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From the Pastor’s 

Desk……………………………………………………………………………. 
 
1 …Unless the Lord builds the 

house, They labor in vain who build 

it; Unless the Lord guards the city, 

The watchman keeps awake in vain. 

2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to 

retire late, to eat the bread of  

painful labors; For He gives to His  

beloved even in his sleep.  

                                   [Psalm 127:1-2] 
 

I love the Psalms.  The Psalms are poetic, instructional, and emotional songs  

given to us by the Lord.  Written by different authors, they offer to us the prayers 

of saints in the past as they struggled, and gained victory, in their faith by the 

Lord’s help.  One of my favorite verses of Scriptures in the Psalms is the one 

above. 
 

The first time I used this verse in a devotional atmosphere it was in the  

congregation that I served as a vicar.  I opened a devotional for our staff meeting 

with these words, “unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build 

it.”  At the church I was serving we were experiencing a desire to grow and we 

were looking for the means to put that desire into action. The means for growth 

that were adopted were almost entirely based on business plans, strategic  

planning, and secular mappings of success.  Instead of being in a church  

atmosphere, I distinctly felt as if I were in a business meeting. 
 

This is why I opened with these verses of Scripture.  When it comes to the 

Lord’s church, the first question about any decision we make should not be  

dependent upon the world’s understanding of success or planning.  and then 

have the Spirit’s help in giving us the intestinal fortitude to bring it about.   



Pastor’s Message Continued... 
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Our decisions as a church should not be based upon the world’s leading thoughts on business growth. If they 

are, we will labor in vain. In God’s church, He builds and He tears down. Our first priority should be to  

earnestly seek out the Lord’s desire – and then have the Spirit’s help in giving us the intestinal fortitude to 

bring it about.  

 

I have recently had many difficult decisions to make.  There have been difficult decisions to be made in my 

life and in the ministry the Lord has given to me.  But all the while, it has been my prayer that those  

decisions are not based on what the world would inform me to do – or based upon what my own fleshly  

desires would have me do - but instead I have prayed that the decisions would be based on what God’s Word 

called me to do.  For I know that my life belongs to the Lord and this church belongs to the Lord – it is his 

house. Any decisions I make need to be based on His Word. 
 

Everyone has to make difficult choices in their life.  I will not here 

make a list of possible difficult choices; you know the difficult choices 

you have to make.  I beseech you to make those decisions based upon 

the clear instruction of God’s Word. When you were brought to faith in 

Him, you were purchased by Him and became His house  

[1st Corinthians 6:19].  Therefore, since you are the dwelling place of 

His Spirit, know this – unless the Lord builds the house, you will labor 

in vain to build it.  Unless your life is directed by the Lord and His 

Spirit, you will be able to work as hard as you can and it will still falter 

and fail. 
 

Furthermore, know this – when you make Spirit led decisions, you will have come to you subtle inclinations 

of doubt in your heart - “Did I make the right decisions?  What could I have done differently?” Simply know 

this – that if the decisions are based on the Lord’s Word, He will bring the increase. You can trust Him. You 

can trust Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During my devotional period one day, I came across a Scripture I have read countless times; but this time 

the Lord used this Scripture to speak lovingly to my spirit in a new way.  It’s Philippians 1:3-6 and it reads 

 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

Continued on next page…. 
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Pastor’s Message Continued... 
God simply spoke to my heart and reminded me that He 

has saved me through the death of Jesus Christ. And 

through that saving experience, He has made me a partner 

in the spreading of the Gospel; and as such, both in my life 

and in my ministry – God has begun a work of His and He 

will bring it unto completion until Christ’s return.  He will 

bring it unto completion. If the Lord builds the house, He 

will complete it. 
 

Beloved, I want to encourage you today. Cooperate with 

the Spirit and make a sanctified choice to give over the 

house [everything in your life] to the Lord.  I pray that you 

will base your every decision upon the Lord’s Word, being 

confident of this – that the Lord will bring His work to 

completion. We simply need to stand back and see Him 

work. 
 

Your pastor and friend, 
 

Pastor Christopher Ogne 

 

 

“Surely he has borne our griefs ...” 
When veteran Joe Serna confessed that he’d been drinking — behavior prohibited in the Veterans Treat-
ment Court program — Judge Lou Olivera sentenced him to one night in jail. That might not seem like 
much, but while deployed, Serna had been trapped underwater when his truck toppled into a canal. A  
buddy managed to move him to an air pocket, saving his life, but the buddy and two others died. Years  
later, even the thought of confinement triggered flashbacks.  
 
As Serna arrived for his jail stay, Olivera, also a vet, saw his anxiety, entered the cell with Serna and spent 
the night. His kind act nearly brought Serna to tears, but the judge believes any vet would have done the 
same. “These are our brothers,” Olivera says. “We never leave each other behind.”  
 
Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled story alongside us, sharing in our suffering, brokenness and even 
death. As a comrade unlike any other, Jesus calls us his brothers and sisters, refusing to leave us behind 

with our self-imposed burdens. Above all, Jesus does what only God can: redeems us for the joy of new life. 

For several years I have read the Bible through twice in 12 months. It is 

a great and powerful tree, each word of which is a mighty branch. Each 

of these branches have I well shaken, so desirous was I to know what 

each one bore and what it would give me. And the shaking of them has 

never disappointed me.  

 

       —Martin Luther   



In September, several  
Seasoned Citizens enjoyed  

Sunday Dinner on the water  
at Sandgates Crab house in  
Mechanicsville, Maryland  

 
 

 

 

 

For the next dinner we will be going to Outback Steakhouse in La Plata  
on Thursday, October 11.  Be sure to sign up to join us then.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed to be commissioning 5 new Stephen Ministers on  

Sunday, October 14.  The following have completed a year of training 

and are ready to begin serving as Stephen Ministers:  Roslyn Clifford, 

Joan Curley, Donna Ellis, Twhanna Green, and Renee Nelson.  Please 

include them in your prayers as they undertake this responsibility. 

This group will finish their initial training in October and begin meeting 

in November for Continuing Education and Supervision.  In addition, 

we have 3 other devoted women who are currently attending  

classes as well.  They are Lorraine Bartholomew, Sharon McPherson, 

and Teresa Tester.  Please also include them in your prayers. Bev Linde, 

Renee Nelson, and Adrienne Norwood are the commissioned leaders 

who will be conducting the Supervision and Education classes.                                                    
         

                                                        Bev Linde 
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LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League - MINUTES 

September 10th, 2018   7:00pm 

  

The meeting was called to order at __7:10pm___. 

Attendees:  Beth M, Beth O, Teresa, Doris, Kara     Opening Prayer:  Doris                                  
Devotion:  Beth M 
Reports: 
 

 LWML - Zone Rep Doris Simmons 
  *Convention September 21-23; Beth and Doris attending as delegates; Ashley Groves at 
    tending as Young Womens Representative; Teresa also attending; hotel reservations have 
    been made  for Beth and Doris; Rosa sent in registration forms for Beth, Doris, and Ashley. 
    Doris has graciously offered her vehicle for the attendees to travel in. 
 

  *Collection items were selected for the Convention; we picked the following: 
   *Flip-flops and new underwear for adults and children – will benefit Orphan  
                               Grain  Train 
  *Non-perishable food items – will benefit the Fisher House 
 

 Altar Guild: Rhonda Piegols 
   *Need an update from Rosa regarding an Inventory Manager and having shelves installed 
 

 Angel’s Watch Women’s Shelter: Rhonda Piegols 
  *No report 

 Shut-ins/Memorial Ministry: Saifu 
  *No report 

 

 Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Center of So. MD: Donna Ellis 
  *Compassion Trailer will be here Oct 4th-6th and November 1st-3rd 

 

 Bethesda Lutheran Home: Isatu Deen 
  *Collection of labels is on-going. The collection box is in the narthex. 
 

 St. Jude’s Hospital/Ranch: Isatu Deen 

  *Collection of greeting card fronts is on-going. Collection box in narthex. 
 

 Post Card Ministry: - Shea Gronau 
  *No report 

 

 Cradle Role: JoAnn Garber 
  *No report 

Continued on next page…. 
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Old Business: 
 

 Rosa: 100 letters to women of LCOOS inviting them to join in LWML; looking into the logistics of  
      putting out the ‘robo-calls’ (this is all in an attempt to get more women involved!) 
 
 Winery outing – five ladies attending the outing and had a good time 
 
 The monument cruise and brunch on the Potomac was canceled due to lack of sign-ups; weather 
 was also a factor 
 

New Business/Upcoming Events: 
 

 October 6th – baking/planning day for LWML Sunday (which is the next day); set for 9am; we will also          
 have breakfast available to those who help this day 
 

 LWML Sunday is Sunday, October 7th 
 
 Sign-up for roles is posted in Activities Hall 
 

 A skit has been selected and all characters have been filled (thank you!!) 
 

 Purple treats (muffins, pretzels, etc) will be served in between services (making them on  
      Saturday the 6th) 
 

 Everyone wear purple! (EVERYONE can participate – not just the ladies!) 
 

 Dakota is going to perform a Praise Dance 
 

 Beth M ordered LWML Sunday bulletins and brochures 
 

 We elected to not do a fundraiser this Fall – we will most likely hold our yard sale in the late Spring 
 
 F.I.G.H.T. Club starts on Friday, September 14th at 7pm at Beth Mays’s house (contact her for  
      address and/or to be added to the Facebook group and text alerts 
 

  

The next meeting is scheduled for October 8th at 7:00pm. Please attend! 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at __8:30pm___. 
 

 

 

LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Continued….. 

Continued on next page…. 
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LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Continued... 

                                   

                         Expect the Unexpected! 

 

 

In the Word:   
Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will 
hear. (Isaiah 65:24 ) 
 

Of the Word: 
In this busy, high tech, over-involved world, it’s hard to feel connected to people, let alone feel a 
connection to God. But Scripture gives us many examples of God listening and answering His people, 
no matter what their situation was. 

God heard Paul and Silas’ prayer from a jail cell (Acts 16:25), Samson’s prayer from captivity (Judges 
16:28) and Jonah’s prayer from the belly of the whale (Jonah 2). In what might seem to us as  
impossible situations, God not only heard the prayers of His faithful children, but He answered in 
great and mighty ways. Paul was freed, Samson was given one last ounce of strength and Jonah was 
expelled. Freedom came to each of them according to God’s design. God used these His servants to 
do the unexpected. He will use you, also, to do His will. Expect the unexpected!  
 
Walking with my Lord: 

Lord, You hear my words and my innermost thoughts. Help me learn to pray confidently, expecting 
You to answer in ways which might seem unusual to me. Teach me to expect the unexpected and to 
follow Your leading. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
                                                        Mustard Seed: Living in Prayer. Written by 2003-2005 LWML Christian Life Committee.   

 

******************************************************************************************************** 

Friday October 12th & 26th 7:00 pm — F.I.G.H.T. 
(Friends into God & His Truth). Please Join the ladies of LCOOS for a get together. We 

welcome all of our Sisters-In-Christ to join us the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month for an 

evening of fellowship and worship.  

 

Saturday, October 6th  9:00 am - Please join us for a morning of  baking and planning for LWML 

Sunday October 7th  (which is the next day); We’ll  meet at 9:00am and probably won’t go past noon.  We will be mak-

ing and baking treats for in between the services on Sunday October 7th. We are putting a little skit together and will go 

over that...maybe a little practicing as well as finalizing our plans for Sunday. 

Sunday, October 7th - LWML SUNDAY -  Join us as we celebrate the LWML. Everyone (men, 

women and children) please remember to wear PURPLE in support of the ladies. 

********************************************************************************************************

http://www.lwml.org/posts/todays-mustard-seed-devotion/expect-the-unexpected
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Isa/65#24
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Acts/16#25
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Judg/16#28
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Judg/16#28
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Jonah/2
https://www.cph.org/p-26985-living-in-prayer-mustard-seeds.aspx


Hello All!   
 
The Youth have been very busy over the summer and things are just 
starting to wind up again. 
 
LCOOS Youth Night is normally on the first Friday of the month from  
7 pm—10 pm. But just for the month of October we “WILL NOT” be 
meeting on the first Friday.  Instead we will meet on Friday October 
26th from 7 pm—10 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The theme will be  
Halloween.  We will have lots of activities (Ring Toss, Football Toss, 
Basketball, a lot of the games we use for the Harvest Festival) and of 
course “FOOD”.   We are trying to make it a joint effort with the youth 
from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, as we want the different youth from 
the different congregations to get together.  It will be a great time. So 
please join us.  
  

We will continue with Youth Bible Study and Youth Group on Wednesday evenings at 615pm. This is a great 
time for our youth to get to know one another and study God's Word together. We also have Youth Sunday 
School on Sunday mornings at 10am.   
 
In this cultural climate, it is so important that youth get to know other Christian youth!  If you have Middle 
School or High School youth, please consider having them be a part of the LCOOS Youth Group!   
 
 

 

 

Wednesday October 31st, 2018      6:00pm—8:00pm 
 

Come One Come All to The Lutheran Church of Our Savior’s Annual  

Harvest Day Festival.  Wear your “Non-Scary” Costume and come join us 

for an exciting, fun filled evening.  We will have all kinds of  

entertainment and food including pony rides,  a moon bounce, arts and 

crafts, balloon animals, games, hot dogs, popcorn and jam packed candy 

bags for the kids!  We will have lots of prizes and remember…. 

“Every Game Player is a Winner!!! 

 
If you’d like to help out and join the fun…..There’s  a sign up sheet in the church Narthex .  

Plus we need donations of “CANDY”…”LOTS & LOTS OF CANDY!”  
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Christian Symbols …….. 
 

 

                            Plumb Line  

 

In the writings of the prophets Isaiah and Amos, a plumb line 
is a symbol of God’s judGment of israel: “i will make justice 
the measurinG line and riGhteousness the plumb line” (isaiah 
28:17, NIV); The Lord was standing by a wall that had been 
built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. … then the 
lord said, “look, i am settinG a plumb line amonG my people 
israel; i will spare them no lonGer” (amos 7:7-8, NIV). When  
Jesus is portrayed as Judge of the world, he is sometimes 
shown holding a plumb line.   



LCOOS  Council Meeting Minutes…... 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 

Date September 18, 2018 
Council Attendees:    President:  Andrei Sapsai  x  
   V. Pres.:  Hansen Kannie  x  
   Secretary:  Patty Davis  x  
   Treasurer:  Lynn Wells  x  
   Worship:  Pastor Ogne  x  
   Head Elder:  Michael Ellis    
   Discipleship:  Saifu Deen  x  
   Outreach:  Shea Gronau  x  
   Member at Large: Steve Holton  x  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 

 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on 23rd September 23, 2018. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Cash Accounts 

Operating Fund 1: $89,600.58 

Operating Fund 2: $61,105.86 

SAV – Bldg: $28,219.64 

Savings: $70,772.09 

Memorial Fund: $  3,690.92 
 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2018 

2018 Yearly Operating Budget: $375,175.51  (based on 2017 income) 

2018 Yearly Revenue Estimate: $366,404.00  ( 2.4% increase over 2017 Budget) 
 

Operating 

Offering (1&2)  thru week 35:           $246,776.85 

Other income (3) thru week 35: $  8,650.45 

Operating Revenue thru week 35:           $255,427.30 

Operating Expenditures thru week 35:           $237,053.60 

Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 8/31/18:        $ 18,373.70 
 

Operating – Averages 

Average giving per wk thru week 35: $ 7,050.77 

Average Expenditures per wk thru week 35: $ 6,772.96 

Average Budget per wk: $ 6,913.28 
 

LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (12/14/2037) $850,133.41 
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Memorial Fund  - Balance $ 3,690.92 

Balance carried over from 2017: $3,590.92   

                     

Income 

Memorial Fund Donations thru week 35:                                 

Undesignated   $ 100.00 
 

Expense                                                                                                

Memorial Fund thru week 35:       $ 0.00 
 

Youth Group  Balance:  $ 7,544.44 

(budget $7,500 for 2018)     

Balance carried over from 2017: $  7,757.07 

Income 

Fundraisers thru week 35: $  6,135.00 

Expenses 

Misc thru week 35: $13,847.63 

 $    44.44 + 7,500.00 (budget amt)    = 7,544.44  

 

Pastor/Worship:  

 

 Our Savior exists as one of seven churches within the Southeastern District of the Lutheran-church 

Missouri Synod.  Specific groupings of churches within a geographical location are grouped together 

within the district and they are designated, “circuits.”  Each circuit elects one lay delegate and one pas-

toral delegate to attend the Synod convention.  We do this at what is called a circuit forum.  Our Savior 

has been a part of what is traditionally labeled, “circuit 8.”  Yet, according to Synod guidelines, a cir-

cuit, in order to be an electoral circuit, must have at least 1500 members communing.  Our circuit does 

not.  We have approximately 1300.  Therefore, they have combined our circuit with circuit 7 – which is 

Washington East.  Therefore, while we may still meet as circuit 8 churches, for voting purposes we will 

now be combined with circuit 7.  Our circuit forum is as yet to be determined; but it must be done be-

fore November.  I will let all interested parties know the procedures next month.  

 Choir begins October 2nd.  We meet at 7pm.  Please consider joining! 

 Praise Team practice resumed and meets the 1st and 3rd Monday’s of the month at 6pm.  

 We are installing lights above where the pastor preaches in order to make the video stream more lit.  

Thank you Bob and Andrei for spear-heading this! 

 On that note – please continue to share the sermons.  

 My wife and I recently were on a radio program hosted by a former member – Agustin Astacio – where 

she shared her testimony and we discussed homosexuality and the Bible.  If you are interested in listen-

ing simply search Agustin Astacio blog talk radio on Facebook. 

 We have ordered pew inserts detailing every aspect of the service and what it means in order to enhance 

people’s worship and for them to answer the question, “Why do we do what we do?”  

 Karson Lamont Turner was baptized on September 16th.  We praise God for that  

baptism! 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued... 
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Outreach: 

 —6th CC Fair:  Great News…despite all the threatening weather that made us consider cancelling, 

                God is Good!  We had great weather all weekend and were able to spread Jesus’s love at the  

                fair again. 

 

 —Thank you to all who donated money, time to pick up and set up, and filled a timeslot.  Without  

                 all of you we would not have blessed over 2,000 souls. 

 

Upcoming Events:  

—Harvest Party, Wednesday, October 31, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

There will be a sign up sheet posted for volunteers to man a game (stand there, smile and hand out 

prizes).   

 

PROPERTY REPORT: 

 

COMPLETED WORK 

1. One of the A/C units to the old bldg. had to be replaced. 

2. SMECO changed the lighting in the hallway, and offices in the new bldg. to LED lighting.  

3.  The Aluminum Recycle program cashed in $62.00 this quarter. 

 

WORK TO BE DONE 

1.  Fall clean up to the outside grounds will be Saturday, October 20th  9:00- Noon.  Please come out 

and help beautify our church home and grounds.   

2.  Youth room - outside siding to A/C units need replacing. (Tim O’Barr working on this) 

3.  Speaker wire in fellowship hall to be covered up.  

 

Old Business:  

—Youth room – replace outside siding.  

—Hide Speaker wire by exit door in Fellowship hall 

—Add special lighting in Sanctuary 

1.  Funding authorized for materials to hang special lighting  

        2.  Tentative OCT installation                       

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued…... 
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New Business:  

 

—Reports review 

—Built on the Rock – CH 8 

—Benevolence Fund 

Motion by Pastor to increase benevolence fund to $15,000 for fiscal year 2018.  Motion seconded 

by Saifu and unanimously agreed upon by the council. 

—Mission and Vision for Woman’s shelter 

  **After much research, meetings and creating a business plan for Our Savior’s House, it was   

realized that operating this shelter would require a minimum of $120,000 per year.  After dis-

cussion and prayerful thought, the council has agreed that our efforts would be better placed 

in assisting those in need by increasing the annual Benevolence Fund to $30,000 and assisting 

them directly through the Benevolence Fund.  Each course of action will be explained at our 

November congregational meeting, where we will ask the congregation for a decision.     

—Roman’s 12 Ministry – a nonprofit formed by Jordan Wells that ministers and helps children through-

out the world that have lost limbs. 

**Motion by Pastor to donate $200.00 to assist in this ministry.  Motion unanimously agreed  

upon by the council. 

—September Calendar Review 

1.  Men’s Prayer Breakfast 06OCT @ 0800 

2.  Council Meeting 16OCT @ 7:00 PM 

3. Harvest Party Wednesday, 31OCT, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

4. October 14, 2018 Events – YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS SUNDAY 

**International Sunday Potluck - after the 11:00 service 

     Please bring your favorite ethnic dish – your own personal heritage or just something  

     fantastic you want to share.  

**Food for the Poor will be at the church 

**Kinnie and Lydia Brown will be performing upbeat Christian music 

**Stevens Minister’s will be installed 

**LWML Sunday – LWML will present a play 

 

Prayer – Each meeting will conclude at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 

the church. 
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Disaster Response 
“We love because he first 

loved us.” 
(1 John 4:19)   

 
Helping the hurting amid disaster 

   Hurricane Florence 

LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care’s Disaster Response is on the 
ground in North Carolina, led by 
Southeastern District President Rev. 
Dr. John Denninger, as they visit 
LCMS congregations hit hard by 
floodwaters following Hurricane 
Florence. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 18, a semitrailer 
of supplies purchased with dollars 
donated previously to LCMS Disas-
ter Response arrived in Wake For-
est. Those supplies are being distrib-
uted for use by volunteers and 
homeowners in the early work of 
disaster recovery and restoration. 
 
Generators, dehumidifiers, cleaning 
supplies, tools, diapers, baby wipes 
and formula filled the semi truck 
provided by Orphan Grain Train, 
which arrived a day after it was 
packed in St. Louis. 

 

Read More at:  https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response –From The Reporter  9/27/2018 
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Lutheran Hour Ministries………. 

  "I Can't Do It" 

Mark 9:18b - "So I asked Your disciples to cast it out, and they 
were not able." 
 
Have you ever been in a situation where you weren't able to do 
what you needed to do? Failure is humiliating. It's even worse 
when people are pointing and laughing. But worst of all is when 
somebody you love is depending on you, and you can't do what 
they need.  
 
Something like this happened -- several times, actually! -- right 
after Jesus' transfiguration. He came down the mountain to find 
His disciples in the middle of a crowd, all arguing and complain-
ing. That must have been a mood-breaker. Jesus asks what's going on, and the crowd spits forth a man with 
a demon-possessed child. He had brought his son to the disciples for healing, but they could not cast out the 
evil spirit. 
 
How embarrassing for the disciples -- and how unexpected! After all, they had cast out evil spirits before, with 
the power Jesus had given them (Mark 6:13). It was even worse when some scribes showed up and started 
arguing with them about it. 
 
Jesus is exasperated. "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? 
Bring him to Me" He is clearly disappointed in someone -- probably the scribes, and perhaps the crowd, too.  

 
Then the father of the boy goofs up: he says, "If You can do anything, 
have compassion on us and help us!" Oops! Lack of faith again. Jesus 
calls him on it, though gently, and the man immediately reverses 
course, saying, "I believe; help my unbelief!"  
 
Then Jesus addresses the demon. He commands it to come out. It 
does, though not without a final seizure, and the child seems dead. But 
he's not. Jesus gives the boy back to his father, and everything's all 
right again. (See Mark 9:19-29). 
 

Notice all the failures in this story. The disciples can't cast out the demon; the crowd gets blamed for their 
lack of faith; the father betrays a similar lack of faith; even Jesus Himself seems to fail for a moment, when 
the child seems dead. What a mess! This doesn't look like a triumphant victory. And yet, that's what it is. God 
has worked through all these people to set a child free from the power of evil. Even their worst mistakes were 
not enough to keep God from saving.  
 
This is true with us, too, isn't it? We mess up all the time. It's rare that we manage to pull off anything, even 
an act of Christian service, with the magnificent grace we wish we had. We trip, fall, and crawl our way to vic-
tory. Or more accurately, we crawl to Jesus -- who turns our defeat into a blessing none of us could ever im-
agine. 
 
Are you going through a time like that? If so, do what the disciples did, do what the father did. Bring it to Je-
sus. He can redeem our worst mistakes -- because He has redeemed us. 
 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, when I fail, please help me. Take my failures and redeem them. Bring good out of 
them according to Your will. Amen.  
 
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo.  
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Hello LCOOS Family—I first want to add this  

disclaimer “Pastor Ogne has no idea that this is in the 

Newsletter”….I did it with help from some of you. I 

really never knew about Pastor/Clergy Appreciation 

Month/Sunday.   How wonderful to be able to cele-

brate our Pastor and all he does for us. Here’s a little 

information I thought you’d find interesting. 

 

History of Pastor Appreciation Day—Pastor Appreciation Day began with the establishment of Clergy Appreciation 

Month. In Timothy 1 (5:17), Paul began the concept of clergy appreciation when he stated that the elders of the church 

are worthy of a double honor. He reiterated this idea in Thessalonians 1 (5: 12-13) when he stated that that those who 

work hard among you should be held in the highest regard for their work. This idea became Clergy Appreciation 

Month in 1992, established by pastors and religious workers. 

Celebrating Pastor Appreciation Day—You can celebrate the hard work of your pastor in a number of different ways. 

First and foremost, pray for him everyday. If you have trouble with words, you can deliver him a handwritten note; or 

simply give him a heart-felt thanks. Of course, one of the most important ways to show you care is by assuring that you 

attend church service not only on this day but everyday and pay attention to his sermon. 

 

Pastor Appreciation Day is the perfect holiday to show your pastor how much he is appreciated and what a wonderful 

job he is doing.  I asked some of the members of our church family to tell me something that Pastor has said to them 

that has had an impact on them or touched their heart. Here’s what you said……. 

 
**  “Never feel the need to tell me I’m right.”  
**  “Let not your heart be troubled.  Believe in God , believe also in me.” (John 14:1) 

**  “If God forgives your sin then you must forgive yourself…..If you don’t ; then you don’t believe in a  
      forgiving God.” 
**  ”Don’t go hollering like a Pentecostal.”  
**  He lives what he says & preaches; thank God for this Pastor who preaches the true gospel of Jesus & not his  
     pocket. 
**  When he told me “I love Jake MacAulay” at the top of his lungs in the Fellowship Hall.  
**  Pastor and I were discussing evangelism and I told him that I was frustrated.  He told me “It’s not your  
     job to save them just share the word, plant the seed and the Holy Spirit does the saving.”  That changed 
     my whole outlook. 
**  “You don’t know what your brother’s faith was before he passed away.” (I was unsure of my brother’s salvation.) 
**  Thank You for your hospital visits, especially when the hospital is far away (Washington, DC) and your 
     gentle assurance that God is in control of all things and that faith in Jesus Christ leads to eternal salvation from 
     sin, death and the devil. 
**  Pastor taught me that I can only control myself and my deeds. Trying to make everyone happy just  
     doesn’t work.  Following his words, my life has become so much less complicated. 
**  While Jesus saved me, Pastor educated me to understand what that really meant and what the Bible says about 
     how we ought to be living our lives. “I am the daughter of The King!”  
**   “If you believe what the Bible says then you will go tell people about Jesus.” 
**  “People do what they want to do.” 
**  “I’ve never had the love, support or understanding of a pastor until meeting ours. Instead of judging or  
     shaming he is always relatable and encourages us that God is in our hearts and can use us broken  
     vessels for good.  That has made a difference in my relationship with God and the church.   
**  He saved my marriage.” 
**  Pastor is my road to reality, way to happiness and way to deal with challenges per God’s Word. 
**  He’s a personal Happy Maker.” 
**  “A bad tree cannot produce good fruit.”  He taught me that you have to be right with the Lord in order to 
      be good.  
**  “Let’s pray right now for___________”  He will stop immediately to pray for someone. 
**  “Pastor's ability to open the Scripture and teach God’s Word is amazing.”  
**  “We are truly blessed to have such a servant of the Lord helping us to Keep The Faith.” 
**  “I’m so grateful for Pastor’s patience while teaching me to print the bulletins and then the Power Point Program. 
      I’m sure God saw that patience and knew he could handle raising 4 girls.” 
**  “I love you very much.”  
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Youth Activity Page ……. 
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (H) (301) 655-0264 

(O) (301) 375-7507 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 

Saifu Deen 

Cameron Kruse 

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259 

(301) 885-9230  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Secretary Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large/Prop. Steve Holton (301) 643-0514 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 413-2259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Heather Nault (802) 222-7637 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Rhonda Piegols (301) 934-8242  

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Seasoned Citizens  Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 

 

Pamela Mays (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

  1—Jayden Bush,  

        Leilani Bush 

  6—Jewell Lester,  

       Echo Trammell 

  7—Anthony Cooksey,  

        Van Trammell, II 

  8—Sarah Fesseh 

  9—Scott Wells 

10—Cynthia Quick,  

        Virginia deHoll 

11—Joshua MacAulay 

15—Christine Simmons,  

        Claudia Monge 

16—Carissa Martin 

19—Joshua Quick 

20—Beth Mays,  

        Pam Mays,  

        Maxine Bullock,  

        Paula Tregoning 

21—Maverick Nault 

24—Lee Devoe, Sean Donaldson       

23—Fran Moody 

29—Keith Tregoning 

29—Jasmine Downing 
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday  

 

               

1 

 

      6pm  

Praise Team 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

7pm CHOIR  

 

.3Community  

Resource Day 

6:15pm Confirmation 

Class 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

 

4 

10-2 Compassion 

Center 

 

5 

10-2 Compassion 

Center 

 

6 

8:00am Men’s Prayer  

Breakfast 

10-2 Compassion 

Center 
8pm  Sat. Night          

Alive (AA) 

7 

Defending Your 
Faith  

LWML SUNDAY-

Wear Purple to 

support the LWML 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun.School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

8 

 

 

7pm LWML 

Meeting 

 

9 

 

 

 

7pm CHOIR  

10 

 

 

6:15pm Confirmation 

Class 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

11 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

12 

 

 

 

 

7pm F.I.G.H.T. 

Club –LWML 

 

13 9am Prayer 

 

10– 12 Stephen Ministry 

 

12 –1:30 Book of  

               Concord 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

14 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise 
       Pastor 
Appreciation  Day 
 
Stephen Ministry  
Commission 
  
Food For The Poor 
 
International Pot 
Luck Dinner 
4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

15 

 

 

     6pm  

PraiseTeam 

16 

 

 

 

 

7pm CHOIR  

17 

 

 

6:15pm Confirmation 

Class 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv 

18 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 9am Prayer 

  

9:00 am - Noon 

LCOOS FALL 

CLEAN UP 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

21 

8:30am Traditional 

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

 

Defending Your 
Faith 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

22 

 

 

6pm Praise-

Team 

 

23 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

6pm Elders  

7pm Council 

Meeting 

 

7pm CHOIR  

 

24 

 

 

 

6:15pm Confirmation 

Class 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

25 

 

 
6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

26 

 7pm—10 pm 

YOUTH NIGHT 

 

 

 

7pm F.I.G.H.T. 

Club –LWML 

27 9am Prayer 

10– 12 Stephen Ministry 

10:30am E72 

12-1:30  Book of  

              Concord 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

           Alive (AA) 

28 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

Reformation  

Sunday 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

29 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

7pm CHOIR  

31 

 

 

6pm—8pm 

Harvest 

Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 NOTE:  Events 
and Times are 
subject to 
change. Please 
consult the 
church online 
calendar at 
LCOOS.org for 
any changes 



               Sunday  

8:30am  Traditional Service 

9:45am  Sunday School for “all” 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service  

 

               Wednesday 

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “all”  

7:15pm  Praise & Worship Service           

     Sun   9:45am  Sunday School for “all ” 

             12:30pm  Defending Your Faith  

                          (1st & 3rd Sunday)  

 

     Wed  6:15   Bible Study for “all” 

 

     Fri    7:00   LWML - Sisters in Study 
                    
 

     Wed   6:00pm Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 

Phone:      301(375-7507) 

Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 

Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Home of  Blue 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sermons


