages. 
 
It started in the Garden. “The serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made” (Genesis 3:1). In some 
way, the serpent was used by Satan to lie to Eve and lead her into disobedience. Adam soon followed. As God was meting out pun-
ishments, He cursed the snake: “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat 
dust all the days of your life” (Genesis 3:14). Every time we see a snake slithering, limbless, on the ground, we have a reminder of the 
Fall of man and the effects of sin. 
 
Ever since Satan spoke his lies through the serpent to Eve, the snake has been associated with sin. The prophets liken the wicked to 
those who “hatch viper’s eggs” (Isaiah 59:5), to “a serpent [who] has swallowed us . . . and then has spewed us out” (Jeremiah 
51:34), and to those who “will lick dust like a snake” (Micah 7:17). The poetic books speak of evil men making “their tongues as sharp 
as a serpent's; the poison of vipers is on their lips” (Psalm 140:3), of liars having “venom . . . like the venom of a snake, like that of a 
cobra that has stopped its ears, that will not heed the tune of the charmer, however skillful the enchanter may be” (Psalm 58:4–5), 
and of alcohol eventually biting “like a snake and poison[ing] like a viper” (Proverbs 23:32). Jesus and John the Baptist both con-
demned the hypocrisy of the Pharisees by calling them a “brood of vipers” and “snakes” (Matthew 3:7; 12:34; 23:33). 
 
The snake, as a symbol of Satan, has wound its way around the human heart and filled us with its poison. Try as we might, we can-
not rid ourselves of its influence. As the wicked King Macbeth discovered, serpents are hard to kill: “We have scotch’d the snake, not 
kill’d it.” (Macbeth, III:ii). In fact, by the time we get to the book of Revelation, the serpent in the Garden has become a raging dragon 
bent on world domination. Following a battle in heaven, “the great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him” (Revelation 12:9). 
 
We need help in our battle against the “ancient serpent.” Fortunately, from the very beginning, God has promised us a Savior: speak-
ing to the serpent in the Garden, God says, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This is the protoevangelium, or “first gospel.” God promised that 
the Seed of the woman would crush the serpent’s head—a prophecy that the virgin-born Son of God would win a decisive victory over 
the power of the devil. 
 
Jesus said that He had come to save us all from the serpent’s bite: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him” (John 3:14–15; cf. Numbers 21:6–9). 
 
The Lord Jesus is our serpent-crusher. He is our dragon-slayer. And one day, when He establishes His kingdom on this earth, all of 
creation will be restored to its original, harmless state—snakes included. “The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young 
child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:8–9). 
                                        
God's Devil: The Incredible Story of How Satan's Rebellion Serves God's Purposes by Erwin Lutzer  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%207.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2021.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2028.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.1
https://www.gotquestions.org/Satan-serpent.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2059.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2051.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2051.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%207.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20140.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2058.4%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2023.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2012.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2023.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.15
https://www.gotquestions.org/protoevangelium.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/bronze-serpent.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.14%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2021.6%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2011.8%E2%80%939
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=413130
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 

Date May 15, 2018 
 

Council Attendees:   President: Andrei Sapsai x 

V. Pres.: Hansen Kannie x 

Secretary: Patty Davis x 

Treasurer: Lynn Wells x 

Worship: Pastor Ogne x 

Head Elder: Michael Ellis x 

Discipleship: Saifu Deen x 

Outreach: Shea Gronau x 

Member at Large: Steve Holton 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on May 29, 2018 

 
 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Treasurer's Report 

As of April 30, 2018 
 

Cash Accounts 

Operating Fund 1:  $87,822.15 

Operating Fund 2:  $60,926.22 

SAV – Bldg:   $28,136.48 

Savings:   $70,683.98 

Memorial Fund:  $  3,590.92 
 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2018 

2018 Yearly Operating Budget:   $375,175.51  (based on 2017 income) 

2018 Yearly Revenue Estimate:   $366,404.00  ( 2.4% increase over 2017 Budget) 
 

Operating 

Offering (1&2)  thru week 18:     $127,554.40 

Other income (3) thru week 18:    $    5,911.00 

Operating Revenue thru week 18:             $133,465.40 

Operating Expenditures thru week 18:      $110,740.67 

Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 4/30/18:         $  22,724.73 
 

Operating – Averages 

Average giving per wk thru week 18:   $ 7,086.36 
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Average Expenditures per wk thru week 18:  $ 6,152.26 

Average Budget per wk:    $ 6,913.28 
 

LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (12/14/2037)   $862,382.51 
 

LWML  - Balance  $ 1,132.98 

Balance carried over from 2017:   $1,159.34      

Income 

Mites thru week 18:         $    51.54 

Other income thru week 18:      $  366.00 

Expenses 

Mites thru week 18:          $    40.00 

Other thru week 18:       $  403.90 

Conferences thru week 18:         $      0.00 
 

Memorial Fund  - Balance $ 3,590.92 

Balance carried over from 2017:   $ 3,590.92                       

Income 

Memorial Fund Donations thru week 18:                                 

Undesignated           $       0.00 

Expense                                                                                                

Memorial Fund thru week 18:         $       0.00 
 

Youth Group  Balance:  $18,929.39 

(budget $7,500 for 2018)     

Balance carried over from 2017:   $  7,757.07 

Income 

Fundraisers thru week 18:    $  5,325.00 

Expenses 

Misc thru week 18:     $ 1,652.68                                          

                                                                               ======== 

      $ 11,429.39 + 7,500.00 (budget amt) = $18,929.39 
 

Worship: 

 Ken Killion and Teresa Tester have joined the congregation – we praise God for this! 
 

 The Choir sang two Sunday’s in May; their last choral performance until the fall will be Father’s           

 Day.  Please prayerfully consider joining the choir! 
 

 Andrei and I returned from the Southeastern District Convention.  Here are some convention high

 lights 
 

 John Denninger was elected to a 3rd term as President.   

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued... 
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 The theme of the convention was, “let’s go fishing.”  The theme was surrounded by the need for our 

congregations to do mission.  Here are some sobering statistics 

 In our District there are 32 million people 
 In our District 80% of those people do not attend church 
 In our District 25% of those people have NEVER attended worship. 
 The harvest is indeed plentiful!  Please prayerfully consider how you can share your faith. 

 Many resolutions were passed to forward to Synod our need for different routes into pastoral ministry. 

 Currently the only sure route is for a person to attend one of the two seminaries; they are still looking to 

find and create alternate routes. 

 A resolution was also passed to forward to the Synod Council of Presidents studying the issue whether 

or not, due to the country’s changing of the definition of marriage, whether pastors should forfeit state  

licensure. 

 You can view the full results of the convention at our District Website se.lcms.org 

 My next all-Day Saturday meeting will be September 8th and it will be about, “how do I practically 

share my faith in Jesus Christ with others?”  We will brainstorm ideas on how to practically share our  

faith and we will discuss the importance of sharing our faith.   
 Vacation Bible School is July 23-27 9am -12noon.   
 

Discipleship: 

 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued…... 
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Continued on  next page... 

Outreach: 

Upcoming Events:  Fuge – June 25 – 30 

   Vacation Bible School - July 23 - 27, 9am -12 noon. 
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PROPERTY REPORT: 

No Report 

 

Old Business:  

      *Youth room – replace outside siding.  

*Hide Speaker wire by exit door in Fellowship hall 

*Add special lighting in Sanctuary 

 

New Business:  

*Reports review 

*Church Security Policy and Procedures Attached 

*Motion by Pastor to allow an LCMS pastor from the Food for the Poor Ministries to speak at both  

services on October 14, 2018.  Unanimously agreed upon by the council.  

*Storage Cabinets for the Youth Bible study room 

**Lynn Wells to research and provide two quotes by May 29, 2018. 

**Motion by Andrei to set aside and utilize up to $5,000 to procure and install cabinets in the  

Bible Study Room.  Motion seconded by Michael Ellis and unanimously agreed upon by the 

council. 

*JUNE Calendar Review 

Council Meeting – 19JUN18 

*05MAY18 – Church clean up – many thanks to all who participated in our beautification of God’s house.  

 

Prayer – Each meeting will conclude at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 

the church. 

 

     

     Here We GroW AGAin……. PrAises!! 

We welcome Ken Killion & Teresa Tester,  

Destiny, Dallas and Dakota to our flock! 

Welcome to the family! We are so blessed and 

thankful that you have joined us and we look 

forward to worshipping with you. God is Good! 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued…... 
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"Fake News" 
 
John 17:17 - (Jesus said) "Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word 
is truth." 
 
In recent years, we have heard a great deal about fake news. You 
know, exaggerations, satire, half-truths, and total lies which are 
presented as the truth so as to make someone look bad and, in 
so doing, make another person look good.  
 
You would have to look far and wide to find some area of life which has not been touched by fake news, 
including the church. 
 
Two weeks ago, the internet lit up after an atheist, and friend of Pope Francis, published an article result-
ing from a pre-Easter interview he had with the pontiff. In the article, two opinions, no, make that 
two supposed opinions of the pope really went viral. In summary, his holiness is supposed to have said  
 
1. there is no hell of everlasting fire;  
2. the souls of unbelievers are not punished in the afterlife; they just disappear.  
 
Now, for unbelievers that news is pretty good. They can do what they want and believe what they want 
and there is no punishment for them. For Christians the news is pretty bad. It's bad because it would ap-
pear the present pope neither accepts many plain passages of Scripture nor does he adhere to the doc-
trines of his own church. 
 
That would be pretty depressing if it were true.  
 
As for me, I believe the whole story falls into the category of fake news. While it is true that the present 
pontiff has said, and holds to some beliefs which are non-traditional, he seldom has disregarded 2,000 
years of church  
history. 
 
It is also true that the Vatican has publicly said the views expressed in the article are not held by the 
pope nor do they accurately express what was said in the interview.  
 
Lastly, it should be noted that Eugenio Scalfari, the author of the article, does not use a tape recorder, 
nor does he take notes in his interviews. In short, he has to reconstruct his articles from what he heard, 
or thinks he heard. And that, my friends, is a dangerous thing to do.  
 
Of course, in the long term, it really doesn't make much difference what Pope Francis or Joel Osteen or 
Ken Klaus believes and teaches. For anyone to build their faith upon sinful humans is a dangerous thing 
to do. 
 
Far better for us to follow the Reformation principle of "sola scriptura."  
 
Our faith in Jesus is based on the divine Word as inspired by the Holy Spirit. Only He can be counted on 
as being perfect, and only His verbally inspired authors can be trusted to give us the truth we need for 
salvation. 
 
The Savior said it better than I ever could when He said, "Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word is truth."  
 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, there are many and varied human opinions which tell people what they are to 
believe if they are to be saved. Grant that I may listen to the words of Scripture which point to the Savior 
as the One who has done all which was necessary for salvation. This I ask in the Savior's Name. Amen   
 
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

By Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour 

Lutheran Hour Ministries….. 

 



                    Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
Don’t forget to save your aluminum cans and all 

metals! Drop them off at the top of the hill on the 

right as you enter into the church parking lots. If 

you need a “pick-up” of larger items, please speak 

with Steve Holton. Steve and Michael Ellis take 

them to the recycling center for cash. They collect-

ed over a THOUSAND dollars last year which 

helps with church expenses! 
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      Vacation Bible School 
   sAve THe DATe… July 23rD THru July 27TH  
                                 9:00am—12:00 noon 
 

 

 

 

Moe 

Coral 
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Youth Activity Page ……. 
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (H) (301) 655-0264 

(O) (301) 375-7507 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 

Saifu Deen 

Cameron Kruse 

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259 

(301) 885-9230  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Secretary Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large/Prop. Steve Holton (301) 643-0514 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 413-2259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Heather Nault (802) 222-7637 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Rhonda Piegols (301) 934-8242  

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Seasoned Citizens  Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 

 

Pamela Mays (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

  1— Art Bicknell 

  2—Bo Bohlmann, Scott Farber 

  4—Paul deHoll, Snookie Guetzka 

  5—Arlene Yates 

  6—Yanni Gardner 

  8—Pat Simmons, Lorien Wells 

  9—Cyndora Simpson 

11—Joe Bailey, Danielle Kaloz 

13—James Stine 

14—Kassidy & Kameron Dickerson 

15—Blake Tregoning 

16—Rachel March   

17—Bonnie Graham                                                                                                                           

18—Christopher Tregoning 

20—Kevin Satterfield 

22—Leyna Sapsai, Peggy Willett-Gross,  

        Gary Pomrenke  

23—Layton Scuyler, Jeannie Weaver 

24—Lynda Bullock 

25—Norman Quick, Dominic MacAulay 

        Krysten Kirby 

26—Jake Bullock 

27—Diane Bicknell 

28—Patty Davis, Nichole Buchanan 

30—Mary Kirby 
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday  

NOTE:  Events 
and Times are 
subject to 
change. Please 
consult the 
church online 
calendar at 
LCOOS.org for 
any changes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

7 pm—10pm 

LCOOS YOUTH 

NIGHT  

 

2  

 
 

10-12 Stephen  

     Ministry 

8pm  Sat. Night          

Alive (AA) 

3 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun.School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

 

Defending Your 

Faith 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

4 

6-7pm 

Praise Team 

On Hiatus 

 

5 

 

 

7pm Choir  

Practice 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

7 

10am-2pm  

Compassion Center 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

8 

10am-2pm  

Compassion Center 

 

 

7pm LWML—

Sisters In Study 

on Hiatus  

9 9am Prayer 

10am-2pm  

Compassion Center 

 

LWML YARD SALE 

7am—Noon 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

10 

8:30am Traditional 

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

11 

7pm LWML 

Meeting 

 

 

12 

 

 

7pm Choir  

Practice 

13 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

15 

 

 

 

16  9am Prayer 

 

10-12 Stephen  

     Ministry 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

17 

8:30am Traditional 

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

18 

6-7pm 

Praise Team 

On Hiatus 

  

 

19 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

6pm Elders  

7pm Council 

Meeting 

2 

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

21 

 

 

 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

22 

 

 

 

7pm LWML—

Sisters In Study 

on Hiatus 

 

 

23  9am Prayer 

LWML Camping 

Trip 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

           Alive (AA) 

24 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

LWML Camping 

Trip 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

25 

****FUGE*** 

 

 

 

 

26 

****FUGE*** 

 

 

 

 

27 

****FUGE*** 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv 

 

28 

****FUGE*** 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

29 

****FUGE*** 

30 

****FUGE*** 



               Sunday  

8:30am  Traditional Service 

9:45am  Sunday School for “all” 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service  

 

               Wednesday 

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  

7:15pm  Praise & Worship Service           

Sun   9:45am  Sunday School for “all ” 

        12:30pm  Defending Your Faith  

                          (1st & 3rd Sunday)  

 

Wed 2:00   Women’s Bible Study   

         6:15   Bible Study for “all” 

 

Fri    7:00   LWML - Sisters in Study 
                    
 

Wed   6:00pm Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 

Phone:      301(375-7507) 

Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 

Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Home of  Blue 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermons


