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 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

Greetings!  This newsletter article is actually going to be quite short and 
to the point:  You can always start new. As long as you still have breathe 
in your lungs you can start new.  You do not need to wait until January 
1st; and if you have already fallen on January 2nd you do not have to wait 
until next year.  
 

There is something amazing about the 
above verse.  The above verse does not 
speak to a feeling; nor does it speak to a  
desire; it speaks to a reality.  If you, in the 
core of your being, believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ than you are new; whether you feel it 
or not.  You are.  And this newness is yours 
every single time you confess your sin and 
believe on Jesus.  You are new every  
morning through Christ.  
 

Something amazing happens when a person believes in Jesus Christ.   
The old sinful self that we experience every single day is drowned in the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  That old sinful self is no longer us; we are a new 
creation. There is a part of us that loves God - there is a part of us that  
rejoices in His Law and in His way.  There is a part of us that truly  
desires to do that which He calls us to do every single day. That is the  
real us. The old us that wants to do evil? That, “us” is not us any longer.  
It is dead. We are a new creation.  
 



Pastor’s Message continued... 

 Issue No.  1                                                                                             Page 2  

 
Beloved, whether you feel new, whether you feel forgiven, whether you feel saved, I have but one 
question for you:  Do you believe?  Do you believe that He was born a virgin?  Do you believe that 
He lived a perfect life?  Do you believe that He died for you?  Do you believe that He rose for you?  
If so beloved, you are new.  Whether you feel new or not is inconsequential; you are new.  
 
So do not wait for a New Year’s resolution.  Do not wait for anything.  
If you have not done it, do it now.  Confess your sins to the living 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Believe that He died for you and rose again for 
you, and become new.  A new Creation.  And when the old, “you” 
wants to rear its ugly head, tell that old, “you” that it is dead – and 
you are a new creation.  
 
So in this new year confess that which you actually are – not what you may feel you are.  If you  
believe in Jesus Christ you are a new creation; made beautiful through the blood of Jesus Christ.  
 
Your pastor and friend, 
 

Pastor Christopher Ogne  

 

 

2019 

LCOOS 

Christmas  

Party 

 
Photos by Ken Killion 

 



Issue No. 1                                                                                                                                           Page 3 

 

Martin Luther King “I Have A Dream Speech”... 
The “I Have a Dream” speech, delivered by Martin Luther King, Jr. before a 
crowd of some 250,000 people at the 1963 March on Washington, remains one of 
the most famous speeches in history. Weaving in references to the country’s 
Founding Fathers and the Bible, King used universal themes to depict the  
struggles of African Americans, before closing with an improvised riff on his 
dreams of equality. The eloquent speech was immediately recognized as a  
highlight of the successful protest, and has endured as one of the signature  
moments of the civil rights movement.  
 

Speech Origins 
 
In preparation for his turn at the event, King solicited contributions from  
colleagues and incorporated successful elements from previous speeches.  
Although his “I have a dream” segment did not appear in his written text, it had 
been used to great effect before, most recently during a June 1963 speech to 
150,000 supporters in Detroit.  
 
Unlike his fellow speakers in Washington, King didn’t have the text ready for advance distribution by August 
27. He didn’t even sit down to write the speech until after arriving his hotel room later that evening, finishing 
up a draft after midnight 
 
I Have a Dream “Speech Text”  
 
The March on Washington produced a bigger turnout than expected, as an estimated 250,000 people arrived 
to participate in what was then the largest gathering for an event in the history of the nation’s capital..  
 
King began his speech slowly but soon showed his gift for weaving recognizable references to the Bible, 
the U.S. Constitution and other universal themes into his oratory.  
 
Pointing out how the country’s founders had signed a “promissory note” that offered great freedom and  
opportunity, he noted that “Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a 
bad check, a check which has come back marked ‘insufficient funds.'”  
 
At times warning of the potential for revolt, King nevertheless maintained a positive, uplifting tone, imploring 
the audience to “go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, 
go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this 
situation can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.”  
 
‘Free At Last’ 
 
Around the halfway point of the speech, Mahalia Jackson implored him to “Tell ’em about the ‘Dream,’  
Martin.” Whether or not King consciously heard, he soon moved away from his prepared text.  
 
Repeating the mantra, “I have a dream,” he offered up hope that “my four little children will one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character” and the 
desire to “transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.”  
“And when this happens,” he bellowed in his closing remarks, “and when we allow freedom ring, when we let 
it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that 
day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will 
be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: ‘Free at last! Free at last! Thank God 
Almighty, we are free at last!'” 
 
Legacy  
 
Remembered for it’s powerful imagery and its repetition of a simple and memorable phrase, King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech has endured as a signature moment of the civil rights struggle, and a crowning achievement 
of one of the movement’s most famous faces.  
 
Article from History.com—Original article Nov 30, 2017— Updated June 7, 2019—written by history.com editors.  
You may read the full article at:  https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/i-have-a-dream-speech 

http://www.history.com/topics/constitution
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/i-have-a-dream-speech
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League ... 
 
 

There was no LWML Meeting in December. We were all busy  
preparing for the celebration and birth of the Baby Jesus. 

Ladies Bible Study—F.I.G.H.T.— Meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of the 
month.—All ladies are invited to attend for an evening of worship and 
fellowship with your Sisters-In-Christ.  

Monday — January 13th 7:00 pm - LWML will be meeting in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  All ladies are invited to join us as we continue to plan the 
2020 LWML year.  This is also live streamed for those of you who cannot 

attend.  Please speak with Beth Ogne if you are interested and would like to be included. 

Saturday — January 18th at 9:00 am - is the Ladies Prayer Breakfast.  All ladies are invited to join 
in.  The theme is “ELF” It’s sure to be a fun time for all. Please join in as we worship, fellowship 
and just enjoy spending time with your sisters-in-Christ. 

 

Remember to watch for updates on: The LWML Bulletin Board in the Church & on Our Ladies of LCOOS Facebook Page.  

                      “Unexplainable Peace” 

 

In the Word  
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. “  Psalm 

126:2 
 

Of the Word 

The small African airport was crowded and seats were few, but I found 
one. For two weeks I had been in Africa as a prayer seminar instructor. I was tired and hungry. Pulling out 
my billfold, I was shocked to discover my credit and ATM cards were missing. Immediately, I searched all 
the pockets of my purse and jacket. Nothing. I waited for panic to set in but instead experienced an  
overwhelming sense of peace. Calmly, I prayed the Lord would keep my cards from opportunists and left 
for my departure gate. 

“Lady! Lady!” a man shouted. As I turned I saw him holding my cards. “Are these yours?” I ran back  
thanking him profusely. The cards had fallen between the chair and cushion where moments before I had 
been sitting. The calm I felt when my cards were missing was not of my own doing. That sense of calm 
was a gift from God as miraculous as recovering my cards! Now I have a deeper appreciation of St. Paul’s 
words: “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus .” (Philippians 4:7). 

Walking with my Lord    

Lord, You promise peace in all circumstances. Help me to remember that wherever I go You 

are with me. Teach me to trust in You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

                                                  Mustard Seed:  Living as a Woman in Mission. Author: Marilyn Luschen  

http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Phil/4#6
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Phil/4#6
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Phil/4#6
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/Phil/4#7
https://www.cph.org/p-26967-living-as-a-woman-in-mission-mustard-seeds.aspx
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LCOOS YOUTH HAPPENINGS … 
On Friday, December 13th, our youth teamed up and went Christmas Caroling at  
several homes in our community.  Afterward, they met up at Jim and Rosa Ammons 
house for their annual youth Christmas party.  Gifts were exchanged, games were 
played, and scrumptious cookies were consumed in mass quantities (much thanks and 
gratitude to several ladies in our congregation). 
 
Unfortunately, the concert that was planned for January 3rd had to be canceled due to 
some of the band members not being able to make it out to join us. 
 
Our next youth outreach/outing will be held on Friday, February 7th.  Plans are still  

being solidified.  So, please stay tuned in for more details to follow soon! 
 
Youth Bible Study is held every Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm and Sunday mornings at 10 am.  We want to encourage 
all of our youth to come and join us! 
 
Thanks again to all parents and members of our congregation for your love and support! 

Christian Symbols … 

CROSS ON THE ROCK 
 

The rock is often used as a symbol of the Lord, our strength and 

firm foundation. A cross rising from the rock echoes many Bible 

verses that proclaim Christ as the Rock of Salvation; for example, 

“He alone is my rock and my salvation…”  (Psalm 62:2) ESV 

Hello and Happy New Year Church Family! 
 
Is God urging you to to care more for others in 2020? Come 
join our Stephen Ministry! We'll train you to be one of God's 
"After People" who come into people's lives after a crisis or 
time of need to help them get through the difficulties that 
we all encounter at one time or another.  In Galatians 6:2 
Paul tells us to "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ."  For more information about the Stephen  
Ministry and/or becoming a Stephen Minister, contact  
Pastor Ogne, Bev Linde, Renee Nelson or Adrienne  
Norwood. 
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Seasoned Citizens… 

 



                  

 

“And at the end of eight days ... He was circumcised” ... (Luke 2:21). 
 
New Year's Day was always an exciting new beginning. If the old year had brought us pain 
and misery, we could rejoice that it was over, gone, behind us. And in the dawning of a new 
day, there was the hope the New Year would be so much better.  
 
This day was also a new beginning for the Baby Jesus... Jesus is eight days old, and it is now 
time to circumcise Him, according to the Law of the Lord. This ceremony made Jesus a 
member of God's people, Israel. It also bound Him under the Law, obligating Him to keep 
that Law perfectly. As our Substitute, Jesus perfectly obeyed God's Law, so His perfection, 
holiness and righteousness might be ours, covering our failings, our flaws, and our sins.  
 
But His circumcision carries with it the reminder that Jesus will not simply cover our sin,  
He will remove it from us -- forever. On this eighth day of His young life, Jesus first sheds 
His blood for us, but it will certainly not be the last time He does this. On a dark day some 
30 years into the future, Jesus will shed His blood and die on the cross to satisfy God's 
wrath against our sins. 
 
The symbolism of His circumcision and our Baptism both remind us of God's work, cutting 
off our sinful nature or drowning it. In Baptism God makes us new creatures, so we can 
stand before Him spotless and pure through Jesus Christ.  
 
What a way to start a New Year! 
 
THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, in Your circumcision Your blood was first shed as our Substitute. Cut 
the sin from our hearts, that we may enter this New Year in Your holiness and purity. Amen.  

        
                                                                          Taken from Advent Daily Devotionals LHM 2017            
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Lutheran Hour Ministry... 



LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes… 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Bryans Road, MD 

Date December 17, 2019 
 

Council Attendees:     President:   Andrei Sapsai   x 

V. Pres:  Hansen Kannie 

Secretary:   Patty Davis   x 

Treasurer:   Lynn Wells   x 

Worship:   Pastor Ogne   x 

Head Elder:   Michael Ellis   x 

Discipleship:   Saifu Deen 

Outreach:   Shea Gronau 

Member at Large:  Steve Holton 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm and opened with prayer by Andrei Sapsai. 
 

Devotions were led by Pastor from 2 Thessalonians 5:14-24 

 

Secretary:  The minutes were approved electronically by the council on 22DEC19. 
 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

Treasurer's Report 

As of November 30, 2019 
 

Cash Accounts 

Operating Fund 1:     $   58,905.73 

LCEF Savings: 

Checking   $ 23,551.96 

Savings:   $ 65,464.45 

40 month CD @4%  $ 41,308.04 

Total:       $ 130,324.45 

Memorial Fund:     $     4,230.92 

Grand total      $ 193.461.10 
 

Budget and Revenue Estimates for 2019 
 

2019 Yearly Operating Budget: $397,131.68 (based on 2018 income)  

2019 Yearly Revenue Estimate: $394,794.00 ( 7.8 % increase over 2018 Budget) 
 

Operating  

Offering (1&2)  thru week 48:               $341,956.20 

Other income (3) thru week 48:              $    8,662.69 

Operating Revenue thru week 48:            $350,618.89 

Operating Expenditures thru week 48:      $347,964.64 

Net Operating Income (Loss) thru 11/30/19:           $ 2,654.25 
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LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued… 

Continued on next page…. 

Operating – Averages 

Average giving per wk thru week 48:    $ 7,124.09 

Average Expenditures per wk thru week 48:   $ 7,249.26 

Average Budget per wk: $ 7,448.94 
 

LCEF Mortgage – Outstanding (09/25/2039)     $896,894.96 
 

LWML  - Balance  $1,124.79 

Balance carried over from 2018:      $ 399.72     

Income 

Mites thru week 48:                       $938.14 

Other income thru week 48:               $3,433.79 

Expenses 

Mites thru week 48:          $904.55 

Dues/ Qtrly Mag              $75.00 

Other thru week 48:                            $1,475.31 

Conferences thru week 48:               $1,192.00 
 
 

Memorial Fund  - Balance $ 4,230.92 

Balance carried over from 2018:    $3,990.92                       

Income 

Memorial Fund Donations thru week 48:                               

Undesignated       $2,040.00 

Expense                                                                                                

Memorial Fund thru week 48:     $1,800.00 
 

Youth Group  Balance:  $ 6,937.38 

(budget $7,500 for 2019)     

Balance carried over from 2018:    $7,763.00 

Income 

Fundraisers thru week 48:     $4,412.00 

Expenses 

Misc thru week 48:                $12,783.50 

          $ -608.50 + 7,500.00 (budget amt) = $6,891.50 
 

Pastor/Worship:  
 

October Statistics 

October Baptisms - 0 

October New Members - 0 

October Weddings - 2 

October Funerals - 0 
 

October Average Attendance:  Sunday's Average Attendance at 8:30 am is 81 

     Sunday's Average Attendance at 11:00 am is 70 

     Wednesday Average Attendance at 7:15 is 48 

     Total Average Weekly Attendance is 187 
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November Statistics 

November Baptisms - 1 

November New Members - 0 

November Weddings - 0 

November Funerals - 2 
 

November Average Attendance: Sunday's Average Attendance at 8:30 am is 86 

         Sunday's Average Attendance at 11:00 am is 83 

                               Wednesday Average Attendance at 7:15 is 43 

         Total Average Weekly Attendance is 212 
  

Worship/Pastor report: 
 

 I am now the circuit visitor for Circuit 8.  We are working on vacancies at Grace Lutheran Church in 

La Plata, Trinity in Lexington Park, and Peace in King George.  Terry Naumann is the assistant Circuit  

visitor and is handling the vacancy at Trinity. He is a retired pastor serving as vacancy pastor there.  Peace 

has an intentional interim pastor for the moment and Grace is being served by a Special Ministry Pastorate 

pastor named Ed Huber. 

 I want to thank Betty Ellis for stepping in to direct choir through Nancy Love’s battle with triple by-

pass surgery.  Nancy is recovering well and is fully expected to direct choir for Easter.  
 

 I want to thank Amanda Rodriguez, Leilani Bush, and Jayden Bush for special music Christmas Eve.  I 

also want to thank Blessing Smithley and Meghan Brown for special music Christmas Eve.  
 

 I want to thank Amber Parry for her special rendition of Oh Holy Night on December 22nd.  
 

 The newly formed task force for the next door property is going to meet in January.  
 

 I want to thank Bob Brock for installing new speakers in the hallway outside of the sanctuary so the 

sermon can be heard in the hallway.  
 

 Caleb Null has been added to the praise team as a guitarist.  Praise God for volunteerism! 
  
 

LCOOS Council Meeting Minutes Continued… 
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Discipleship Report: 
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Outreach: 
  
 Upcoming Events: 
 
  No Report 
 
Property Management: 
 
  No Report 
 
 
Old Business:  
 

  Reports review  
 

 Motion by Andrei Sapsai to move $260 from Miscellaneous Line item to Angel Watch Line 
item for a total of $500 based on the increased shelter occupancy from 30 – 40 resident to  
70 – 80 displaced women and children.  Unanimously agreed upon by the council. 

 

  Wilson Missionaries 
 

 Motion by Pastor to send an additional $500 to the Wilson Missionaries for the unex-
pected travel expense for the family to fly home for her mother’s funeral.  Unanimously 
agreed upon by the council. 

 

 2960 Downs Drive – Lease Review/approval 
 

 Council is revising a few items on the Lease and plan to have it ready for signature by 
Sunday, December 22, 2019.  Council has approved the revisions to be made. We are using 
our new home to help a member of our congregation. We will use it this way until we a rec-
ommendation and approved plan to use our new property.   

 

 Council Reflection on what went right / wrong / how do we improve? 
 

 Lynn Wells to research Bluetooth connection for hearing impaired to listen to service. 
 

 Andrei Sapsai to research obtaining an Amazon business credit card. 
 

 January’s Calendar Review 
 

 1.  Council Meeting – 21JAN20 @ 7PM 
 
 
Prayer – Meeting concluded at the altar in prayer and supplication for the members and ministry of 
the church.  
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   Position           Name      Phone Number 

Pastor Christopher Ogne (O) (301) 375-7507 

(C) (301) 655-0264 

Lay Deacons Jim Ammons 

Saifu Deen 

Cameron Kruse 

(301) 743-3931  
(240) 413-2259 

(301) 885-9230  

Head Elder Michael Ellis (301) 743-3688 

President Andrei Sapsai (301) 645-3237 

Vice President Hansen Kannie (301) 645-8678 

Treasurer Lynn Wells (301) 883-1173  

Financial Secretary Crystal OBarr (240) 585-0882  

Council Secretary Patty Davis (240) 346-7203  

Member at Large Steve Holtom (301) 643-0514 

Property Manager Joe Gronau (301) 382-1157 

Discipleship  Saifu Deen (240) 413-2259 

Outreach  Shea Gronau (301) 375-9125  

Education Heather Nault (802) 222-7637 

LWML Rosa Ammons (301) 861-7872 

Altar Guild Saifu & Eudora Deen (240) 413-2259 

Youth Group Leader Bryan Mays (301) 848-5659 

Organist Betty Ellis (301) 743-3688 

Seasoned Citizens  Betty Ellis (301) 743-3688 

Choir Director  Nancy Love (336) 984-6745 

Praise & Worship Leader Scott Wells (301) 883-1173  

Stephen Ministry Bev Linde (301) 283-3248 

Office Manager 

 

Pamela Mays (O) (301) 375-7507 

(C)  (301) 848-3018 

Leadership Directory 

   

 1 — Lorraine Schnaebele 

 5 — Joanne Gerber 

         Joel Brinson 

         Doris Larson 

  8 — Kim Hayward 

11 — Emma McDonald 

13 — Ray Love 

17 — Michael Ellis 

18 — Patty Stine  

19 — Samuel Sesay 

20 — Helena Petit 

21— Lily Bovais 

        Shelbi Stine 

23 — Cheyenne Donaldson 

28 — Rhonda Piegols 

 

Happy Birthday  

to Everyone  

Celebrating their  

Birthday in  

January 
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     Sunday        Monday        Tuesday        Wednesday        Thursday  Friday   Saturday 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

       

 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg. In Use 

3 

 

 

   

 

4 9am Prayer  

  

 

   8am Men’s      

      Prayer 

   Breakfast     

  

8pm  Sat. Night  

    Alive (AA) 

5 

8:30am Traditional  

10:00am Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv.  

   Defending Your 

           Faith 

 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg. In Use 

6 

 

 

 

 

   

7 

1:00 pm Service 

at Indian Head 

Senior Citizens 

Center 

 

 

8 

  

          

    6:15 pm  

Confirmation 

      Class 

 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

9 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg. In Use 

10 

 

   

 

 

 

7:00 pm LWML 

F.I.G.H.T Night 

11 9am Prayer 

 

 

12:00 Book Of         

    Concord 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

   Alive (AA) 

12 

8:30am Traditional 
10:00am Sun. School  
11:00am Praise Serv. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
4-8:00 Ed Bldg. In Use 

13 

      7:00 pm  

LWML Meeting 

 

       

 

 

14 

  

 

 

      

15 

  

       

     6:15 pm  

  Confirmation 

      Class 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Serv. 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg. In Use 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

18 9am Prayer 

 

9:00 Ladies            

      Prayer  

   Breakfast 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

    Alive (AA) 

19 

8:30am Traditional 

10:00am Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv. 

    Defending Your 

           Faith 
 

 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg. In Use 

20 

 

 

 

  

 

 

21 

  Newsletter 

    Deadline 

 

   7:00 pm 

Council Meeting 

22 

 

. 

    

 6:15 pm  

  Confirmation 

      Class 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Ser 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg. In Use 

24 

  

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm LWML 

F.I.G.H.T Night 

25 9am Prayer 

 

 12:00 Book Of         

    Concord 

 

 

 

 

8pm  Sat. Night  

   Alive (AA) 

26 

8:30am Traditional  

10:00am Sun. School  

11:00am Praise Serv. 

 

 

 

 

4-8:00 Ed Bldg. In Use 

27 28 29 

6:15 pm  

  Confirmation 

      Class 

 

5:45pm Meal 

6:15pm Bible Study 

7:15pm Praise Ser 

30 

 

 

 

6-9:30 Ed Bldg. In Use 

31 
Note:  Events  

and Times are 

subject to 

change.  Please 

consult the 

church online 

calendar at 

LCOOS.org for 

any changes 

        Compassion Center 10:00 am—2:00 pm 



               Sunday  

8:30am  Traditional Service 

9:45am  Sunday School for “All” 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service  

 

               Wednesday 

5:45pm  Light Supper  

6:15pm  Bible Studies for “All”  

7:15pm  Praise & Worship Service           

  Sun  10:00 am  Sunday School for “All  Ages” 
 
           12:30 pm  Defending Your Faith  
                           (1st & 3rd Sunday)  
 
  Wed  6:15 pm  Bible Study for “All Ages” 
                           Confirmation Class 
                            
  Fri  7:00 pm  LWML - F.I.G.H.T   
                        Friends Into God & His Truth 
                        (2nd & 4th Friday) 
 
   Sat  12:00 pm   Book of Concord                                                                                              

                                     (2nd & 4th Saturday) 

 

 

 

 

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

7365 Indian Head Highway 

Bryans Road, Maryland 20616 

Phone:      301(375-7507) 

Fax:          301(375-8077) 

Email:      office@lcoos.org 

Website:  www.lcoos.org 
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Children’s Sermons


