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Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, that he laid down 
his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if  
anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? [1st John 3:15-17] 

 

     Greetings in the name of the Risen Lord!  I am hoping that your summer is 
blessed and that this summer has brought with it time to spend with family and 
friends.  In the midst of pool parties, summer vacations, and time with family, I 
hope this article encourages you.  

 

     This article is written in response to the recent 
news cycle.  It has occurred to me, now more than 
ever, that like many things in our country the news 
Media is an organization geared to make money.  I 
am convinced that many in the media have come to 
the conclusion that only negative things make news 
and will generate money. The recipe is simple - the 
angrier they can get the populace the more money 
they can make through advertising.  Ratings dictates 
what ought to be shown on news stations.   

 

     Because of this, it pays to make the populace distrusting, angry, and hostile.  I 
will not here go into specifics, but it seems to me that the Media, the political 
atmosphere, and the intellectual elite highlight problems much more than  
solutions.  The negative in the populace is highlighted over the positive. The sky 
is always falling. Everything is a call to arms.   
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I am not here writing that there are not real problems that need to be addressed.  Nor am I writing that 
we ought to ignore real problems. I am here writing that I believe we are being manipulated to hate one an-
other as people.  Too often people leave listening to the News and are left thinking, “this group, this kind of 
people, this organization, this _____” are out to get us.  This anger leads to hate. Hate, according to 1st John, 
is murder.  Beloved, make no mistake, hate makes us ineffective Christians.  It makes us dark on the inside. If 
allowed to fester it will eat away at our very soul.   

 

     In direct opposition to hate is love.  The Christian, those 
saved by the blood of Christ, are called to be loving.  John 
tells us in 1st John that the Christian ought to walk, “as Jesus 
walked.” [1st John 2:6]  Jesus had no problem pointing out 
systemic sin; He had no problem identifying problems, and 
He certainly called leaders that were sinful to the carpet.  
[See Matthew 23] However, if you read through the Gospel 
you see that Jesus’ encounters with people were shockingly 
loving. [See John 4] Adulterers, fornicators, sinners, tax col-
lectors, etc…were often met with love, not hate.  This  
generous love compelled them to change their lives. Jesus 

did not drink with the drunks – He loved them so much, with such amazing grace, that they stopped drinking 
to simply be with Him. He went into the, “bars” to save those in them.  

 

     Too often today we are led to hate whole swaths of people so much so that we become wary of engaging 
people at all.  A Muslim kills five people, [which of course is horrific] but perhaps it leads us to refuse to  
engage the Muslim down the street from me.  A police officer steps way over the line and abuses someone 
who is black [of course horrific] and now perhaps I do not deal with the police.  A white supremacist kills 
people in a predominantly black church [satanic, of course] and now perhaps I think some sort of way about 
white people.  A black man kills two police in New York [unconscionable] and now I think some sort of way 
about black people. Illegal Immigrants commit crimes and now I will not engage with the Hispanic down the 
street – perhaps assuming something that is not even true.  The cycle continues and the cycle is deadly. 
Make no mistake – it is purely Satan that wants to divide whole groups of people – the rich against the poor, 
the white against the black, the Democrats against the Republicans and vice versa. We are better than this.   

 

     I am not here writing that wrongs do not need to be put right.  I am not here writing that changes ought 
not be made. I am not here writing that we ought not engage politically.  However, I am writing that we as 
Christians, especially those baptized by the living Lord in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, need 
to treat our neighbors and our brothers with love and grace.  Do not react to the person you meet in the  
grocery store, the pharmacy, or the mall according to what someone who looks like them, shares their pro-
fession, religion, or sex did as reported on the news. Do not allow hate to dictate our actions.  On the  
contrary, be overcome with the love of Christ. Recognize that we were first loved by God sacrificing His Son 
on our behalf. Begin there. Reach out. Love. Help. Be the love of God to your neighbor.   

 

Your pastor and friend, 
 

Christopher Ogne 
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                                        Hello Church Family! 
 
Hoping this note finds you all enjoying a fun summer with 
family and friends! I want to let you know to mark your  
calendars for Sunday, August 11th. That is the day you can 
join us at 10:00 a.m. (between services) to find out what the 
Stephen Ministry is all about.  
  
If you're feeling the gentle tug of the Holy Spirit toward getting involved in church ministry and giving a 
little more of yourself, please give the Stephen Ministry some thought. In a nutshell, what we do is to come 
alongside others who need a little support, comfort, or encouragement (which is all of us at some point, 
right?)  All training is provided and we have a really good time together. Hope you'll join us!  
 
If you can't wait for August to find out more, or if you know someone who might benefit from having a 
Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Ogne, Bev Linde, Adrienne Norwood or Renee Nelson. 
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LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League... 

 
                    August 2019 
       
        The LWML is on Hiatus in August.  
                      See you in September 
 

  F.I.G.H.T.  Club - is postponed until after the summer.   
  However, random social gatherings might occur.   
  Remember to watch for updates on:  
        
           The LWML Bulletin Board in the Church and on  
                 Our Ladies of LCOOS  Facebook Page. 
  

In Times of Need… 
                       Comfort From Others  
 

In the Word  
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are  
comforted by God."  (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)  
 

Of the Word 
Reaching a new level of pain we cry out, “I never knew I could hurt this much!” It doesn’t matter  
If it is mental, physical, emotional, or spiritual pain. It hurts! And often in our pain we try to isolate 
ourselves from others. While this isolation is understandable, it may not be the best thing for us.  
  
God has placed us in caring Christian communities because He does not mean for us to live a  
solitary life. Those around us may have also experienced hurt and suffering. They may not know 
exactly how we feel, but having received God’s comfort they are able to comfort us.  
  
This loving comfort is something God expects us to share with each other. When we have been 
comforted, this enables us to pass it on. In turn, when we are hurting we must learn to allow  
others to share God’s comfort with us.  
 

Walking with my Lord    
Lord Jesus, thank You for providing a way for Your people to share Your comfort with each other. 
Help me to be comforting to others when I can and to willingly receive comfort when I am hurting. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dK6xbx4ud8spk2ko6cFH1iMnfkSoLing2Wr4c-qqRzedbGopIBVRI0yOtQDwaUr5CwbCoVODwigXmPX15iE7EAFF-Di7dSmeTUcb0t59bJsSMqW9Wg_rv9t79eghg-A2nQFFmya0NiqCBBeijW_O5zJodeU4GZpHpDst6STM0Go=&c=jMjJwYm4txjiN4ybUtSICUCK8Ar2yfPuZKI9hB2Fgpoj6sLfwtQcr
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LCOOS Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Continued... 



 
 
 
 

Issue No. 8                                          Page 7 

LCOOS YOUTH HAPPENINGS … 

                                     FUGE 2019  
 
 

Christian Symbols …….. 

Grapes 

As the fruit used to produce wine or juice for Holy Commun-

ion, grapes represent the blood shed by Jesus on the cross.  

Grapes also symbolize fruitfulness (or lack thereof) in the life 

of ancient Israel and, by extension, of a Christian.  “My be-

loved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill...he expected it to 

yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.)  Isaiah 5:1-2 NSRV 

We 

Danced 

We Worked 

Hard 

We Worshiped  

We 

Shared 

Our 

Love For 

Jesus 
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Special Congregational Meeting Minutes 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 

Date July 16, 2019 
 

Council Attendees:   President: Andrei Sapsai  x  

  V. Pres.:  Hansen Kannie x  

  Secretary:  Patty Davis         

  Treasurer:  Lynn Wells  x  

  Worship:  Pastor Ogne  x  

  Head Elder:  Michael Ellis  x  

  Discipleship:  Saifu Deen  x  

  Outreach:  Shea Gronau  x  

  Member at Large: Steve Holton  x  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 

 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on 23JUL19. 

 

Treasurer's Report as of June 30, 2019: 
 

Continued on  next page... 
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Continued on  next page... 
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Prayer—Meeting concluded at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 
The church. 

Continued on next page…. 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued… 

In Service To The Lord…. 

It Is Not Where You Serve…. 

It is How You Serve. 
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  When Your Parenting  

       is Put to the Test                                                                                                                                                                               

                    Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans  

 

 

In a few weeks, my son will be on his way to college. At such a time, lots of parents take stock. (Just Google "tips for 
parents of college students," or look for online essays on the topic).  
 
I'm a bundle of nerves, sublimating my anxiety by buying sheet sets and collecting boxes for the car ride, one which will 
result in driving home without the boy who, now almost a man, was the second-grade "new kid on the block," the  
diligent Eagle Scout, and the senior high school student playing Macduff in "Macbeth."  
 
As parents, we tend to second-guess ourselves a lot along the way to such transitional times. Did we give our kids the 
tools they need to succeed in work, in relationships, in the challenges they will inevitably encounter? What about the 
times we waved the white flag when we should have stood firm, or didn't give in and perhaps should have?  
 
Whether you are a stay-at-home parent or have a career outside of it, you are likely to have the same question: Did I 
help my son or daughter navigate the rocky path to adulthood as best I could?  
 
At such times, you might also remember how many other people and places have influenced-and will continue to  
influence-your child. There's the English course in junior high where he was introduced to a famous British poet for the 
first time, one he can't wait to study in college. There's the music class where she learned to play the trumpet: she's 
already signed up for marching band next summer.  
 
Then there's the music he plays when he's hanging with his friends-and the door is closed. And let's not forget the 
friend who's grappling with drug addiction, the Cub Scout trip to the mountains, the Saturdays volunteering at the  
hospital, and the mission trip to Guatemala.  
 
There are so many threads that weave the fabric of a person's life. As parents, ours is only one of them, though  
certainly one of the most important.  
 
Your voice and influence won't cease to matter when they show up at their freshman orientation week. But they will be 
put to the test as perhaps never before. And in that way, the example you set may, ironically enough, be very  
important. Are you a person of your word? Are you generous-with praise, with money, with moral and psychological 
support? Are you a good friend?  
 
Part of the fun (or so I'm trying to tell myself) of being the parent of a college student is watching what happens when 
you become the backbeat of your child's life, instead of the melody. I feel as though I'm cramming for a very important 
test ... and I'm not sure how I'll do.  
 
Ask me in a year. I'll let you know how it goes.   
 
                  Written by Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans for The Lutheran Hour Ministry Men’s Network—July 2019 (www.lhm.org/men) 
 

 

http://mnmanstuff.blogspot.com/2019/07/when-your-parenting-is-put-to-test.html
http://mnmanstuff.blogspot.com/2019/07/when-your-parenting-is-put-to-test.html
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Lutheran Hour Ministry... 

 

                   "What  We  Ask"  
 
Luke 11:5-13 - And He (Jesus) said to them, "Which of you who 
has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, 
lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a jour-
ney, and I have nothing to set before him'; and he will answer 
from within, 'Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything'? I tell you, though he will 
not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he 
will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, 
if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will 
give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"  
 
"And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
be opened."  
 
What does Jesus mean? 
 
I ask this question as I sit at my desk, just after hanging up the phone. My sister is dying. She may 
die tonight. I know, oh, I know, what I would ask God for. And He knows, too. I've asked Him already, 
a million times. I cannot help asking. He knows this. And I know He loves her. But she is still dying, 
and my prayers seem to be getting a clear "No."  
 
I'm still going to ask. 
 
So what does Jesus mean? Clearly, it is not "Ask for anything and God will have to give it to you,  
exactly as you wish it, when you wish it, in the way you wish it." Jesus Himself heard that divine "No" 
when He prayed for the cup of suffering to pass Him by. It didn't pass Him. It won't pass me.  

But as I push and pull at the text, prying, scrabbling, trying to get some sense out of His words, I see 
this. Everyone who asks, receives. Yes, but what do they receive? Apparently, not the thing they ask 
for, not always. Yet they will receive something. And that something will be good: "What father 
among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion?" 
 
I will not get what I am asking for—not unless an incredible miracle happens. And yet I will receive  
something—something good. My sister will receive something good. She is a child of God, a sinner  
redeemed by Jesus our Savior. He lay down His life for her. He will certainly give her life, and life 
that will last forever. 
 
If not healing, something better. That is what we are promised. If not her continued life on earth, then 
certainly her life in the presence of Jesus in heaven. God will not give us something worse than what 
we ask for. We are trusting in Him. 
 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, have mercy on us who are in great need, and answer our prayer in the 
best way-the way You will. In Jesus' Name. Amen. 
                                                                                                  This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo.  
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (O) (301) 375-7507 

(C) (301) 655-0264 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 

Saifu Deen 

Cameron Kruse 

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259 

(301) 885-9230  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Secretary Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Council Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large Steve Holtom (301) 643-0514 

Property Manager Joe Gronau (301) 382-1157 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 413-2259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Heather Nault (802) 222-7637 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Saifu & Eudora Deen (240) 413-2259 

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Organist Betty Ellis (301) 743-3688 

Seasoned Citizens  Betty Ellis (301) 743-3688 

Choir Director  Nancy Love (336) 984-6745 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 

 

Pamela Mays (O) (301) 375-7507 

(C)  (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

  

1—Charity MacAulay 

 5—Shea Gronau 

 6—Teresa Tester 

       Harper Tregoning 

 8—Harold Nelson 

 9—Tina Donaldson 

       Kyree Poindexter 

10—Kendall Gerald 

15—Carissa Smith  

        Skylar Beall 

16—Kara Simms 

        Norma Costello 

17— Karson Turner 

        Chris Killillay 

18—Issac Young 

20—Barbara Devoe 

23—Beth Ogne 

        Jason Downing 

25—James Donaldson        

29—Lyauta Green 

3— Tom Conrad 

 

   Happy Birthday to Everyone 
    with a Birthday in August 
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday 

Note:  Events  and 

Times are subject 

to change.  Please 

consult the 

church online 

calendar at 

LCOOS.org for 

any changes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

2   

 

 

3 9am Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

4 
8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun.School  

11:00am Praise Serv  

 

3:00pm Seasoned 

Citizens Guys and 

Dollls 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

    

6 

1:00 pm Service at 

Indian Head Sen-

ior Citizens Center 

7 

  

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 9am Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

11 

8:30am Traditional 
9:45am  Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv 
 
Defending Your  
Faith on Hiatus 

10:00 am  
Stephen Ministry 
Meeting 

 
4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

12 

 

 

      LWML 

  ON HIATUS 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

        

  

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 9am Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

 Alive (AA) 

18 

8:30am Traditional 

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

 

 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

19 

 

 

 

  

 

20 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

23 

  

 

 

 

 

24 9am Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

           Alive (AA) 

25 

8:30am Traditional  

9:45am  Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg in use 

26 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

  

 

 

 

 

5:45pm Meal  

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv 

29 

 

 

 

  

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg in use 

30 

 

 

319am Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

           Alive (AA) 

             Compassion Center 10:00 am—2:00 pm 

6:30 pm Blue 

Crabs Game  



               Sunday  

8:30am  Traditional Service 

9:45am  Sunday School for “All” 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service  

 

               Wednesday 

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “All”  

7:15pm  Praise & Worship Service           

  Sun   9:45 am  Sunday School for “All  Ages” 

          12:30 pm  Defending Your Faith  

                           (1st & 3rd Sunday)  

 

  Wed  6:15 pm  Bible Study for “All Ages” 

 

   Fri    7:00 pm  LWML - F.I.G.H.T   

                            Friends Into God & His Truth) 

                            (2nd & 4th Fridy)  
  

   Wed   6:15 pm Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 

Phone:      301(375-7507) 

Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 

Website:  www.lcoos.org 

 

 

 

 

Home of  Blue 

 

 

 

 

 


